JULY 
1958 


The Journal of the Fire Protection Profession Since 1877 


Part of Small Instruments in Operation of Fire 
Nike Explosion Jars North Jersey Coast UNIVI™ 
New Haven Fire Fighters Hold Field Day JUL 2.3 1958 


NFPA Conference week was a busy one for Chicago fire fighters. One fourth of city’s forces ought this blaze. (be-. ‘ { 
lieved set) in an abandoned Baptist Church on South Ashland Avenue and another simultandpssuds 
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As Fire Chief you are a busy man — an expert in your profession, 
with problems that are many and detailed. 


As experts in the field of signals for fire departments, FEDERAL can relieve you 
of annoying but important details. Whatever your signal problem, 
we can recommend and furnish equipment designed to solve that problem. 


We can help you increase your department’s efficiency and safety. Look at some of 
the items we offer. Consider their purpose and your departmental needs. 


Write us 
about your 
specific 
signal needs. 
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FABRIC FIRE HOSE COMPANY 


EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER OF FIRE HOSE SINCE 1869 
SANDY HOOK, CONN. 
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PACKED WITH 7. 
ALL-PURPOSE VERRREILITY 


NEW John BEAN 
MULTI-PURPOSE HIGH PRESSURE 
FOG FIRE FIGHTERS 
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65‘ aerial ladder unit e KNOCK OUT FIRES FASTER WITH 


A high pressure fog and volume fire fighter plus TRIPLE-ACTION HIGH PRESSURE FOG 


aerial ladder equipment. 


Fully equipped for high pressure fog and volume , 
fire fighting. 65’ ladder reaches building 5 stories e MAXIMUM STOWAGE SPACE FOR ALL 


high. Ample stowage space for all equipment in- EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT 
cluding rescue appliances, two-way radio and 


egaten — Tilt cab design gives easy access e DESIGNED FOR COMPACTNESS 
AND MANEUVERABILITY 





John Bean Multi-Purpose Fire Fighters provide hard- 
hitting high pressure fog fire-killing power with volume 
conventional low pressure streams of water for dual 
purpose fire fighting. Only a small amount of water is 
needed to make the John Bean High Pressure Fog sys- 
tem ready for action. Water converted to high pressure 
fog is 10 times more effective than ordinary low pres- 

sure fire streams. High pressure fog gives you a triple- 

action fire killing punch — it cools, it isolates, it smoth- 

ers — simultaneously. 





One-man-operated aerial ladder controls are con- 
veniently located on pedestal. Ladder raises 
and lowers, extends or retracts and revolves full 
360° with either electric or hydraulic power. Auto- 
matic locks prevent wind movement. Non-slip 
ladder rungs; sturdy aluminum trussed construc- 


















tion. C 
Combination squad and rescue unit Th 
A high pressure fog fire fighter plus all you need mu 
for rescue work. The tilt-cab design of this high dre 
pressure fog fire fighter makes for easier engine on 
maintenance. 14 spacious, weatherproof compart- one 
ments provide ample storage room for rescue and i 
salvage equipment plus light generator, portable ne 
pump, forcible entry tools, and other rescue ap- , 
pliances. 
hos 
call 
ORIGINAL HIGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE-FIGHTERS =o 
A PRODUCT of FOOD MACHINERY and CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
DY-3 0) am Ae) P.O. Box 145 
Lansing 4, Michigan San Jose 1, California } 
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They like the hose that loads in 
less space, is lighter to lug 


RDINARY hose never could be 
coiled as tightly as this hose. 
That’s because B.F.Goodrich hose is 
much mote flexible, 23% lighter. Hun- 
dreds of extra feet of hose can be racked 
on the truck—up to a third more on a 
standard truck. Firemen like it because 
it racks naturally on the truck bed, 
saves loading time after a fire. 

The flexibility and lightness of this 
hose comes from the Dacron chemi- 
cally produced fiber used as “‘filler cords”’ 
which go around the hose and carry 
the load under pressure. These cords 


are thinner, yet stronger than cords used 
for reinforcement on heavier, bulkier 
hose. It is tested to 600 pounds pres- 
sure and can stand up to twice as much 
pressure without bursting. 

Another important safety factor 
which can be specified with B.F.Good- 
rich hose is Superseal protection. This 
exclusive B.F.Goodrich treatment gives 
10 times more resistance to mildew and 
rotting than ordinary treatments. Unlike 
treatments which just coat the surface, 
Superseal penetrates every cord in the 
inner and outer jacket, prepares the 


B.EGoodrich fire hose 
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hose for all sorts of weather. This spe- 
cial chemical treatment also protects 
against moisture absorption and freez- 
ing, increases the hose’s resistance 
to fire. 

When you want hose that’s light, 
flexible, and will last longer than any 
other hose sold, get B. F.Goodrich hose 
with Superseal protection. Your 
B.F.Goodrich fire hose distributor 
can tell you more about it, or write 
B.F.Goodrich Industrial Products 
Company, Department M-351, Akron 
18, Ohio. 
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These versatile Pumpers are equipped 
with lightweight Alco-Lite Ground Ladders 

















Operate Automatically 


Ladder sections extend lock and unlock simul- 
taneously. Spring loaded locks operate automati- 
cally. Channel slides the entire length of the ladder 


keep sections from becoming disengaged. 











Permanent Rung-to-Rail Construction 


Exclusive expansion bushing, rung to rail construc- 
tion prevents rungs from twisting, turning, or 
breaking off. 


They’re lighter, easier to handle 


The Alco-Lite Aluminum Ladders on the Mack Pumpers 
above feature open side rail, T-Channel design. All excess, 
weight adding bulk is eliminated. Only exclusive, Alco-Lite 
double gusset plate, expansion bushing construction makes 
this trim, modern design possible. These ladders more than 


o , u 
meet any accepted tests for strength and safety. 


Maintenance is almost negligible with Alco-Lite Alumi- 
num Ladders. They are not affected by water, moisture, 


fumes or gases. They will not warp, rot, splinter, or burn. 


Because they are lightweight and trim, Alco-Lite Alumi- 
num Ladders are easier to handle and easier to lift. They 
save precious minutes and require less physical effort when 


used at fires. 


When you want easy to handle, safe, and almost mainte- 


nance free fire ladders, specify Aleo-Lite Aluminum Ladders. 


flluminum Ladder Company aLco-te 


WORTHINGTON LITT PENNSYLVANIA 
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New Window Concept in Gas Mask Canisters 
provides reliable visual signal 


that shows when the canister is spent 





Satins 








*Type N gas masks equipped with 
Window Indicator canisters have U.S. 
Bureau of Mines Approval, Schedule 
14. These masks also are referred to 
and identified as All-Purpose — All- 
Service — Protexall — Smoke-Eater 
— and Universal, 


New materials and new tech- 
niques are placing greater de- 
mands on emergency equipment 
in fire fighting and industry. So 
gas masks today have to be 
more dependable than ever. 

In step with these greater de- 


mands is this new concept in gas 
mask canisters — the Window 
Indicator. It gives an accurate 
visual signal that shows when 
to change canisters; therefore 
the device is a valuable safety 
aid when masks are in storage or 
at the ready, awaiting use. 

Here’s how it works. One half 
of the window contains a refer- 
ence color; the other half con- 
tains an indicating color. When 
both colors match up, the service 
life of the canister for protection 
against carbon monoxide is spent. 

This Window Indicator devel- 
opment is the result of a joint 
undertaking by the Gas Mask 
Group of the I.S.E.A. 


INDUSTRIAL SAFETY 
EQUIPMENT 
ASSOCIATION 


Gas Mask and Hose Masks Group 
Acme Protection Equipment Company 
E. D. Bullard Company 
Davis Emergency Equipment Company 
Mine Safety Appliances Company 
Willson Products Division 








he ap 20 TIMES 
more 


POWERFUL 


,.rugged new TRANSISTORIZED design 





























much greater operating range . . . now you can have the 
greatly extended coverage and clearer messages you’ve 
always wanted. These new HANDIE-TALKIE portable 
radiophones are by far the most powerful portables ever built! 


much smaller, much lighter . . . new circuits, transistors 
and subminiature components make them as much as 50% 
smaller and lighter—truly portable and easy to handle for 
hours without fatigue. The dry battery pack model weighs 
only an ounce over 7% Ibs. 


much lower operating cost... dry battery replacement 
costs have been cut as much as 67%! With adaptor, recharge- 
able wet cell models can be operated from a car’s 6 or 12 volt 
battery to conserve portable’s battery. For semi-permanent 
installation, a 117VAC power pack is available. All power 
packs quickly snap in place, making changing easy. 


AVAILABLE IN CHOICE OF 43 DIVERSIFIED MODELS 


([9) 


TRANSISTORIZED MANY ACCESSORIES 
greater operating for extra versatility 
efficiency 





LOUDSPEAKER 
models available 


| 

| 

| 

| 
WRITE TODAY | 
Get the full facts on this ; 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 





power-packed portable. Ask for 
the 6-page folder which will 
=p ¢ ou select the 

ANDI E-TALKIE radiophone 
mt suited for your requirement. 


Br onizeo Handi Tic 


PORTABLE RADIOPHONE 


ut RICATIONS & ELECTRONICS, INC., 4501 W. Augusta Blvd., Chicago 51, Illinois 
Pola, Inc. 


a 


MOTOROLA and HANDIE-TALKIE are registered trademarks of Motorola, Inc. 
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” Modernizing with Mack ! Lakewood's most up-to-date unit is this 750 gpm Mack pumper with 
5-man canopy cab, top-mounted hose reel, 150 gallon booster tank. This unit will help safe- 
- guard Lakewood’s 5.8 square miles, 90% built upon, with a population of about 70,000. 
Ld a= 
Viack dependability 
“7 scores at Lakewood 
| 
| There’s bright new beauty on the streets of Lake- grated from the wheels up to meet your most 
; wood, Ohio. It’s the new 750 gpm, cab-forward exacting requirements. 
| Mack pumper shown above. The new unit has What’s more, Mack fire apparatus is made to the 
. already passed all tests with flying colors, says highest standards in the sada For sheer de- 
| § Chief J. V. Redmond, who adds with satisfaction: are i ; 
| peek : pendability, nothing can touch it. For sustained 
It’s in a class by itself. Fast off the mark... performance with only routine attention, nothing 
a real pleasure to handle . . . pumps like a charm. can match it. You can always depend on a Mack. 
| Lakewood’s new pumper is a product of Mack’s new Mack Fire Apparatus, Sidney, Ohio. In Canada: 
plant in Sidney, Ohio, the most modern and best Mack Trucks of Canada, Ltd. 
—_ equipped center in the nation for designing and ine 
custom-building fine fire apparatus. Now, more MACK 
than ever, Mack can deliver the unit you want: : 
cab-forward or conventional . . . with automatic or first name for 
standard transmission . . . with the brakes, rear 
" axle ratios and chassis design you need . . . inte- Ft RE APP ARATUS 
nc. MPLETE LINE OF PUMPERS — 500 TO 1250 GPM...SQUAD AND HOSE WAGONS... AERIALS 65’ TO 100’... COMBINATION LADDER TRUCKS 
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Rockwood fire 
equipment is used 
on the _ twenty- 
three fire trucks of 
the New York 
State Thruway 
Authority. Trucks 
were built by 
Young Fire 
Equipment Corp., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 














427 miles of New York State Thruway and 
Rockwood Fire Equipment is protecting it! 


It takes versatile fire equipment 
to protect 427 continuous miles from 
fire —- and Rockwood has just the 
equipment to do it! 

Each of the twenty-three fire 
trucks used by the New York State 
Thruway Authority is equipped with 
— Rockwood Manual Remote Control 
Turret, Type FFF FogFOAM .. . 
two Ground Sweep Nozzles . . . two 
Hand Line Nozzles with FF Exten- 
sions .. . a Piercing Applicator . . 
and a Type D Proportioner for 
Rockwood FOAM and WET. 

From New York City to Buffalo 
these highly maneuverable fire 


trucks are ready to quickly control 
gasoline, oil or brush fires —- and 
thanks to Rockwood Double 
Strength FOAM — they can do a 
big job with a relatively small 
amount of water. 

Rockwood Double Strength 
FOAM, the fast-flow fluid FOAM, 
makes a minimum of 2,640 gallons of 
expanded FOAM extinguishing 
agent — using only 330 gallons of 
water! 

Many leading fire truck users rely 
on Rockwood fire fighting products. 
Send for Rockwood’s free booklet. 
Get all the facts on Rockwood fire 


fighting equipment — just fill in the 
coupon below. The Rockwood prod- 
ucts have been tested and listed by 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 





ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Engineers Water . 
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. . to Cut Fire Losses 
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! Portable Fire Protection Division 
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1 booklet on Rockwood fire fighting 
' products. 
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City Fire Department dus 
is the Master Box. and 
Your fire losses are beyond the curb line. n 
And you aren’t getting 100% value from your wis 
alarm system unless your city circuits are in- ren 
terconnected through the Master Box to in- ~ 
° ° . 0 
dustrial plants, schools and public buildings. ie 
Protect yourself and your citizens all the oa 
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Newton Upper Falls 64, Mass. 


In Canada: Northern Electric Co., Ltd., Belleville, Ontario 
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Wanted— More Dick Vernors! 


The untimely death of Richard “Dick” Vernor, 
chronicled elsewhere in this issue of FirE ENGINEERING, 
removed from the nation’s fire protection and preven- 
tion scene an unforgettable and irreplaceable figure. 
For it is doubtful if there will ever be another Dick 
Vernor in our day. 


His passing reminds us sharply of the cogent need 
of the fire service of our country for true leaders. Not 
that Dick’s work which he began and directed so well 
will cease with him—to permit the Fire Department 
Instructors Conference to wither and die merely be- 
cause he will no longer be its guiding genius would 
reflect upon his administrative leadership which an- 
ticipated the ultimate day when he would step aside, 
and which provided for his successors to carry on. 


Knowing those of his own staff in Chicago, and his — 


other loyal co-workers from coast to coast, we are sure 
that FDIC will continue to go forward. And what 
better, more fitting monument to Dick and his favorite 
enterprise could there be than to perpetuate the In- 
structors Conference? Indeed, if there ever was in- 
ducement to still further expand FDIC effectiveness 
and scope, Dick’s passing has provided that incentive. 


Next year is to mark the 25th anniversary of the 
FDIC in Memphis. Dick Vernor looked forward with 
eager anticipation to making it the greatest, most out- 
standing of ‘all conferences in FDIC’s long history. It 
would be unthinkable to pass up this opportunity to 
honor Founder Dick and FDIC by failing to join 
ranks to perpetuate and promote it to new heights, 
new successes. To this end Fire ENcineertnc pledges 
its fullest support. 


We spoke above of true leaders and the need for 
more Dick Vernors in our chosen field of fire suppres- 
sion. 

Those who have opportunity to observe and study 
the shifting scene in the nation’s fire service—and no 
one can deny it is changing in all its fundamentals 





today—are aware of the necessity for more top-flight 
leaders, and leadership, to direct and administer our 
municipal, industrial and government fire services, and 
those associations, agencies and other bodies through 
which our many-sided fire services express themselves. 





If the critical times in which we live and work and 
play have produced, and are developing fire suppres- 
sion problems which our forefather firefighters—great 
and small—never envisaged, and to meet these prob- 
lems calls for firemanship of higher caliber and en- 
deavor than was ever before dreamed of, then it stands 
to reason that our leaders of the fire service must 
possess a higher degree of all these qualities which 
make for leadership. 


Death and retirement are removing from the upper 
echelons of the service men to whom the rest of us in 
the vast business and profession of fire protection and 
prevention have looked for guidance and inspiration. 

There is a great spirit of emulation in the fire serv- 
ice. The fire department in one population bracket 
looks to and perhaps envies its larger neighbor. Its 
neighbor, in turn, yearns for the advantages and dis- 
tinction possessed by a still larger department. And 
so on, ad infinitum. With fire chiefs it is the same. 


Mere size, of course, does not connote greatness or 
leadership, but it commands respect if nothing else. 
Leadership, however, inspires emulation. And emula- 
tion, in turn, ofttimes produces new leaders. 

There are still other outstanding figures in the fire 
service and allied with it, to carry on in the Dick 
Vernor tradition. But there should be more. There can 
be more, and there can be a higher degree and quality 
of leadership if we follow the example of Dick Vernor, 
and carry forward the principles, policies, precepts and 
programs for which he stood. 
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Chicago Firemen Overcome Heavy 


Handicaps in Controlling Smoky 


5-11 Meat Market Fire 


All-night blaze in high-hazard occupancies which 


threatened similar exposures; and water shortages, test over 


third of city’s fire force. Possible loss of millions 


when refrigerating system quits, averted by cooperative 


effort of Chicago fire fighters and Fire Insurance Patrol 


THE MONTH OF MAY proved a tough 
one for Chicago’s fire fighters. A flurry 
of 5-11’s and lesser multiple alarmers 
kept members of the department and 
the fire patrol on the run and upped the 
fire loss record. 

The most noteworthy of these fires, 
from the viewpoint of the student of fire 
fighting at least, was that of May 20 
which involved an old three-story and 
basement brick building in the heart of 
the Fulton Street market section and 
threatened a wide area and _ potential 
property loss of millions of dollars. 

In some respects this stubborn, smoky 
and threatening fire was similar to the 
Smithfield market fire of London, Eng- 
land, reported in the June issue of this 


By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


journal, Both involved meat storage and 
refrigeration systems with their toxic re- 
frigerants and insulation; both presented 
subsurface extinguishing problems; both 
provided punishment for fire fighters and 
both called for heavy complements of 
firemen and equipment before being ex- 
tinguished. 


Occupancy—meat provisioning 


The premises involved occupied nearly 
half of a block-long, three-story brick 
structure facing on Fulton Street and 
running from Green Street on the east to 
Peoria Street on the west, known as the 
Fulton Market. The building is one of 
a number of similar structures covering 


some six large blocks between Randolph 
Street on the south, the Milwaukee Rail- 
road on the north, and Peoria and Hal- 
sted Streets on the west and east re- 
spectively (see diagram). Only a narrow 
alley separated the Fulton wholesale 
building from a similar exposure to the 
north. The basement of the Fulton build- 
ing contained storage areas of the dif- 
ferent occupants and the main refrigera- 
tion system which supplies refrigeration 
for over 35 firms in the wholesale provi- 
sion area. The basement sections which 
were burned out were mostly occupied 
by Lake Packing Co. and Paul Berndt. 
Five concerns occupied the first floor 
where the fire raged heaviest. They are 
Ed. R. Bethke & Co., 832; Paul Berndt 





Left: Second-alarm units roll in at 832 Fulton Street 5-11 fire. View looking east shows exposures to west of fire building. Right: At height of 
fire heavy streams beat down flames but runoff created water hazard, shutting off refrigeration unit for entire neighborhood. Pumpers blocks away 
relayed to supply towers and deck guns—All photos courtesy Chicago Fire Department 
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Left: Flames flare forth from provision plant basement driving back hand lines at east end. Fire ate through grease-soaked floors creating serious 
smoke condition. Right: Putting a searchlight unit into action at castern exposure of building. Men at far right direct streams up alley to cut off 


northern exposure 


& Co., 836; Lake Packing Co., 838; John 
R. Morreale & Co., 842, and Glenn & 
Anderson Co., 844 Fulton Street. 

The second and third floors, occupied 
by Hygrade Food Products Co., con- 
tained large stores of lard and sausage 
casings. Construction was brick joist with 
heavy wood beams and floors and wood 
roofs. A fire wall separating the two 
halves of the long building helped pre- 
vent involvement of the entire block. It 
is said there had been at least two pre- 
vious multiple alarm fires in the same 
building. Knowing its age, condition and 
occupancy, Chicago’s fire officers took no 
chances with it and removed all men 
from dangerous interior fire fighting 
when it was seen that fire had possession 
of the highly combustible interiors. 

It is reported there were heavy stocks 
of meat, most of it prime, in the five 
firms directly involved by the fire. Mil- 
lions of pounds of perishable foodstuffs 
were exposed to smoke damage. When 
the main cooling system went out it left 
between 7 and 10 million pounds of meat 
provisions valued at over $3 million with- 
out essential refrigeration. 

One other factor of the occupancies 
should be stressed: The cork and other 
insulation in the numerous lockers and 
compartments. These materials gave off 
heavy, choking smoke which mixed with 
escaping refrigerant gases ultimately 
necessitated treatment of many fire 
fighters, several of whom were hospital- 
ized. 


Fire gets good start 


The cause of the fire is as yet un- 
known. It is believed to have had its 
origin in the basement of the Berndt 
company plant. It was first noticed by 
employees within the building who tele- 
phoned an alarm. It was also spotted by 
the foreman of a wholesale meat com- 
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pany across Fulton Street as he was 
leaving work after 5:00 p.m. He saw 
smoke and ran for a pail of water, be- 
lieving the blaze was just a sawdust fire. 
But when he got back to the street, fire- 
men were already there in answer to the 
still alarm. 

The wind at the time was out of the 
northwest and north at about 18 mph, 


and it was not long before a wide area 
to leeward began to feel the smoke. 


Chronology of response 


The first alarm at 5:30 p.m. was fol- 
lowed at 5:33 p.m. by a box alarm (335 
—Fulton and Halsted Streets) which 
brought Engines 3, 5, 17, 34; Ladders 
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7:69 P.M. Special alarm for five additional pumpers was ordered by Chief Fire Marshal. 


2, 6; Squad 2; High Pressure 1; Water 
Tower 1, District Marshal 1 and Bat- 
talian Chiefs 1, 6. 

The second alarm (2-11) by the First 
Division Fire Marshal, at 5:55 p.m. 
brought Engines 11, 12, 14, 40, 42; Lad- 
ders 19, 39; Squad 1; High Pressure 2; 
Water Tower 2; Ambulance 2 and Chief 
of the Fifth Battalion. 

The third alarm (3-11) at 6:02 p.m., 
by Second Deputy Fire Marshal, brought 
Engines 1, 4, 13, 26, 103; Ladder 9; 
Squad 10 and Chief of the Second Bat- 
talion. 

The fourth alarm (4-11) by Second 
Deputy Fire Marshal at 6:09 p.m., 
brought Engines 6, 18, 20, 27, 30; the 
fifth alarm (5-11) by First Deputy Chief 
Fire Marshal at 6:20 called for Engines 
21, 25, 44, 98, 107. 

At 7:59 p.m. a special call for five ad- 
ditional pumpers was transmitted by the 
Chief Fire Marshal. In addition, three of 
the dapartment’s big lighting units rolled 
in. All told, more than 75 pieces of 
equipment and 200 fire fighters battled 
the blaze. 

First-due crews which attempted to 
reach the seat of the fire stretched hose 
lines from Fulton Street and to the rear 
by means of the alley. However, all 
hands were shortly ordered out because 
of the heat and heavy smoke and toxic 
fumes and the threat of possible explo- 
sion and violent eruption of the fire. 
Lines were taken to the roofs of adjoin- 
ing buildings; the two water towers were 
located on Fulton and Green Streets, and 
men with charged lines were posted at 
connecting doors on all floors of the 
balance of the market building to pre- 
vent further extension. 
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Water problem serious 

In a special report to Fire ENGINEER- 
ING, Chief Fire Marshal Raymond J. Daly 
explained a situation which received lit- 
tle or nu altention by the press and radio, 
but which was highly important to the 
control of the fire. 

Normally the water supply in the area 
of the fire is excellent, said Marshal Daly, 
but because of construction of the North- 
west Highway close by, it was necessary 
to make changes in the water supply 
near the fire building by cutting mains, 
resulting in some dead-end hydrants. 

Aware of what this would mean as in- 
coming companies got lines into action, 
the command issued orders for fire pump- 
ers to report to Randolph Street, three 
blocks to the south, and there to connect 
to a 36-inch main and use 34-inch hose 
to send water to pumpers at the scene of 
the fire. This action was, of course, de- 
signed to augment the supply of water to 
pumpers close to the fire building. 

Three additional pumpers were or- 
dered to use hard suction and draft water 
from the basements of the adjacent 
building to the west of that part of the 
structure involved by fire, which was 
becoming flooded because of water seep- 
ing through basement walls. They were 
to discharge this water back into the fire 
building by supplying turrets and hose 
lines. Some of these pumpers operated 
in the alley, others along the Peoria 
Street side of the building. This ma- 
neuver of reusing water on the blaze was 
successful. 

Because of the importance of main- 
taining the refrigeration system located 
in the center of the basement just out- 
side the boundary of the fire, water was 


shut down on the deck pipes and turrets 
at the earliest possible moment. Not- 
withstanding this fact, due to a grade 
level which carried water into the alley 
and basements of other parts of the Ful- 
ton Street structure, there was a small 
flood that reportedly reached 9 feet at its 
height, which put the refrigeration plant 
out of commission. 

With company provision lockers in the 
exposed occupancies heavily stocked and 
their firms faced with the need for put- 
ting the cooling system back into opera- 
tion within 24 hours or suffering heavy 
losses, they turned to the salvage corps for 
help. Members of the Chicago Fire In- 
surance Patrol under Chief Fred Kempf 
and Assistant Chief Raymond H. Redick, 
were quick to act. Owners and occupants 
of places of business directly west and 
across from the fire were brought to the 
scene and acquainted with the situation. 

In the race against time, and tempera- 
ture, it was necessary to suggest to the 
provisioners and others that meat in the 
coolers be moved to cold storage ware- 
houses away from exposure to smoke and 
fire and rapid deterioration. This was 
done and white-garbed provision men 
by scores were mobilized to transfer the 
stock to safer refrigerated storage. Health 
officials were on hand to check on all 
stock directly damaged or threatened by 
fire, smoke and water. 

According to Chief Kempf, the price 
of meat that was condemned ranged from 
40 cents to 90 cents a pound and the 
Chicago Health Department condemned 
approximately 200,000 pounds. This, 
plus damage to the building by fire, 
initially estimated at from $50,000 to 
$100,000, indicates how the total loss 
was held to a minimum. 


Civil Defense Fire and 
Rescue Service on hand 

The recently organized Chicago Civil 
Defense Fire and Rescue Service, headed 
by Charles Johnson, had several of its 
six fully equipped CD rescue trucks at 
the scene. The service is manned by 80 
men, most of them members of the city’s 
Fire Fans Association and the 5-11 Fire 
Fans Club. 

Members of the service assisted in car- 
ing for firemen who suffered heavily from 
the irritating smoke. The Salvation 
Army’s canteen was also on hand with 
coffee and sandwiches, Special police de- 
tails held back a crowd of more than 
2,000 but graciously permitted about a 
dozen members of the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association who had temporarily 
forsaken meetings to hurry to the scene 
for good “close-ups” of operations. [JC] 


Acknowledgement: The author is grate- 
ful to the following for courtesies extend- 
ed before, during and after the fire: Fire 
Commissioner Robert J. Quinn; Deputy 
Commissioner Albert Peterson; Chief Fire 
Marshal Raymond J. Daly; First Deputy 
Fire Marshal Frank Thielman; Chief 
Raymond H. Redick and Lieutenant War- 
ren Redick of the Chicago Fire Insurance 
Patrol; Chicago Fire Department Photog- 
raphers Lawrence Norris and Lieutenant 
Schuller, whose photos illustrate this re- 
port. 
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Left: South Carolina's Lieutenant Governor Hollings (left) receives token gift of appreciation from Jay W. Stevens during IAFC-inspired fire pre- 
vention conference held in Columbia. Right: New York's Governor Harriman and Jay Stevens look over new book on fire urging home inspections 
at Albany conference attended by more than 700 fire officials 


South Carolina and New York Hold 


Governor's Conferences on Fire Prevention 


THE 28TH AND 29TH GOVERNOR’S 
Statewide Fire Prevention Conferences 
were held in the States of South Caro- 
lina and New York, respectively, during 
May with record-breaking attendances. 

The South Carolina conference was 
convened on May 2, Chief Clarence A. 
Fischer, Sr., president, South Carolina 
Fire Chiefs Association, Orangeburg, 
presiding. There were 138 building in- 
spectors and fire chiefs registered for 
the occasion. 

Mayor J. Clarence Dreher, Jr., of 
Columbia welcomed the registrants and 
Chief Crawford Billings of Lancaster re- 
sponded to the welcome, after which 
Lieutenant Governor Ernest F. Hollings 
pledged the state’s support of the home 
inspection program sponsored by the In- 
ternational Association of Fire Chiefs. 

Distinguished guests at the day-long 
program included Chief Donald _ S. 
Charles, president, International Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs; Chief R. C. Malm- 
quist, Minneapolis, Minn., first vice presi- 
dent, IAFC, who spoke on “Why the 
IAFC Sponsors a Home Fire Prevention 
Program”; Arthur Spottswood, chief, fire 
prevention bureau, Minneapolis, whose 
topic was “Schooling the Fire Inspectors” 
and Jay W. Stevens, San Francisco, Calif., 
executive secretary, IAFC, whose subject 
was “Fire Prevention in the Home.” 

Other chiefs who spoke included A. 
McC. Marsh, Columbia; Alton T. Rid- 
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dick, Columbia; H. Pierce North, Colum- 
bia; Richard Singleton, manager, South 
Carolina Inspection Bureau, Columbia; 
and R. Lee Kelly, South Carolina Insur- 
ance commissioner and fire marshall, 
Columbia. 


New York host to 700 


The New York Governor’s Conference 
convened on May 26 in Albany with 
State Safety Director Michael H. Prender- 
gast presiding. More than 700 fire chiefs, 
State Fire Advisory Board members, 
county fire coordinators and fire instruc- 
tors, fire commissioners and civic officials 
attended. 

Governor Averell Harriman welcomed 
the gathering and expressed his hope that 
the conference would inspire redoubled 
efforts to cut down life and property 
losses from fire. 

Jay W. Stevens headed the speakers’ 
program which included Rudolph H. 
Swanson, past president, IAFC; Percy 
Bugbee, general manager, NFPA; Percy 
Steurwald, special agent, NBFU; Edward 
W. Foss, professor, Cornell University; 
Edward F. Cavanagh Jr., fire commis- 
sioner, New York; Benjamin G. Huskins- 
son, president, Firemen’s Association of 
the State of New York; and Edward J. 
MacDonald, fire commissioner, White 
Plains and president, Eastern Association 
of Fire Chiefs. 


A panel discussion “The How of a 
State-wide Fire Prevention Program,” 
was moderated by Roi B. Woolley, editor, 
FirE ENGINEERING and member, New 
York State Advisory Board. Participants 
included Deputy Chief Donald M. Ryan, 
Utica; Deputy Chief Edward Traugott, 
Rochester, and William N. Cross, presi- 
dent, New York State Association of Fire 
Fighters. The panel reviewed the funda- 
mentals of fire department field inspec- 
tions, with emphasis on home classifica- 


tion. LIC) 


NY Intensifies MFA Drive 


New York Fire Commissioner Edward 
F. Cavanagh, Jr., has intensified the de- 
partment’s campaign to cut the number 
of malicious false alarms. 

The drive opened July 8 when the 
commissioner, speaking from fire appara- 
tus, stumped the neighborhood of Box 
865, Fulton Street and Patchen Avenue, 
Brooklyn, from which 17 false alarms had 
been turned in during a twelve-month 
period. 

Cavanagh warned his listeners of the 
serious dangers resulting from false 
alarms which may include death and in- 
jury to firemen and civilians as well as 
damage to apparatus. Similar street talks 
were delivered in selected areas in Man- 
hattan and the Bronx. 














Left: Panel of 1,250-gpm pumper includes individual discharge gages as well as electric water level gage for booster tank and electric hour meter 


for recording hours and minutes of pump operation—Universal Fire Apparatus Corp. Right: Pump panel of high volume engine in Gary, Ind. Bottom 


row of gages record pressure for each of six discharge gates—Mazim Motor Co. 








Many Small Instruments Play Big Part 
in Operation of Today's Fire Apparatus 


The modern fire engine is a complicated and costly piece 


of mechanical equipment. Its safe, efficient operation 


depends not alone upon skilled personnel but also careful 


utilization of scientific measuring and indicating instruments 


IF YOU WERE TO ASK the student of 
fire fighting what has been the most note- 
worthy advance in the development of 
fire fighting facilities, he could well an- 
swer in one word—Mechanization! 

Mechanization came into the fire serv- 
ice with the advent of the steam fire 
engine. The first true mechanical “en- 
gine” put more power behind fire streams 
and gave “horsepower” a new meaning 
and importance. 

This event also marked the introduc- 
tion of measuring and indicating instru- 
ments necessary for effective, safe opera- 
tion of the engines. However, the gages 
employed were not so complicated that 
the then “engineers” could not easily 
master them. About all the operator had 
to do was to watch his boiler water level 
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sight glass and steam pressure gage, both 
usually located on the rear of the boiler. 
Two other gages on the sides of the 
steamer measured pump pressure and 
vacuum. 

Even on the historic self-propellers the 
apparatus driver had no dash instruments 
to watch. These came later with the in- 
troduction of the internal combustion en- 
gine, which depended on indicators for 
proper operation. As the automotive fire 
engine grew in stature, instrumentation 
followed suit. 

Most of the early motor pumpers and 
ladders were equipped with only the 
basic dash panel instruments of the day 


such as a meter to measure electrical cur- 
rent, an oil sight indicator and a speed- 
ometer. 

Few vehicles had gasoline gages— 
supply level was found by inserting a 
marked stick in the fill pipe of the fuel 
tank. Engine operating temperature was 
indicated by a thermometer sight glass 
fixed to the radiator cap. 

Pumping instruments consisted of the 
same compound and pressure gages found 
on the old steamers, usually mounted di- 
rectly on the pump in an exposed posi- 
tion. Little consideration was given the 
possibility of freezing or of lighting for 
night operations. 

As motor fire apparatus advanced in 
design and construction, adding new 
speeds, controls and mechanisms, the 
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Left: Inset panel of modern volunteer fire company pumper including tachometer, individual gate pressure, water level and temperature gages 
well lighted for night operation—Young Fire Equipment Co. Right: Front-mount pumps usually are provided with a minimum of instrumentation. 
Apparatus shown includes tachometer in addition to pressure and compound gages—American Fire Apparatus Co. 


necessity for indicating operating condi- 
tions became more imperative. This 
spurred the introduction of new devices 
and improvements on the original instru- 
ments. 

Night illumination of instruments, their 
flush mounting and seiution of the cold 
weather freezing problem followed. 

It has always been recognized by the 
fire service that because of the critical 
nature of their functions, every piece of 





Bourdon gage consists of hollow tube, oval 
in cross section, and closed at one end. Pres- 
sure admitted at open ends tends to straight- 
en tube which is in 270-degree arc when at 
rest; vacuum tends to increase curvature. Link 
at closed end of tube is connected to sector 
which transmits minute movements through 
gear to dial pointer. Principle is used on 
Pressure and compound pumping gages as 
well as in mechanical oil pressure gages on 
engine—Marsh Instrument Co. 
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automotive fire equipment and its com- 
ponent parts must be of the highest qual- 
ity. This applies to all operational instru- 
ments used on apparatus; it requires that 
they be accurate, reliable and easily read; 
that individual gages and indicators be 
clearly identified. 


Ammeter 


Perhaps the most underrated instru- 
ment on the dash panel is the ammeter. 
It indicates current in the electrical sys- 
tem which to the common gasoline engine 
is of equal importance with the fuel. 
With the present trend to greater use of 
radio and increased signal and warning 
light installations on apparatus, the am- 
meter is becoming more important to the 
operator. 

It is placed in the circuit connecting 
the vehicle battery and generator and in- 
dicates when the generator is charging 
and how much electricity is consumed 
when the battery is supplying the re- 
quirements of the system. It also serves 
as a rough indicator of the condition of 
the battery. 

If the charging rate increases gradually 
over a period of several runs, it is a warn- 
ing that one or more of the battery cells 
are shorting. If the time required for the 
charging rate to drop back to normal is 
unusually long, it indicates that the bat- 
tery has been discharged more than usual. 

When the apparatus engine is stopped 
and the ignition turned off, the pointer 
should return to zero. If it continues to 
show a discharge it is a warning that 
electrical equipment has been left on or 
a short exists somewhere in the system. 
The driver should immediately attempt to 
locate the trouble and if he cannot, a 
mechanic should check the apparatus, If 


this is not done quickly the battery may 
be exhausted and the engine will not run. 


Oil pressure 


This gage tells the operator whether 
or not the engine lubricating system is 
operating. It is mounted on the dash 
panel in all vehicles but it may be dupli- 
cated on many pump panels. 

Oil gages are of mechanical or electri- 
cal type. The mechanical unit consists 
of a “bourdon” tube with a pointer at- 
tached. Pressure is introduced by means 
of a small tubing connected to the engine 
oil system. 

The electrical gage consists of a send- 
ing unit mounted on the engine and con- 
nected to a dash-mounted receiving unit 
by means of a wire, Oil under pressure is 
admitted to the sending unit where it ex- 
erts force on a diaphragm. Connected to 
the diaphragm is a sliding contactor 
which moves across a resistor according 
to the force exerted and in turn regulates 
the flow of current through the wire to 
two electromagnets in the receiving unit. 

With no oil pressure in the engine, all 
of the electric current passes through one 
of the magnets holding the dial pointer, 
which is pivoted between both, at zero. 
As the pressure builds up, the current is 
divided by the resistor between both mag- 
nets and the dial pointer moves according 
to the greatest attraction. This movement 
is calibrated at the factory for the pres- 
sure required by the engine design. 

With the engine running the pressure 
indication should be at or about that 
stated in the manufacturer’s instruction 
book. It is possible that a lower pressure 
may be recorded if the engine speed is 
less than that necessary to maintain 20 
mph when the vehicle is moving. 
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Left: Instruments are clustered in two locations on this pump panel. Standard group at left; pressure gages at top right are for individual dis- 
charge gates—American LaFrance Corp. Right: In addition to individual gate gages, panel of this pumper includes electric tank gage. Hale hydraulic- 
operated stage valve with position indicator, and hour meter included in same case with tachometer—Mack Trucks, Inc. 


Rapid fluctuations of the pointer should 
be investigated as they are usually caused 
by low oil level. No pressure indication is 
a warning to stop the engine immediately 
and investigate the failure. 


Fuel gage 


The same principle of electrical send- 
ing and receiving units is used for gaso- 
line gages, with the exception that the 
sending unit consists of a tank float con- 
nected by an arm to the resistor con- 
tactor. The position of the tank float on 
the fuel level is reflected in the calibrated 
magnetic attraction exerted on the piv- 
oted pointer of the gage. 

The foregoing are basic to all appa- 
ratus. Many vehicles, in addition, are 
equipped with air brakes and the dash 
panels of these units will include an air 
cylinder pressure indicator and a warning 
light or audible signal device which gives 
notice of low pressure in the brake sys- 
tem. 

The modern apparatus panel also in- 
cludes a number of pilot lights which 
show when the ignition is on, that lights 
are displayed and that radio or other 
accessories are being used. These are im- 
portant sight indicators and should be 
considered in the same category with 
gages, although their use is self-evident 
and little or no explanation is necessary. 


Tachometers and speedometers 


Tachometers and speedometers are 
essentially the same instrument and fre- 
quently duplicated on both the dash and 
pump operator’s panel. 

The tachometer is valuable to the op- 
erator for indicating pumping conditions 
especially in regard to the proper use of 
a multi-stage centrifugal pump. The op- 
erating manual supplied by the manufac- 
turer is the correct guide for each indi- 
vidual case, but the fire service has 
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developed a “rule-of-thumb” which works 
very well under most conditions. 

It states that the proper stage in which 
to operate at any given time is that which 
results in the desired pressure being de- 
veloped at the lowest engine speed. With- 
out a tachometer the rule would be diffi- 
cult to follow. 

Familiarity with the instrument as it 
applies to each pumper or ladder should 
be a primary objective of fire department 
operators as observations of its indica- 
tions will frequently give warning of im- 
proper conditions. 

If the speed of the engine is higher 
than normal, it may indicate a slipping 
clutch. This is possible during driving or 
pumping. A high engine speed when 
pumping may indicate that the transmis- 
sion is in the wrong gear. 

The difference between tachometers 
and speedometers is the point of connec- 
tion on the vehicle and the resulting dial 
calibration. The tachometer is calibrated 
to measure engine revolutions and is 
driven by a rotating part of the motor 
such as the cam shaft, generator shaft, 
distributor, etc. It registers the rotations 
per minute of these parts and frequently 
is connected at a point which rotates one- 
half the true engine speed. When such is 
the case the dial is calibrated to read 
twice the shaft speed. 

Speedometers operate from a drive 
gear built into the transmission. This gear 
is designed by the manufacturer to give 
correct revolutions per mile to the drive 
cable connected to the speedometer head. 
For example, it may be so designed that 
1,001 revolutions occurring in one minute 
will indicate 60 mph. 


Odometer 


A total register connected to and built 
in the speedometer case, it visibly dis- 
plays the number of miles the vehicle 
has traveled and is driven through a 


series of gears originating at a worm gear 
cut on the speedometer shaft. It consists 
of five figure wheels numbered from one 
through zero and so constructed that as 
one wheel completes a revolution, it turns 
the next figure wheel to the left one-tenth 
of a revolution. 

On many pumpers the speedometer 
gear is included in that part of the trans- 
mission which drives the pump. This per- 
mits the odometer to register at all times 
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Tach ter and speed ter are essenti- 





ally the same instrument. Magnet is connect- 
ed to rotating shaft; non-magnetic speed cup, 
influenced by eddy currents set up by revolv- 
ing magnet, moves in proportion to speed of 
magnet. Pointer registers rpm's or mph de- 
pending on point of connection to vehicle. 
Mechanical unit is connected to rotating part 
by flexible shaft. Electrical style uses sending 
unit which supplies current through wire to 
motor attached to magnet 
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and gives an indication of the actual 
over-all work of the pumper, whether it 
is moving over the road or pumping. 

Some tachometers include an odometer 
to record the equivalent miles the engine 
has worked. This is usually included on 
vehicles where an odometer is not pro- 
vided in the speedometer or if the drive 
gear for the latter is not in the gear train 
which powers the pump. 

Other manufacturers supply total re- 
corders termed “hourmeters.” These are 
odometers connected to the tachometer 
and calibrated for the average engine 
operating speed. One manufacturer sup- 
plies a style which is based upon an aver- 
age of 100,000 rotations per hour. 


Heat indicators 


An important indicator to all drivers, 
but in particular to pump operators, is the 
engine temperature gage. In addition to 
its standard dash mounting, it is fre- 
quently duplicated on the pump panel 
where it is used to give warning of the 
necessity of using auxiliary cooling during 
long pumping stands. 

This is an important consideration 
upon which not only proper performance 
depends but in addition, the operating 
life of the engine may be prolonged by 
its proper application. Continuing to op- 
erate an overheated engine may cause 
permanent damage to its working parts. 


Pump pressures 


Two of the most important gages are 
used only for pumping; these are the 
pump compound and the pressure gages. 
Both are identical in construction, only 
the calibration and point of connection 
to the pump being different. 

Compound gages are used on the suc- 
tion side of pumps and are designed to 
measure in inches of mercury (sometimes 
referred to in the fire service as “inches 
of vacuum”) any pressure below atmos- 
pheric pressure which may be developed 
by the pump. (The zero reference point 
on a pump gage actually represents at- 
mospheric pressure.) The same gage is 
also calibrated in pounds per square inch 
above the zero and is useful in deter- 
mining residual pressure when pumping 
from hydrant or in relay. 

Some fire officers have expressed a 
preference for the use of compound gages 
on both the intake and discharge side of 
a centrifugal pump with the contention 
that priming action may possibly damage 
a pressure gage during this operation. 
However, all manufacturers will provide 
pressure gages for use on fire apparatus 
which will not be damaged by priming. 
The present National Board of Fire Un- 
derwriters specifications, contained in 
Pamphlet 19, include a provision that 
gages of this type shall be supplied with 
centrifugal pumps. 

The inclusion of individual pressure 
gages for each pumper discharge gate has 
become very popular in the fire service. 
When used in conjunction with modern 
controlling gates they permit a pump 
operator to overcome the problem of 
supplying various hose lengths and noz- 
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Dash of modern pumper has clean uncluttered look. Dial face at right behind wheel includes 
ammeter, oil pressure, fuel and temperature gages clustered around the speedometer. All en- 
gine controls are conveniently mounted for easy use by the driver Seagrave Corp. 
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Principle of electric gas gage operation. 1. Battery current energizes left magnet coil and 
goes to ground through path of least resistance via tank float connection. 2. Contactor position 
on sending unit provides equal resistance path for current which divides. Energized right coil 
causes pointer to assume balanced position between magnetic field of both coils. 3. Sending 
unit resistance is greater than right magnet coil. Most current flows to ground through coil. 
Greater magnetic flux at right coil causes armature to move pointer to full position 


zle tips at one time. Instead of averaging 
the line requirements and setting the 
pump pressure to meet the average, the 
individual gage and controlling gate per- 
mit each line to be supplied at optimum 
pressure as desired. This results in in- 
creased operating efficiency, as well as 
greater safety for the nozzlemen. 


Special panel gages 


The increased popularity of large 
booster tanks has caused a demand for 
inclusion of tank water level gages. This 
has resulted in the adaptation of the elec- 


—AC Spark Plug Div. 


trical fuel gage to the purpose by some 
manufacturers, while others have de- 
signed a “sight glass” for visibly display- 
ing the level of the water. The latter is an 
adaptation of a boiler “water glass” and 
works on the same principle. Special pre- 
cautions are taken to prevent possible 
freezing in cold weather. 

A second type of sight gage of a some- 
what unusual style is the indicating pro- 
portioner incorporated in some large in- 
dustrial foam and wetting agent pumpers. 
These are used to secure proper and ac- 
curate proportioning of foam liquid and 
1 and 2 per cent wetting agents with 
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Booster water level is shown in sight glass type of indicator on this rural pumper. Special 
engineering prevents freezing of gage during cold water operation. Recessed lighting illumi- 
nates the column for excellent visibility under all conditions—Sharpsville Steel Fabricators, Inc. 





Aerial ladder operating pedestal mounts hy- 
draulic oil pressure gage and extension indi- 
cator (in window behind rotation control). 
Inciinometer with safety scale is located on 


bed ladder adjacent to operation position 


—Peter Pirsch and Sons Co 


water; they are useful above 100-gpm 
flows. 

Two gages are used, one for water and 
one for the solution being proportioned. 
If both 1 and 2 per cent wetting agent 
are to be supplied by the same pumper 
then three flow meters are necessary. 

The meters are of the “armored” type, 
consisting of a tapered stainless steel tube 
in which is placed a magnetic float. An 
indicator ring is fitted around the meter- 
ing tube on the exterior and by magnetic 
attraction follows the float. Only the indi- 
cator is viewed through the sight glass, 
which is calibrated by graduations; the 
liquid being proportioned does not actu- 
ally contact the glass. 

In operation the desired discharge flow 
is adjusted by regulating the pump per- 
formance. A portion of the water enters 
the small end of the tapered metering 
tube, rises and contacts the float. The 
float creates a variable ring orifice or an- 
nulus between its own diameter and the 
tapered inner wall of the metering tube. 
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The area available for flow past the float 
depends upon the position which the float 
seeks in the tube. 

As the flow rate increases, the upward 
fluid pressure plus the fluid buoyant 
effect exceeds the downward pressure due 
to the weight of the float. This differential 
raises the float, increasing the annular 
area between the tube and the float, un- 
til the upward and downward forces are 
equalized in dynamic balance; at this 
point the float elevation in the tapered 
tube is proportioned to the fluid rate flow. 

The operator then admits the agent to 
be proportioned to the second flow meter. 
This is accomplished by an _ auxiliary 
pump with the volume controlled by 
means of a bypass valve. The second float 
indicator is simply brought up to the 
same point as that of the water level in- 
dicator; during the operation the indi- 
cators are kept in horizontal line which 
assures that the proper predetermined 
proportions of the agent to the water is 
maintained. 

This type of proportioner has found 
favor in the heavy industrial service as 
it is simple in operation, has a wide per- 
formance range above the minimum 
level and requires the manipulation of 
only one valve while watching the indi- 
cator level. 

The increase in the application of 
power to aerial ladder operations has 
brought with it a new series of gages and 
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Electric discharge valve includes gage to 
show exact position during operation 
—Waterous Co. 


indicators which seldom, if ever, ap- 
peared on the early apparatus. Many of 
these have been added for the safety and 
operating convenience upon the insistence 
of the fire service, while others were 
necessitated by the need for accurate 
information without which it would be 
nearly impossible to fully utilize the 
equipment. 

The gages supplied are _ usually 
mounted on the control pedestal located 
on or near the turntable of hydraulic 
ladders and in general, indicate the oil 
pressure in the hydraulic system. 

In addition, aerial ladders are fre- 
quently equipped with several sight in- 
dicators not normally found on other 
apparatus. The most common of these is 
the “inclinometer’ which is in effect a 
mounted protractor to indicate the angle 
at which the ladder is raised. As a rule, 
the same device also includes a safety 
scale which contains information on the 
limits of operation at the desired angle 
and extension. 

Some manufacturers include the safe 
operating data in a visual display on the 
control pedestal. A mechanical computer 
transfers the information gained from the 
angle of inclination and the extension of 
the ladder to tapes which are viewed by 
the operator through small windows on 
the pedestal. As ladder corrections and 
movements are made, the changing safe 
conditions are automatically displayed. 

A more recent safety limit indicator 
uses a color-coded gage face to give a 
visual display of ladder stress. The oper- 
ator may tell at a glance the conditions 
by noting if the dial pointer is in the 
green field for safe operation, or yellow 
or red for increasing danger. 


Operating panels complex 

The inclusion of all gages necessary to 
accomplish proper operation has led to a 
seeming clutter of present-day apparatus 
panels. Fire departments have been de- 
manding greater convenience and_ the 
manufacturers have found it increasingly 
difficult to include all the necessary in- 
struments in the limited space available. 

‘The popularity of individual discharge 
pressure gages, electric gate valve posi- 
tion indicators and similar accessories has 
given the design engineers serious food 
for thought. In addition, the necessary 
training required to properly use and 
service these instruments has posed addi- 
tional problems for the fire service and 
the manufacturer as well. At present 
many manufacturers are attempting to 
solve the problem of increased operating 
efficiency and convenience without over- 
crowding the operator’s panel. It must be 
admitted that the modern fire apparatus 
operator's panel may confuse the neo- 
phyte at first glance. However, as each 
operation, and the part its indicator plays, 
is explained, the purpose becomes clear 
and as the operator becomes more famil- 
iar with his instruments his efficiency in- 
creases in proportion. [JC] 

In addition to the companies credited 
with illustrations, the author acknowl- 
edges assistance of the Howe Fire Appa- 
ratus Co.; Wooster Brass Div., The Fyr- 
Fyter Co.; and Stewart Warner Corp., 
for text material. 
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Air view of Nike launching site following explosion and fire fighting operations. Middletown fire companies shown were preparing to pick up 
as photograph was taken. Brush fires caused by blast endangered neighboring homes 


Nike Explosion Jars North Jersey Coast Area 


One-in-a-million accident occurs during missile modification. 


Curious motorists choke roads and hamper fire fighting operations 


A NIKE AJAX of Battery B, 526th Anti- 
Aircraft Missile Battalion, exploded on 
its launching pad near Leonardo, N. J., 
on May 22, causing sympathetic explo- 
sion of seven adjacent missiles and kill- 
ing ten persons who were employed by 
the Army. The blast shook the Jersey 
shore area and showered the nearby vi- 
cinity of Middletown Township with ex- 
plosive warheads and pieces of the dis- 
integrated missiles. These were later 
recovered without mishap. 

Chief William Vittelli, who commands 
the nine independent volunteer fire com- 
panies in the township, was working near 
the missile base at the time. He told 
Fire ENGINEERING that about 1:30 p.m. 
he heard the blast and upon looking up 
saw a yellow smoke pall rising in the 
sky. Thinking an ammunition train of the 
Earle Naval Ammunition Depot, also in 
the vicinity, had blown up, and without 
waiting for a radio call, he headed for 
the scene. En route he was notified by 
the township police dispatcher that all 
town fire companies were responding to 
the Nike base. These included Navesink, 
Belford, Belford Independent, LEast 
Keansburg, River Plaza, Middletown, Old 
Village, Port Monmouth and Lyncroft. 

Upon arrival, Chief Vittelli found sev- 
eral motor vehicles burning in the 
launching area and scattered brush fires 
springing up in the neighborhood outside 
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the base. The nearest public hydrant is 
about 5,500 feet distant from the missile 
site. A relay utilizing six of the companies 
and employing 6,000 feet of 24-inch 
hose was set up. This long line provided 
water for extinguishing the vehicle fires 
and for dissipating fuel vapors which 
floated near the missile fueling station. 

The three remaining fire companies 
were assigned to extinguish brush fires, 
some of which, due to a sudden increase 
in wind velocity, had assumed threaten- 
ing proportion near the civilian residences 
in the adjacent area. The largest fire 
burned over about five acres of an apple 
orchard but none of the exposed houses 
suffered fire damage. 


Curious cause congestion 


Chief Vittelli stated that contrary to 
some reports, the majority of people liv- 
ing in the immediate area were not upset 
by the incident but viewed it philosophi- 
cally. Actually the greatest hazards to 
fire fighters were the curiosity-seekers 
who immediately thronged into the town- 
ship. The jam-up of autos caused serious 
road congestion, hampering the response 
of apparatus as the fire companies at- 
tempted to cope with the brush fires. 

The situation became so serious that 
Chief Vittelli ordered the local and state 


police to block all roads leading to the 
area in order to facilitate movement of 
apparatus as well as ambulances of the 
township first aid squads which answered 
a call by Army authorities. The latter 
included Middletown, Leonardo, Fair- 
view, Lyncroft and Port Monmouth, 


The 100 volunteer firemen who re- 
sponded worked about three hours at 
the scene; all companies were back in 
service by 5:00 p.m. the same day. Chief 
Vittelli said he worried at the outset that 
because of the time of day, only a hand- 
ful of men would answer the alarm, He 
and his assistants, Chiefs Newton Mallett 
and Elwood Seeley, were pleased with 
the excellent turnout of almost one-third 
of the total membership. 


Middletown Township operates _ its 
fire service on an independent volunteer- 
contract basis. Its nine companies are 
each headed by a captain or foreman 
and each year a single township chief 
and four assistants are elected by the 
members. All fire calls in the town are 
received by the police department dis- 
patcher who can sound any or all of the 
nine station alarms by means of direct 
leased lines. 


Late reports state the Army has paid 
80 claims for damages totaling almost 
$12,000. Five claims amounting to $2,- 
504 are pending. (IL 
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Volunteers who never before 
had worn protective clothing 
are experiencing the wonders 
of heat-resisting aluminized 
fabric suits during New Haven 


Field Day exercises 
All photographs courtesy 
New Haven Fire Department 





New Haven Fire Fighters Field Day 


SINCE ITS INCEPTION the annual Fire 
Fighters Field Day held at New Haven, 
Conn., has been an event to which a 
great number of eastern firemen look for- 
ward with anticipation. This year held 
out the added attraction of introducing 
the brand new training center which the 
New Haven Fire Department recently 
occupied. 

The event was sponsored jointly by the 
New Haven department under Chief 
Thomas Collins and the Connecticut 
Drillmaster’s Association, Captain Frank 
Sweeney, president. More than 1,500 
guests registered, including fire officers 
and firemen from Canada, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and the New 
England states. 

The “day” followed on the heels of the 
17th annual Connecticut State Fire Col- 
lege which was held at the same site on 
June 2-6, sponsored by the Connecticut 
State Department of Education and the 
Drillmasters Association. On Friday after- 
noon, June 6, Director Roy W. Adams, 
Public Service Training, Division of Vo- 
cational Education, presented certificates 
to 241 firemen who had attended the 
week-long session. 

On the evening of the same day the 
field day began with a tour of the brand 
new training facility, after which all 
present adjourned to the spacious audi- 
torium where several new fire service 
equipment developments were demon- 
strated. Two technical presentations, 
“The Magic of Fire,” by Hugh D. 
Graham, engineer, U. S. Bureau of Mines, 
and “Fire Detection and Alarm Systems,” 
by Donn H. Worth, safety engineer, 
Minneapolis Honeywell Co., concluded 
the opening session. 

On Saturday morning, Chief Collins, 
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ably assisted by Deputy Chief George 
Reilly, Training Officer Frank Sweeney 
and Captain Joseph Welch, started the 
program promptly at 9:30 a.m. Featured 
were fire service and civil defense demon- 
strations of high-level rescue techniques; 
various methods for coping with gasoline, 
fuel oil and solvent fires employing water 
fog, fog-foam, wetting agents and dry 
chemical; tests of the effectiveness of 
fire-retardant paints; specialized pumping 
equipment; high volume remote control 
nozzles; and newly developed warning 
devices. 





A highlight of the morning program 
was the use of a helicopter in fighting 
fires which might be encountered in an 
“off-field” aircraft crash or in forest and 
brush fires. The agile “chopper” demon- 
strated how it could pick up a foam fire 
fighting package unit, deliver it by air to 
the scene of an emergency and then as- 
sist the men fighting the fire by using its 
beating rotors to deflect the flames and 
heat as it hovered nearby. The blast of 
air from the helicopter permitted attack 
at very close range. 

Following lunch the afternoon was de- 


It’s surprising how much fire can be killed with a single small line. Here a crew using fog 
battles hot solvent fire on and around old railroad tanker set in oil-filled pit 
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voted to more fire demonstrations. These 
included the use of high and low pres- 
sure fog delivered simultaneously from 
a single pumper and a thrilling high- 
level fire on the top floor of the drill 
tower extinguished by the New Haven 
Fire Department using a fog-foam ladder 
pipe mounted on one of its 100-foot Sea- 
grave aerials. 

The use of aluminized fiberglass rescue 
and proximity suits around both gasoline 
and LPG fires was shown as well as a 
new aluminized fire blanket or tarpaulin. 
This demonstration was climaxed by 
Alan M. Larimer, sales manager of Fyre- 
pel Products, Inc., walking directly 
through the blowtorch-like flames em- 
anating from an LPG line as well as 
through a gasoline fire while clad in one 
of the rescue suits. 

The program was brought to a close 
by the New Haven Fire Department 
demonstrating its methods of coping with 
a blazing residence. A fire was kindled 
in the large smoke house and an actual 
alarm was turned in to the fire alarm dis- 
patcher by means of New Haven’s tele- 
phone alarm system. The entire sequence 
of the alarm report, the dispatch of 
equipment and the acknowledgement of 
receipt by the companies was heard over 
the public address system, As the ap- 
paratus entered the drill field and went 
to work on the blaze, Chief Thomas Col- 
lins described the actions for the benefit 
of the spectators. 


Fire apparatus and equipment 
demonstrated 


Most of the apparatus and equipment 
demonstrated at the field day have been 
previously described in Fire ENGINEER- 
1NG. Manufacturers who participated and 
the products shown included: Aluminized 
protective clothing, Fyrepel Products, 
Inc. and Mine Safety Appliances Co.; 
electronic resuscitator, Batrow Labora- 
tories, Inc.; roll-up ladder, E-Z Roll Lad- 
der Co.; fire-retardant paints, Albi 
Chemical Co.; nozzles, proportioners, 
foam liquid and wetting agents, Rock- 
wood Sprinkler Co.; dry chemical ex- 
tinguishers, Ansul Chemical Co.; heli- 
copter, Sikorsky Division, United Air- 
craft Corp.; foam package unit, American 
LaFrance Corp.; brushbreaker pumper, 
Maxim Motor Co.; high and low pres- 
sure fog pumper, John Bean Division, 
Food Machinery and Chemical Corp.; 
high volume remote control nozzle, 
Chicksan Co.; breathing equipment, 
Cycle-Flo Co.; ambulance, Superior 
Coach Corp.; electronic siren and public 
address, Electronic Enterprises, Inc.; 
high volume Leonard portable pump, 
Potter Horn, Inc.; telephone emergency 
reporting system, Southern New England 
Telephone Co.; and home alarm systems, 
Walter Kidde and Co. 

Special mention is accorded to the 
crews of fire fighters who manned the 
hose lines and fought the demonstration 
fires. These men, from several volunteer 
fire departments in the New Haven area, 
were ably directed by Commander “Al” 
Mullin, Rockwood Sprinkler Co., and 
Chief Leno Vescovi, U. S. Navy Sub- 
marine Base, New London, Conn. (JL) 
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Military “‘whirly bird” cooperates with ground crew to control hot Class B spill fire. Copter's 
blades drive smoke and heat before hosemen who easily move in to the ‘‘kill”’ 








Above: Chief Tom Collins and crew of New Haven fire fighters demonstrate foam and fog- 
foam techniques during department's field day. Below: Test of latest type reflective blanket 
demonstrates its effectiveness against radiant heat. Men in shirtsleeves, holding blanket, re- 
mained in close proximity to hot fire as blaze was extinguished with fog 
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1958-1959 officers of the New England Association are (bottom row, left to right): Chiefs Francis Dagon, East Harford, Conn.; second vice 
president; Guy L. Foss, Wolfboro, N. H., first vice president; George F. Salisbury, Central Falls, R. |., president; Thomas Slaman, Wellesley, Mass., 
past president; John W. O'Hearn, secretary-treasurer; (second row, left to right): Chiefs N. D. Broden, Cranston, R. |., director; Henry G. Thomas, 
Hartford, Conn., director; Bartholomew Curran, Scituate, Mass., director; Alfred Koltonski, Rutland, Vt., director; R. G. Seavey, Rochester, N. H., 
director; Richard Frates, Bath, Me., director; (back row): Roi B. Woolley, editor, FIRE ENGINEERING, technical consultant, and Chief William J. 
Dooling, B. F. Goodrich Co., Watertown, Mass., sergeant-at-arms—Photo by Lt. Edward J, Carroll 


New England Fire Chiefs Act to Standardize 
Hose Threads, Correct Phone Shortcomings 


36th Annual Conference also honors retiring 


Chiefs Cote and Sanborn; Wentworth again picked for 1959 


WARNING THAT FAILURE to stand- 
ardize hose threads leaves the six New 
England states particularly vulnerable to 
conflagrations like the 1938 holocausts 
and such as would result in enemy attack, 
the New England Association of Fire 
Chiefs at its closing session adopted a 
strongly worded resolution decrying fail- 
ure to standardize and urging appoint- 
ment of a working committee to collabo- 
rate with the International Association, 
National Fire Protection Association, Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, New 
England Rating Organization, Fire Ap- 
paratus Manufacturers Association and 
others to develop a plan of action to 
speed hose thread standardization in all 
fire service categories. 

In another sharply worded resolution, 
the Association warned of another evil— 
the increasing numbers of false telephone 
fire alarms and the difficulties presented 
by the automatic dial phone systems now 
being installed throughout New England. 
Pointing out that the situation is increas- 
ing the hazard to the public as well as to 
responding fire forces at a time when 
manpower shortage and the difficulty of 
replacing damaged fire apparatus is 
acute, the resolutions called for setting 
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up a working committee to cooperate 
with the IAFC’s Committee on Communi- 
cations (this body includes representa- 
tives of the NFPA, NBFU and IMSA 
and other related interests ). 

Nearly 800 fire chiefs and others regis- 
tered at the Wentworth Hotel, Went- 
worth-by-the-Sea, Portsmouth, N. H., 
June 22-25, for the 36th annual confer- 
ence of the association. President Thomas 
Slaman of Wellesley, Mass., presided. 

Once again the highlights of the busi- 
ness sessions were the round tables, con- 
ducted town-meeting style. These oc- 
cupied all of Tuesday, the 24th and were 
moderated by Chiefs Robert F. Ulm, 
Easthampton, Mass., and John F. Adams, 
Milford, Mass., with six chiefs represent- 
ing each state serving on each panel. 

Topics which were thoroughly aired 
included telephone communications with 
emphasis on the false alarm evil, the 
need for greater simplification in calling, 
and of a universal fire alarm emergency 
telephone number; standardization of hose 
threads, and problems created by amateur 
rocketeers. 

Other topics and speakers included: 
“Public Relations,” by Robert W. Schu- 
ette; “Civil Defense,” by Thomas J. 


Donnelly; “Mutual Aid,” by Edmund 
Tetreault, deputy chief, Greenfield, 
Mass.; “Fire Protection at an Atomic 
Power Station,” by John W. Laborveau; 
“U. S. Army Missiles,” by Colonel W. 
Hain;” “Aircraft Crash Fire and Rescue 
Procedures,” by W. K. Brown, chief, fire 
department, Pease Air Force Base, Ports- 
mouth, N. H. 

The demonstrations of “Patient Evacu- 
ation and Fire Suppression,” by nurses 
and others connected with the Concord 
Hospital, Concord, N. H., was unique in 
the annals of the association (this was 
described in the June FirE ENGINEERING ). 

An outstanding feature of the confer- 
ence was the exhibits of fire apparatus 
and equipment, several of them marking 
newcomers to the field of the fire service. 

The annual banquet was held on June 
25 with over 1,000 persons in attendance, 
many of them state and municipal nota- 
bles. The guest speaker was Ace Gorham, 
Socony Mobile Oil Co. 


Veterans acclaimed 


The association signally honored two 
of its oldest members, Fire Chiefs A. J. 
“Gus” Cote of Woonsocket, R. I. (ret.), 
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and Oliver T. Sanborn of Portland, Maine 
(ret.). Both were eulogized by Chief 
Henry G. Thomas in an impressive ad- 
dress. Chief Cote, a charter member of 
the New England association, attended 
its organization meeting in 1922 at Boston. 
He has been an officer and committee- 
man from the start. He served as its first 
and second vice presidents, but would 
never accept the presidency. He has at- 
tended 51 IAFC conferences. 

Chief “Ollie” Sanborn became a mem- 
ber in 1925 at the Pittsfield, Mass., con- 
ference. He was elected president at the 
7th conference in New Haven in 1929 
and has served continuously as an officer 
and delegate from Maine. His work as 
chairman of the reservations committee 
has won him wide acclaim. 

The report of Chief John O’Hearn, 
secretary-treasurer, showed the organiza- 
tion growing financially and in member- 
ship. Chief Herbert Travers, Worcester, 
Mass., reported on the two-year study of 
the by laws and constitution which he 
and his committee had made. Recom- 
mended changes in the structure of the 
organization will be voted on next year. 

The entertainment committee under 
Chief William Clifford provided an inter- 
esting program for the ladies of the con- 
ference. The traditional clam bake was 
a feature. 

The dates for the 1959 conference 
were set for June 21-25—the site, the 
Wentworth Hotel. Retiring Chief Slaman 
was presented with the gold badge of 
ex-president and a bond. 


Officers for 1958-59 


The following officers were named to 
head the association for the coming 
term: President, Chief George F. Salis- 
bury, Central Falls, R. I.; first vice 
president, Chief Guy L. Foss, Wolfboro, 
N. H.; second vice president, Chief 
Francis J. Dagon, East Hartford, Conn.; 
Secretary-treasurer, former Chief John 
W. O’Hearn, Watertown, Mass.; direc- 
tors, Chiefs, Richard Frates, Bath, Me.; 
Ralph Seavey, Rochester, N. H.; Alfred 
Koltonski, Rutland, Vt.; Bartholomew Cur- 
ran, Scituate, Mass.; Norman Broden, 
Cranston, R. I.; Henry Thomas, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Reappointed by President Salisbury 
were Chief William J. Dooling, B. F. 
Goodrich Co., Watertown, Mass., ser- 
geant-at-arms; Andrew Palmer, Woon- 
socket, R. I., press representative; Chief 
Roi B. Woolley, editor, Fire ENGINEER- 
ING, New York, technical consultant; Lieu- 
tenant Edward J. Carroll, Brookline, 
Mass., official photographer, and as 





Upper: |AFC—New England Division officials hold porch conference. Left to right (seated) 
are Chief Walter Messer, Keene, N. H.; B. Richter Townsend, general manager, IAFC; Chief 
James Casavantes, Gardner, Mass.; (standing) Chief Alfred Koltonski, Rutland, Vt.; Chief 
Herbert Travers, Worcester, Mass. Center: Presidents meet. Left to right are Chief Thomas H. 
Slaman, Wellesley, Mass., immediate past president, NEAFC; Chief Henry G. Thomas, Hartford, 
Conn., president NFPA and past president IAFC; Chief Donald S. Charles, Charlotte, N. C., 
president, IAFC. Lower: John W. O'Hearn, secretary-treasurer, NEAFC, tells presidents Slaman 
and Charles that he grew up with FIRE ENGINEERING 


chaplains, the Rev. Michael F, Collins, 
pastor, Our Lady of the Assumption 
Church, Green Harbor, Mass., and the 
Rev. John P. Fitzsimmons, pastor, Ply- 





Some of Vermont’s “Green Mountain Boys”: Left to right, Eric Paige, Woodstock; Sidney 
Lawson, Montpelier; Gordon Thaw, Barre, Fred Banks, General Adjustment Bureau, Rutland; 
Richard Holmes, deputy state CD director, Montpelier; Al Koltonski, Rutland; James Cioffi, St. 
Albans; Francis Walker, Bennington 
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mouth Congregational Church, Belmont, 
Mass. 


New England Division 
IAFC Convenes 


The annual meeting of the New Eng- 
land Division, International Association 
of Fire Chiefs, was held Monday, June 
23rd, Wentworth-by-the-Sea, N. H., with 
a large attendance. 

Officers elected to serve for the term 
1958-59 are: President, Chief Lewis A. 
Marshall, Providence, R. I.; first vice 
president, Chief James L. Grote, Chester, 
Conn.; second vice president, Chief John 

Continued on page 542 
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The article “Legend of the Aerial 
Ladder,” part II, by Clarence E. Meek 
in the May 1958 issue of Fire ENcI- 
NEERING inadvertently states on page 
377 that “In 1936 the Pirsch Company 
built its first multiple-section, all-metal 
extension ladder . . .” The date in 
this statement should read “1935.” 

Mr. W. R. Pirsch has supplied the 








Aerial Ladder Correction 


two illustrations showing early vintage 
aerials which provide an interesting 
addition to the ladder history. Above 
is a Pirsch-Couple Gear battery-pow- 
ered aerial, circa 1916. Below, a 
Pirsch-Winther all-wheel drive aerial, 
circa 1920. The tiller seat is mounted 
on the side of this unusual model, one 
of the very few of its kind. 








New York Cites Firemen For Service To City 


Mayor Robert F. Wagner presented 
heroism medals to 22 firemen and cash 
awards and medals to three others at a 
ceremony held at City Hall Plaza on 
June 17; Fire Commissioner Edward F. 
Cavanagh, Jr. presided. The next of kin 
of eight firemen who lost their lives in 
the line of duty during 1957 also received 
awards. 

The recipients included: Acting Bat- 
talion Chief J. P. Regan, $500 award; 


Fireman H. G. Cartwright, $250 and 
William H. Todd Memorial Medal; Fire- 
man J. J. Browne, Jr., $250 and Thomas 
F, Dougherty Medal; Captain Thomas D. 
Ryan, Administration Medal; 

The following received Department 
Medals in addition to the named award: 
Fireman N. Sharko, James Gordon Ben- 
nett Medal; Fireman J. W. Olson, Bella 
Stiefel Medal; Fireman R. T. White, 
M. J. Delehanty Medal; Fireman W. J. 





Mayor Wagner congratulates Captain Thomas Ryan, Supervising Engineer Unit 1, who was 
awarded the Administration Medal. Looking on are Mrs. Ryan and family together with (left 
rear) Chief of Department George David, Commissioner Cavanagh and (far right) City Coun- 
cil President Abe Stark—-N YFD photo by Hellriegel and Heffernan 


542 


Cascarella, Third Alarm Association 
Medal; Fireman W. V. Bohner, Walter 
Scott Medal; Fireman E. B. Hoetzel, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Medal; Lieu- 
tenant E. Piazza, William F. Conran 
Medal; Fireman A. L. Speyer, Thomas E. 
Crimmins Medal; Fireman E. F. Cleary, 
Mayor La Guardia Medal; Fireman C., J. 
Donoghue, John H. Prentice Medal; 
Fireman D. Sterling, Emily Trevor-Mary 
B. Warren Medal; Fireman H. M. Mc- 
Cabe, Brooklyn Citizens Medal; Fire- 
man C. R. Fay, Commerce and Indus- 
try Medal; Fireman P. J. Eisemann, 
Albert S. Johnston Medal; Fireman J. 
Gibbons, Henry D. Brookman Medal; 
Fireman J. L. Keller, Thomas A. Kenny 
Medal; Lieutenant G. Schofield, Chief 
John J. McElligott Medal; Fireman W. C. 
Rinsdale, Hugh Bonner Medal; and 
Lieutenant W. C. Morris, Vincent J. 
Kane Medal. 

Department Medals were awarded 
posthumously to: Fireman P. G. Peila, 
Fireman B. Tully, Fireman M. J. Belford, 
Lieutenant M. D. J. Kelly, Lieutenant 
R. G. Chrysler, Fireman T. J. Walters, 
Fireman M. Berenz, and Lieutenant R. 
MacClave. 


California Plans Better 
Forestry Law Enforcement 


The California State Division of For- 
estry plans to place greater emphasis on 
the law enforcement aspects of forest 
fires. To accomplish this, a newly-created 
position of law enforcement coordinator 
has been announced. 

Duties of the coordinator include di- 
rection of informal hearings to determine 
causes of large fires; engage in attempted 
recovery of damages; assist the attorney 
general or district attorneys in prosecu- 
tions; provide guidance to field adminis- 
trators; assist in training programs, and 
coordinate the enforcement program with 
other state, federal and local agencies. 

The position will be filled by civil 
service examination; starting salary is 
$644 per month. 

' 
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Continued from page 541 


E. Gallely, Beverly, Mass.; secretary- 
treasurer, Chief Walter Messer, Keene, 
N. H. 

The immediate past president is Chief 
Thomas F. Gorman, Quincy, Mass., Chief 
Lorton C. Walden, Worcester, Mass., 
Protective Department was named ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

Directors elected for three years are: 
Chief Herbert F. Travers, Worcester, 
Mass., and Chief G. Napoleon Guevin, 
Manchester, N. H.; for two years: Chief 
Leo J. Roy, Woonsocket, R. I., and Chief 
John Keefe, Bellows Falls, Vt.; for one 
year: Chief Start M. Potter, Greenwich, 
Conn. 

Chaplains reelected are: The Rev. 
Michael F. Collins, Green Harbor, Mass., 
and the Rev. Thomas P. Fitzsimmons, Bel- 
mont, Mass. 

The president was named as delegate 
to the annual IAFC conference. [JU 


FIRE ENGINEERING 











THE 
comy 
Dep: 
dedic 
guar 
citize 
berst 
1858 
all vy 
their 
escut 
Al 
Prote 
other 
that 
Roch 
of ar 
to al 
muni 
of th 
As 
Prote 
trativ 
office 
who 
year. 
orgar 
to it 
in re; 
latior 


Roch 


Prop 
Sal 


conte 
and, 
safe 
use ff 
cellai 
ard 
mops 
cover 
perfo 
rectec 
other 
their 
publi 
they 
the 
Roch 
WI 
came 


for Jl 


ation 
alter 
otzel, 
Lieu- 
ynran 


as E. 


Fire- 
idus- 
1ann, 
in J. 
edal; 
enny 
Chief 
‘fe OR 
and 
it. J; 


irded 
Peila, 
ford, 
nant 
Iters, 
at R. 


nt 


For- 
is on 
orest 
sated 
nator 


2 di- 
mine 
pted 
yrney 
secu- 
linis- 
and 
with 
es. 
civil 
y is 


tary- 
2ene, 


Shief 
Shief 
lass., 

ser- 


are: 
ster, 
evin, 
Shief 
Shief 

one 
vich, 
Rev. 
lass., 

Bel- 


gate 
J 


RING 











Protectives in front of Fitzhugh Street quarters in 1892 


The Rochester 


Photos courtesy William J, Cox 


Present apparatus which was built in fire department shops 


Protectives 


Celebrate 100th Anniversary 


THE PROTECTIVES, as the salvage 
company of the Rochester, N. Y., Fire 
Department is known, are volunteers 
dedicated to a single purpose: The safe- 
guarding of lives and property of the 
citizens of Rochester against fire. Mem- 
bership of the organization, formed in 
1858, includes some 200 men drawn from 
all walks of life. They willingly serve 
their community without pay under the 
escutcheon “We Strive to Save.” 

Although a volunteer organization, the 
Protectives differ somewhat from most 
other volunteer salvage companies, in 
that they work side by side with 
Rochester’s paid fire force. At the scene 
of an emergency, the Protectives operate 
to all intents and purposes as a regular 
municipal fire unit, under the command 
of the chiefs of the fire bureau. 

As a membership corporation, the 
Protectives maintain their own adminis- 
trative heads. These include four line 
officers, a captain and three lieutenants, 
who are elected by the membership each 
year. The captain is responsible for the 
organization’s active operations and sees 
to it that men and equipment are always 
in readiness and that the rules and regu- 
lations of the fire bureau of the City of 
Rochester are complied with. 


Property protection brigade 


Salvage duties include covering the 
contents of buildings involved by fire, 
and, if necessary, removing valuables to 
safe locations. Members are taught to 
use floodlights, generators, smoke ejectors, 
cellar pumps, water chutes and the stand- 
ard tools of the salvageman, brooms, 
mops, pails and squeegees, as well as 
covers, After salvage functions have been 
performed, the Protectives may be di- 
rected to further assist the firemen in 
other useful ways. The Protectives find 
their reward in the appreciation by the 
public of their efforts and the privilege 
they enjoy of working side by side with 
the professional fire fighters of the 
Rochester Fire Bureau. 

What is now the Rochester Protectives 
came into being when on August 23, 
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1858, a group of 51 Rochester, N. Y., 
businessmen met in the mayor's office 
and formed an organization which took 
for its name the Property Protection 
Brigade. 

The brigade shortly thereafter became 
the Protectives and as outlined in the 
articles of constitution and by laws, their 
purpose was the protection of property 
at fires and in buildings in proximity. 

The Protectives formed ranks quickly 
and requested the city to assist them in 
finding suitable quarters and obtaining 
the necessary equipment, At a meeting 
with the city fathers, the members de- 
cided upon a hand-drawn carriage and 
shortly after September 1, 1859, it was 
placed in service. This vehicle contained 
the necessary equipment of its day, such 
as canvas sacks, leather buckets, crow 
bar, axe, lanterns and ropes. Quarters 
were provided by the city on a side on 
Mill Street below Corinthian Hill. 

The infant company responded to all 
alarms and continued to grow and pros- 
per. About this time there were two 
other volunteer units in service—The 
Actives and the Alerts—both hose com- 
panies. As time passed, these organiza- 
tions were absorbed by the paid fire de- 
partment; the Protectives, however, 
continued as a separate entity. 

As with most young organizations, the 
Protectives had its share of “growing 
pains,” and at one time during the “War 
of the Rebellion,” came near to disband- 
ing when its ranks were depleted by 
members volunteering for war service. 
However, the gap was closed and the 
company survived, not without loss— 
two of its members never returned, hav- 
ing died in battle. 

By 1876, as the city grew, so did the 
number and severity of fires. The Protec- 
tives likewise grew in number and 
stature. By this time the company had 
relocated in quarters on Mill and Market 
Streets. In 1881, the unit again faced the 
need for larger quarters. Looking to the 
future it was decided to seek a new 
building. 

The members thereupon sold _ their 
property on Mill Street and with the 


proceeds erected a station on North 
Fitzhugh Street. The financing fell short 
and so the city contributed $10,000; this 
also proved inadequate, thus necessitat- 
ing the search for additional funds. The 
city then gave another $5,000 and the 
insurance companies doing business in 
Rochester subscribed $1,136.26; in addi- 
tion, local businessmen contributed $2,- 
557.86, giving a grand total of $8,694.05 
for the house and furnishings. 

On May 25, 1882, the company took 
possession of its new quarters, and on 
August 18 of that year abandoned the 
hand-drawn apparatus for a new horse- 
drawn patrol wagon with two paid 
drivers supplied by the City of Rochester. 
The company operated out of its Fitz- 
hugh Street station from May 1, 1882 
until March 25, 1906, when it moved 
into the then new fire headquarters build- 
ing on Central Avenue and Front Street. 
Still later the unit was compelled to move 
to other temporary quarters as a result 
of the relocation of Hose Company 11, 
after its quarters were destroyed by fire. 

It was while the Protectives were 
quartered on Fitzhugh Street that they 
lost their first member in the line of duty. 
Harry Austin, a former assistant foreman, 
was killed October 2, 1896, while help- 
ing fight a fire in a building on the cor- 
ner of Andrew and St. Paul Streets. 

From Maré¢h 1906 until August 1937, 
the Protectives operated out of fire head- 
quarters on Central Avenue. During this 
time (in 1915) the first mechanized ve- 
hicle was acquired and placed in service. 

As a result of an improvement policy 
program of the City of Rochester in 
August 1937, the Protectives moved to 
their present location at fire headquar- 
ters, North Street and University Avenue. 

During its long and proud history the 
Protectives have worked at many of 
Rochester’s serious and devastating fires. 
On June 20, 1949, their apparatus was 
demolished by a falling wall while work- 
ing at a multiple alarm fire at Commer- 
cial and Verona Streets, The present 
apparatus was engineered and _ con- 
structed by the Rochester Fire Bureau 
and placed in service in 1950. OO 
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Correction in Ladder Test Procedure 


George R. Layden, chief engineer of 
Peter Pirsch and Sons Co., and author 
of the article “How Safe Is a Ladder?” 
originally presented at the Fire Depart- 
ment Instructors Conference in Memphis 
and printed in the May issue of Fire En- 
GINEERING, has informed the editors that 
the Technical Committee of the Fire Ap- 
paratus Manufacturers Association and 
the Fire Equipment Committee of the 
National Fire Protection Association have 
revised the test procedure to determine 


the structural safety of a 12 or 14-foot 
ladder rung. 

It has been determined that the differ- 
ence in weight between 12 and 14-foot 
ladders could vary the rung thrust load- 
ing. The test procedure has been re- 
worked to eliminate the possible error 
caused by the weight factor. The accom- 
panying diagram should be substituted 
for that part of Fig. 2 on page 378 of 
the May issue, which shows the complete 
ladder test. 


Thompson Engine Company Has 126-Year History 


This year the Thompson, Conn., Fire 
Engine Company celebrates its 126th 
birthday. The company was first organ- 
ized in 1832 upon petition of the citizens 
of Thompson Hill; it was incorporated 
in 1837. 

In March 1852, the members voted to 
disband because they could not interest 


Top: Original hand tub pumper was called the 
Present pumper is equipped for both high and low pressure 
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the people of the community in procuring 
needed equipment such as buckets, hooks, 
ladders, etc. 

The company was reorganized in Au- 
gust 1852 and although it failed to obtain 
the desired financial support until the 
turn of the century, it managed to remain 
in existence. Today the company boasts 





“coffee mill'' or ‘‘side winder."’ Bottom: 


a modern pumper and a forestry unit. 

Chief James Elliot, a veteran of 30 
years’ service, was elected head of the 
company in 1935 and has continued in 
the position ever since. He is also fire 
marshal of Windham County and a vice 
president of the Connecticut Firemen’s 
Association. 


Hayward Wins 
“Grand Award”’ 


The City of Hayward, Calif., was re- 
cently selected as the “Grand Award” 
winner of the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce’s 1957 Inter-Chamber Fire Waste 
Contest. The honor was bestowed on the 
city in recognition of its fire prevention 
education program and its continuing 
efforts to improve its fire defenses. It is 
said to be the first time that a California 
city has won the award in the 35-year 
history of the contest. 





Shown in the photograph is U. S. 


Chamber President Philip M. Talbott 
(right) presenting trophy to Fire Chief 
Matthew Jimenez (center) and Hayward 
Chamber President Orland Close. The 
ceremony took place at the annual award 
dinner in Washington, D. C., on April 28. 


U. L. of Canada Tests Floors 


The first official standard full-scale fire 
test ever conducted in Canada on an as- 
sembly representing a fire resistive floor 
and ceiling construction was carried out 
on May 27, by engineers of Underwriters’ 
Laboratories of Canada at its headquar- 
ters in Scarborough, Ont. 

This event marked another milestone 
in the continuing development of Under- 
writers’ Laboratories of Canada as a 
nationally recognized safety testing organ- 
ization. By assisting building officials, fire 
marshals and other inspection authorities 
in their continuing efforts to develop fac- 
tual information concerning fire resistance 
classifications of various building con- 
structions, this new test facility at Under- 
writers’ Laboratories of Canada _ will 
greatly serve to safeguard lives and 
property against the ravages of fire. 

The test was witnessed by a group of 
interested building officials and inspection 
authorities and representatives of manu- 
facturers whose products were being 
studied. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 











rec 
to 

old 
sin 


Se: 
cot 
as 


del 





De; 
new 


nit. 

f 30 
f the 
ed in 
) fire 
. vice 
men’s 


is re- 
vard” 
Com- 
Vaste 
n the 
‘ntion 
nuing 

It is 
fornia 
)-year 





J, Ss 
albott 
Chief 
ward 

The 
ward 
ril 28. 


ors 


le fire 


mn as- } 


floor 
d out 
riters’ 
|quar- 


>stone 
inder- 
as a 
yrgan- 
s, fire 
orities 
p fac- 
stance 

con- 
Inder- 

will 

and 


up of 
ection 
manu- 


being 


ERING 





short cuts and gadgets~ 





Fire Simulator Adds Realism To School Fire Drills 





The Needham, Mass., Junior High 
School manual training class has con- 
structed a “fire simulator” for the purpose 
of adding realism to regular school fire 
drills. It consists of a plywood cutout 
painted to represent flames. 

Prior to the sounding of the drill sig- 
nal, the mock fire is placed in one of the 
normal routes used by classes for evacu- 
ating the building. It indicates that the 


exit has been blocked by flames and 
cannot be used. 

Students surprised by finding the stairs 
or hallway cut off by fire must take alter- 
nate escape routes. The use of the device 
has focussed the students attention on 
the serious purpose of the drill and the 
fact that “cut-and-dried” procedures, if 
blindly followed, may lead to disaster. 

Adapted from “Gamewell Soundings” 


St. Louis Fire Department Builds Tow Truck 


The St. Louis, Mo., Fire Department 
recently added a new tow truck and hoist 
to its apparatus complement, replacing an 
old wrecker which had been in service 
since 1928. 

Director of Public Safety Joseph P. 
Sestrick required a type of vehicle that 
could also be used in emergencies such 
as pulling down walls, removing heavy 
debris from buildings, etc. For this reason 


the unit is equipped with crow bars, 
snatch blocks, picks, shovels and jacks. 

It was built under the supervision of 
Master Mechanic Fred Witler and utilizes 
an International Harvester Co. tractor of 
an aerial which was removed from active 
service. The wheel base of the vehicle 
was extended 30 inches and overload 
springs were added; a platform body, 
complete with tool compartments and a 





—St. Louis Fire Department photo 


Deputy Chief James Sauerwein (left) and Master Mechanic Fred Witler shown with the 
new emergency wrecker recently completed by the St. Louis Fire Department maintenance shop 
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Holmes 660 wrecker, was then mounted 
to complete the unit. 

According to Chief Hugh F. Lyon, the 
total cost amounted to $5,400 and the 
truck is valued at $12,400. 


Hydrant ‘‘Billboard”’ 
Promote Fire Prevention 


Hydrants in the city of Alexandria, Va., 
are used as “baby billboards” to promote 
fire prevention. According to Fire Chief 
Bernard Padgett they have proven excel- 
lent “attention getters” for the depart- 
ment’s continuous fire prevention cam- 
paign. 





The small signs (approximately 10 by 
16 inches,) are prepared with a cutout 
for attaching over the nozzle of a 2%%- 
inch outlet of a hydrant. A “fire back- 
ground” is painted on the sign with a 
national fire prevention slogan in con- 
trasting colors lettered over it. 

The signs are attached to hydrants in 
strategic areas by simply removing the 
cap, placing the sign over the nozzle, and 
replacing the cap. Chief John E. Poser of 
the fire prevention bureau reports the 
reminder signs have been well worth the 
little extra effort required to produce and 
install them. 


Salvage Cover Life Net 


The Basic Information and Standard 
Operating Procedures section of the 
Omaha, Neb., Fire Department Training 
Manual, has a good tip on the use of 
salvage covers as emergency life nets. 
Any salvage cover in good condition can 
effectively be used for second floor res- 
cue, when spread and held by at least two 
men on each side—never above the sec- 
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-— FALSE ALARMS _ 








Chemistry as She Is Taught 


Textbook style: “The puissance of hy- 
drochloric acid is contestible; however, 
the corrosive residue is inharmonious 
with metallic persistence.” 

Student engineer style: “Hydrochloric 
acid eats the hell out of steel.” 


The midnight quiet of the station house 
dormitory was suddenly shattered—not 
by the bell—but by the screams of Fire- 
man Goodlife. When the din and con- 
fusion subsided, the lieutenant asked, 
“What's the matter with you Goodlife, 
dream about a fire and yellin’ for help?” 

“Naw,” replied the abashed Goodlife, 
“I had a terrible nightmare—but not 
about fire. About Marilyn Monroe. I 
dreamed that she was kissing and hug- 
ging me and making love to me.” 

“And what's so wrong in that? You 
call that anightmare?” 

“Yeah, I do,” said Goodlife, “I kept 
pushing her away!” 


“Did that speaker on chemistry at the 
conference electrify his audience? 
“Heck no—he only gassed it.” 
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Oh, the first two weeks in August 
Are my vacation time. 

From off my roll I brush the dust 
And return without a dime. 


Chief Cinder had had a hard night 
fighting a three-bagger tenement fire. 
Worse, the top brass had dressed him 
down for using too much water—seems 
that some of the crew nearly floundered 
in the flooded basement. 

It didn’t improve his disposition when 
the owner of the premises called him up 
and said, “My cellar is full of water— 
what’re you gonna do about it” 

“So what,” yelled the chief, “for the 
cheap place you run, whaddye want— 
champagne?” 


A fierce argument was taking place be- 
tween a man and wife at McSorley’s 
taproom, when a stranger entered the bar. 
He edged his way between the fighting 
couple and said to the bartender, “I 
want something long, cold and full of 
gin. 

“Here buddy,” offered the man who 
was getting the worst of the argument, 
“Take my wife!” 
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“Over here, Chief—you'll see what | mean by ‘water damage’!" 
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The city fathers (or grandfathers) 
were meeting with the local chiefs for 
the umpteenth time to settle the question 
of a new pumper. After getting nowhere, 
the veteran chief had this to say: 

“Gentlemen, before we adjourn, I 
move that our next conference be held 
on a merry-go-round. 

As they looked at him in astonishment, 
he added this tag of explanation: “We 
never get anywhere!” 


Pardon me if you’ve heard this’un. It’s 
about the two thoroughly plastered 
males who were driving like mad in an 
automobile. “Shay,” one fumbled his 
words, “be s-s-shure t’turn out f’that 
bridge ’ats coming down-a road toward 
us. 

“Wha ya mean me, turn out,” the other 
snorted, “I thought you were driving!” 


Veteran: “Did you smile at your troub- 
les, like I advised you?” 

Plebe: “Yeah, and the captain warned 
me three times to wipe that silly grin 
off my face and get to work.” 


Pay Day Pains 


“Have you forgotten that ten spot I 
loaned you last payday? 
“Not yet, gimme time.” 


Kinkchaser sez: “The less principle a 
gal has, the more interest she draws.” 


Judge: “Who was driving when you 
collided with that car?” 

Drunk (triumphantly): “None of us 
—hic—we were all inna back seat.” 


The company foolosopher says that 
puppy love is just the beginning of a 
dog’s life. 


Trying Times 


Gertie: “Gee whiz, is that fireman 
friend of mine trying at times!” 

Myrtle: “That’s nothing, mine is trying 
at all times!” 


They tell about Sir Aubrey Smith, 
grand old gentleman of stage and screen, 
who liked to dine quietly. Seems he was 
rather put out when, in a Hollywood 
restaurant, he happened to be seated 
near a noisy diner who kept yelling for 
the waiter. “What do you have to do,” 
demanded the pest finally, “to get a glass 
of water in this dump?” 

The sedate, polished Sir Aubrey 
turned to the noisy one and quietly said: 
“Why don’t you try setting yourself on 
fire?” 

Anon 


“Did she blush when her shoulder strap 
broke?” 
“I didn’t notice.” 


FIRE ENGINEERING 











1M 


for JI 


hers ) 
s for 
»stion 
here, 


m, I 


held 


ment, 
“We 


1. It’s 
tered 
in an 
| his 
f’that 
ward 


other 
ng!” 
roub- 


arned 
grin 


pot I 


ple a 
»s.”” 


1 you 


of us 
> 


that 
of a 


reman 


trying 


smith, 
creen, 
e was 
rwood 
seated 
ag for 
» do,” 


| glass 


ubrey 
- said: 
elf on 


n 


y strap 


ERING 





Let’s talk DOLLARS and SENSE about 


EUREKA 
Multiple-Woven 


Tue BEst is usually least expensive in the long run. 
And that goes double for fire hose! Here’s why: 































Your dollar spent for the lowest-priced approved 
hose can be divided over an average service life of 
about 4 years... or 25 cents per year. Suppose, 
however, you invest not one dollar but two dollars in 
the same footage of premium quality Eureka 
MULTIPLE-WOVEN Hose. According to the 
experience of users, your two-dollar investment in 
this uniquely constructed hose may well be spread 
over a useful service life of 16, 20 or even 24 years 
...or 8 to 12 cents per year! 


In the long run, then, Eureka MULTIPLE-WOVEN 
may easily cut your hose expenditures by more 

than half! At the same time you'll have a hose you 
know won’t let you down... won’t warp or writhe 
excessively ...and will deliver maximum pressure to 
the nozzle! There’s no other hose like it. Specify it on 
your next order! You’ll have the added satisfaction 
of dealing with a specialist in fire hose! 


pomepeer terra 


LEGG OCERIG 


All plies of Eureka Mul- 
tiple-Woven Hose are 
woven and interwoven 
simultaneously, leaving 
no space between plies for 
collection of water, dirt 
or mildew. 





"For greater protection to life and property” 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE & 


Since 1875, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Cotton Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 
1 Market Street e Passaic, New Jersey Division of United States Rubber 
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WHAT'S NEW {- 


Among the Manufacturers 








products 
¢ processes 


°* personalities 











‘‘Ambulitter’’ stretcher 









The Ambulitter Corp., Chestertown, 
Md., has introduced a one-man folding 
stretcher which is an adaptation of a 
standard army litter mounted on low- 
pressure pneumatic rollers. 

The litter is assembled for use by un- 
folding the framework and inflating the 
nylon-rubber rollers. Air for this purpose 
is stored under pressure in the metal 
frame tubing. 

The unit may be used as a supply car- 
rier as well as stretcher and is said to be 
useful in transporting persons and mate- 
rials over difficult terrain. 


Audio Equipment Co. Moves 


A new air-conditioned plant at 75 Har- 
bor Road, Port Washington, L. I., N. Y., 
doubles capacity for Audio Equipment 
Company, Inc., formerly located in Great 
Neck, L. I. The company manufac- 
tures Audio Hailer electronic mega- 
phones, widely used in fire and police 
departments, industria] safety depart- 
ments, and for civil defense. 


Hercules Acquires Hall-Scott 


Hercules Motors Corporation, 101 
Eleventh Street, S. E., Canton 2, Ohio, 
has purchased the Hall-Scott Engine 
Division of Berkeley, Calif. 

W. L. Pringle, president of Hercules, 
announced the purchase includes al] in- 
ventory, certain machinery, tools and en- 
gineering data along with the use of the 
Hall-Scott name. 

Hercules plans to build Hall-Scott en- 
gines in their present plant facilities at 
Canton, and will continue to produce 
the well-known engines and _ provide 
service and parts for units in the field 
through their world-wide distribution 
facilities. 

This will complement Hercules’ present 
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line of liquid and air-cooled gasoline and 
diesel engines and will make available 
horsepower ranges of from 5 hp to 600 
hp. 

Mr. Pringle said the Hall-Scott engines 
will be available as quickly as it is possi- 
ble to move the necessary machinery and 
inventory from Berkeley, Calif., to Can- 
ton, Ohio. 


Fyr-Fyter Acquires Kruger 


William M. Wetzel, chairman of the 
board of The Fyr-Fyter Co., 221 Crane 
Street, Dayton 3, Ohio, has announced 
his firm has acquired the machinery and 
equipment of Kruger Manufacturing Co., 
Buffalo, N. Y., supplier of drawn steel 
and brass containers, The new facilities 
will enable Fyr-Fyter to fabricate brass 
and steel shells for its dry chemical and 
liquid chemical extinguishers. 


New Onan Generators 


D. W. Onan & Sons Inc., Minneapolis 
14, Minn., has announced three new 
electric generators. Model 105AK-115M 
is a lightweight portable unit with an 
output of 1,500 watts, 115-V D.C. Model 
1AJ-1RV1330 (1,000 watts) and Model 
2LK-1RV1330 (2,000 watts) are designed 
for vehicular or fixed lighting or commu- 
nications where high current drain is im- 
posed. Both are 115-V A.C. with 30-amp 
12-V D.C, battery charging circuits. 






Alfco 900 Series Pumper 


American LaFrance Corp., Elmira, 
N. Y., has announced its 900 series de- 
luxe and custom pumpers. The new de- 
sign incorporates a wider cab with a 
a Pinas : 

wrap-around” windshield and more con- 
venient driving controls including an ad- 
justable seat. 



















Other refinements include a lower 
body with heavier frame, seven enclosed 
and two open compartments, new posi- 
tive displacement priming system and 
ball-type discharge gates. The series of- 
fers a choice of 6-cylinder, 12-cylinder 
or a new V-8, 300 bhp engine. Turbo- 
matic torque converter is available as an 
optional extra. 

With the major changes in the ap- 
pearance of .the new series, there is no 
increase in basic over-all dimensions. 


Schneck Safety Insoles 


The Schneck Textile Fibre Co., P. O. 
Box 473, Narberth, Pa., has introduced 
a new protective insole for firemen’s 
boots called “Nysole.” Woven of ballistic 
nylon, as used in the manufacture of ar- 
mored vests, the company claims they are 
puncture-proof as well as non-conduc- 
tive. 


New Maxim ‘‘Brushbreaker’’ for Cape Cod, Mass. 


Barnstable County on Cape Cod, 
Mass., has recently taken delivery of a 
new “Brushbreaker” which, it is claimed, 
can negotiate difficult wooded terrain 
and can knock down trees up to 12 
inches diameter. 

Built by Maxim Motor Co., Middle- 
boro, Mass., the wide-track, 6 x 6 vehicle 
has all-wheel drive from a 212-bhp en- 
gine and a special underdrive transfer 
case for crawling speeds. 








: It features power steering and power 
brakes, the latter with individual axle 
brake line valving to prevent loss of all 
braking effect if a line is ruptured, and 
a reinforced double frame with a special 
spring suspension. 

The electric booster reels are supplied 
from an 800-gallon tank by a power- 
takeoff 1,000-psi high pressure pump. A 
second pump, powered by its own air- 
cooled engine supplies water from the 

?. 
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Ba the secre? . . . combines lighiness with super toughness. Tested on 

ji hese to over 1500 pounds, independent laboratory tests proved 
that “the hose will blow before FORGEX will go.” All brass, 


non-corrosive, cost no more than ordinary couplings. 


ON BRASS 


CLisiebelagiim FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


SPECIFY FORGEX ® 


FORGEX has the tapered hose bowl 


AKRON BRASS MFG. CO., INC. e WOOST 


a 








tank to four 1%-inch discharge gates. It 
is equipped with hard suction and can 
be used for filling the tank. 

A 15-ton winch is mounted on the 
front of the vehicle behind the heavy 
steel brush guards. 


industrial Fire Fighting Truck 


The Lofstrand Company of Rockville, 
Md., has introduced a compact, highly 
maneuverable fire fighting vehicle for 
operating through aisle spaces inside 
plants, as well as on ramps and slopes of 
as much as 15 per cent. 





The combined fire and emergency unit 
carries fire extinguishers, ladders, first aid 
kits, resuscitator, gas mask, stretcher and 
other tools. A walkie-talkie set is avail- 
able as auxiliary equipment. 

Although primarily intended for 
emergency fires and accident operation, 
it may be used for small chore plant 
maintenance and for guard or watchman 
duty. It also finds application in certain 
civilian defense functions. 


Christopher Squad Pumper 


The Christopher Co., Division of In- 
ternational Auto-Industries Corp., 100 
Central Park South, New York 19, N. Y., 
has developed a new squad pumper us- 
ing either GMC or Chevrolet chassis. 





Called the “Fire Quad,” the manufac- 
turer states it may be equipped with a 
high-pressure or conventional pump up 
to 500 gpm; one or two booster reels; up 
to 300 gallons of water; storage compart- 
ments for miscellaneous equipment; and 
a hose bed for 1,500 feet of 24-inch 
hose and 2,000 feet of 14-inch hose. It 
has a sedan cab seating five men and the 
open rear portion can seat four to six. 
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New Federal Beacon Ray 


A new, 360-degree warning beacon 
has been designed by Federal Sign and 
Signal Corporation, 8700 South State 
St., Chicago 19, IIl. 

An improved version of the famed 
“Beacon Ray,” it uses four sealed-beam 
spotlights which rotate 95 degrees and 
reverse to produce an irregular pattern 
of flashes which vary in frequency. 





Three styles are available in red, green, 
blue, amber, or clear white for both 
6 and 12 volts. 


McCulloch Brush Cutter 

A new power tool, from McCulloch 
Corporation, 6101 West Century Blvd., 
Los Angeles 45, Calif., has a variety of 
uses for firemen, foresters and municipal 
maintenance crews. 

It is available as a complete unit or 
as an attachment for McCullough’s chain 
saws. 

Clearing and trimming dense brush in 
inaccessible places, as well as fire fight- 
ing and the clearing of fire lines all come 
within the scope of this new power tool. 


Ansul Marine Extinguishers 


Ansul Chemical Co., Marinette, Wis., 
is introducing two new types of marine 
dry chemical fire extinguishers which fea- 
ture special salt water resistant undercoat- 
ings and marine name plates indicating 
Coast Guard approval. 

They include portable models designed 
for smaller craft with accessible engine 
compartments and semiportable extin- 
guishing systems with 150 and 350-pound 
capacity designed for the engine rooms 
of large boats. 

The semiportable extinguishing systems 
are equipped with 50 feet of hose and 
Dualstream nozzles and are suitable for 
one-man operation. 


Hein-Warner Rescue Kit 





A new hydraulic rescue kit for fire de- 
partments, police squad cars, civil de- 
fense vehicles and industrial plants is 
announced by Hein-Werner Corpora- 
tion, Waukesha, Wis. The standard hy- 
draulic pump has a 4-ton capacity and 
10 and 20-ton sizes are available. Basic 
tools and extensions are clipped in place 
in a steel box provided with three han- 
dles suitable for one or two-man carry. 


Chicago Fire Department Receives New Station Wagons 


The Chicago Fire Department has 
added eight emergency station wagons to 
its apparatus roster. The new Chevrolet 
chiefs’ cars also serve as ambulances and 
carry emergency power generators, two- 
way radios, ax, splints, folding stretcher, 





first aid kit, crow bars, fire hooks and 
gasoline-operated siphon to pump out 
basements. Mayor Richard Daley, and a 
group of Chicago officials, inspect the 
new cars in front of city hall. 

Continued on page 568 
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= UR FUTUR IS GREAT IN A GROWING AMERICA | 
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THE CITY THAT DIDN'T EXIST A MONTH AGO 


Every 30 days the U.S. adds as many new Americans as 
live in Norfolk, Va.—creating brand-new wants and 
needs which must be satisfied. 


What does this mean to you? It means greater opportu- 
nities than ever before—in all fields. Home construction 
is expected to double by 1975. Power companies plan to 
increase output 250% in the next 20 years to provide 
the power for scores of new labor-saving devices. Cloth- 
ing suppliers predict a one-third increase in 7 years. 


With 11,000 new citizen-consumers born every day, 
there’s a new wave of opportunity coming. 


7 BIG REASONS FOR CONFIDENCE IN AMERICA’S FUTURE 


1. More people ... Four million babies yearly. U.S. popula- 
tion has doubled in last 50 years! And our prosperity 
curve has always followed our population curve. 


2. More jobs... Though employment in some areas has fallen 
off, there are 15 million more jobs than in 1939—and there 
will be 22 million more in 1975 than today. 


3. More income . .. Family incoine after taxes is at an all- 


. More production .. . U.S. production doubles every 20 
years. We will require millions more people to make, sell 
and distribute our products. 


. More savings . . . Individual savings are at highest level 
ever—$340 billion—a record amount available for spend- 
ing. 

. More research .. . $10 billion spent each year will pay off 
in more jobs, better living, whole new industries. 


7. More needs .. . these developments call for vastly greater 
fire protection, which will see the expenditure of many mil- 
lions for fire stations, apparatus and equipment. 


FREE! Send for this new 24-page illus- ‘Soir 
trated booklet, “Your Great Future in a Great Future 
Growing America.” Every American ina 
should know these facts. Drop a card to- | Sins America 
day to: ADVERTISING COUNCIL, Box 10, 

Midtown Station, New York 18, N. Y. 


time high of $5300—is expected to pass $7000 by 1975. (This space contributed as a public service by this magazine.) 
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CONTROLLED VENTILATION UNITS 


NOT JUST A FAN... but a powerful 
vacuum-action air screw... Super Vac is amazingly 
simple in operation, made possible by the efficient 
design of the powerful propeller that is the 
heart of the unit. This patented propeller produces 
100% pulling or blowing power over its entire surface. 


Proved method of saving lives while also 
reducing smoke damage 


Fire departments nation-wide attest to the speed with which Super Vac 
provides controlled ventilation ...so necessary in modern fire fighting. This 
multi-purpose unit primarily (1) gets rid of smoke and fumes through its 
powerful vacuum action...or, (2) furnishes a tremendous blast of fresh air 
into the smoke-congested area, reducing the dangers of combustion and asphyx- 
iation. Although one unit is often sufficient, complete controlled ventilation 
can be more speedily accomplished by using two or more units... one or more 
units pulling out the smoke and fumes while the remaining units blow in a 
steady supply of fresh air. 


* Highly portable...operates in any position 
* Design permits vertical stacking 
* Made in 16” and 24” sizes 
* AC or DC, regular or explosion-proof motors 
* Choice of red or white baked enamel finish 
* Running board mounts available 


For complete details 
and specifications on 


«+. contact your 

fire equipment dealer 
SUPER VACUUM MANUFACTURING CO., Inc 

++. Or write manufacturer 31912 East Seventeenth Ave., Denver 3, Colorado 
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Questons and Answers 


Solving for Engine Pressure 


To the Editor: 

Two lines of 214-inch hose each 400 
feet long are siamesed into a heavy 
stream appliance which is equipped with 
a 1%-inch nozzle. The appliance is lo- 
cated on the roof of a two-story building; 
80 psi nozzle pressure is desired. Allow 
5 psi per story for back pressure. What 
must be the engine pressure? Can this 
problem be solved by first combining the 
lines? 

mn. W. i. 


Answer: Use the formula E. P.=N. P. 
x (1.1+KL), where nozzle pressure is 
80 psi; K, for two 24-inch lines siamesed 
and equipped with a 14-inch nozzle, 
is .135; and L, the number of 50-foot 
lengths of hose in the line, is 8. 

E. P.=80 (1.1+ [.1358]) 

=80 (1.1+1.08) 
=80 X2.18 
=174 

Allowing 5 pounds per floor for back 
pressure, the corrected engine pressure 
will be 174+10, or 184 pounds. 

This problem can also be solved by 
first combining the lines. The factor for 
combining two parallel lines of 2%-inch 
hose into a single line is 3.6. 

400+ 3.6=111.1 

E, P.=N. P.X(1.1+KL), where noz- 
zle pressure is 80; K for a single line of 
2%-inch hose with a 1%-inch nozzle is 
.505; and L is 2.2. 

E. P.=N. P. X (1.1+[.505 X 2.9] ) 

=80X (1.1+1.1) 
=80X2.2 
=176 pounds 

Allowing 10 pounds back pressure, the 
corrected engine pressure will be 186 
pounds, 

Either method is acceptable, although 
the first answer is considered more ac- 
curate. 


Supplying Sprinkler System 


To the Editor: 

At a recent fire I was required to pump 
into a sprinkler system. Following this, a 
discussion arose as to the proper method 
of supplying such a system. 

In your opinion, what is the best 
pumping procedure to use? N. B. 


Answer: The “best” method may be de- 
batable but the simplest is to pump into 
the system at 150 psi (see Fire ENcI- 
NEERING Round Table, November 1957 
through February 1958 and NBFU Bulle- 
tin No. 21). 

If the pumper is “Class A,” it is then 
necessary only to maintain the engine 
speed required to produce this pressure. 
If additional heads in the system operate, 
the pumper will automatically supply the 
required amount of water as long as 150 
psi is maintained. 

If the water requirements exceed the 
capacity of the pumper this will be noted 
by a high engine speed and inability to 
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maintain the pressure, This indicates that 
an additional pumper is necessary. 

The pump governor or relief valve 
should be used, as this will serve as a 
measure of protection for the hose and 
sprinkler system against excessive pres- 
sure rise in the event firemen plug a 
number of heads. 


Producing Chemical Foam 


To the Editor: 

When using chemical foam with salt 
water being supplied to the generator, 
are three lengths of 2%%-inch hose re- 
quired on the discharge side for delivery 


of the proper mixture? 
CB; 


Answer: The amount of hose connected 
to the discharge side of a chemical foam 
generator depends mainly on the temper- 
ature of the water. Foam chemicals give 


the best results when the water tempera- | 


ture is between 50 and 100 degrees F.; 
optimum results are obtained between 
60 and 70 degrees F. 

Two or three lengths of hose may be 
used but if warm water is employed not 
over two 50-foot lengths should be at- 
tached to the generator. 

The use of fresh or salt water, either 
hard or soft, has no appreciable effect on 
the quality or volume produced. How- 
ever, high water temperature may pro- 
duce foam which is more susceptible to 
breakdown, (See National Fire Codes, 
NFPA, Volume IV, Section 11-43 and 
U. S. Navy Manual “Structural Fire 
Fighting” 1953, OPNAV Instruction 
5560.7 page 63.) (IZ) 


Nuclear Nike Missiles 
Safe CD Directors Told 


Major General Dwight E. Beach, Army 
guided missiles director, recently told 
the National Association of State and Ter- 
ritorial Civil Defense Directors that Nike 
guided missiles, even with nuclear war- 
heads, “are much safer than neighbor- 
hood gasoline stations.” 

Speaking at a meeting of the asso- 
ciation in Washington, General Beach 
explained the so-called “kill areas” of a 
Nike-Hercules missile, when sent out to 
intercept an enemy bomber would be 
over non-populated areas. He also said 
there is no fall-out hazard when the 
Nikes are exploded at “safe altitudes.” 

—Irving Wallen Johnson, Sr. 


Forest Fire Costs Up 


Expenses for the 1958 forest fire season 
on federal lands exceeded the appropria- 
tions allowed and as a consequence, the 
House and Senate have approved $4,500,- 
000 additional funds for the current fiscal 
year, 

Total burned area of forest and range 
land under control of the Department of 
Interior was 5,220,070 acres. Of this 
amount, 403 Alaskan fires destroyed 
4,839,281 acres. 
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FIRE HOSE 
BI-LATERAL ACTUALLY DOES LOAD 25 
to 40% MORE HOSE on the PUMPER—AND 
IT ACTUALLY /S EASIER TO HANDLE... 
WHICH REALLY DOES MEAN YOU COVER 
MORE FIRE FASTER! 









Ri-L 


Send for Bi-Lateral’s free hose record cards 
—used by hundreds of fire departments 
throughout the country ... they’ll prove to 
you that Bi-Lateral lasts longer . . . costs 
less in the long run. 


atera! ; 
FIRE HOSE COMPANY 


20 N. Wacker Drive * Chicago 6, Illinois 
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J. MILTON HAGLER, President 


Tay-Holbrook, Inc., Plumbing Supplies 
Headquarters, San Francisco 


“GREENBERG bronze 
products have served us 
for over a century” 


Here’s the story of two old-timers. M. Greenberg’s 
Sons, now in its 105th year, and Tay-Holbrook, 
Inc., a 110-year-old-firm. A 100-year association 
between these two companies is one more example 
of the superiority of Greenberg bronze products 
now serving nearly every type of industry. 


Complete line includes such items as fire hy- 
drants and industrial valves approved by Under- 
writers’ Laboratories, Inc., and Associated 
Factory Mutual Fire Insurance Companies; 
bronze valves for Navy, Maritime and Indus- 
trial use; plumbing specialties; Josam drains 
and interceptors; bronze plaques and letters; 
many other ornamental bronze products. 


Please send for our 
complete catalog. ) FOUNDED 1854 








= oek, & 4 ae 8 ced ek tion & 


éy M. GREENBERGS SONS 


765 Folsom St. * San Francisco, Calif. * EXbrook 2-3143 
Offices in Principal Cities throughout the United States 
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What’s Burning 





THE FOLLOWING LIST includes fires 
of $10,000 and over in the United States 
and Canada for the period from May 
19th to June 19th. 


Fort Payne, Ala.—Second Baptist Church de- 
stroyed. 

Phoenix, Ariz.—Halstead Lumber Co. mill de- 
stroyed. 

Camden, Ark.—Keystone Lumber Co. damaged. 

Searcy, Ark.—Kroger Super Market damaged. 

Kensington, Calif.— Kensington Market de- 
stroyed. Faulty wiring. 

Long Beach, Calif.—Hancock Oil Refinery dam- 
aged. 

Mt. Shasta, Calif.—Noble’s Funeral Chapel, 
apartments and adjoining garage destroyed. 
Novato, Calif.—Building housing Moorr’s Dry- 
goods, Rayburn’s Market, B & W Meats, Va- 
let Cleaners and vacant store, destroyed. 

San Fernando, Calif.—Hazeltine Citrus Pack- 
ing Plant and warehouse destroyed. 

San Francisco, Calif.—Consolidated Milling Co. 
plant, branch of Russell Miller Milling Co., 
damaged. 

San Francisco, Calif.—Montrose Apartments ex- 
tensively damaged. Defective grease flue. 
South Gate, Calif.—General Veneer Co. storage 

vard destroyed. 

Vallejo, Calif.—Larry Webb Lincoln-Mercury 
Co. and two adjoining buildings damaged. 
Whittier, Calif.— Biltmore Trailer Co. destroyed. 
Whittier, Calif.—Whittier News plant destroyed; 
adjoining Western Printing plant damaged. 
Stafford Springs, Conn.—Stafford Fair Ground 
grandstand at Stafford Fair, Inc. destroyed. 
Waterbury, Conn.—Business building housing 
paint store, furniture store, stationery store 
and United Auto Workers Union offices, de- 

stroyed, Explosion. 

Wilmington, Del.—City Bowling Alleys de- 
stroyed. Defective wiring. 

Live Oak, Fla.—Radcraft Boat Co. and adja- 
cent tobacco warehouse destroyed; cement 
plant damaged. 

Tampa, Fla.—Hickory Hill Packing Co. dam- 
aged. 

Atlanta, Ga.—Nu Way Foods Co. destroyed. 

Jonesboro, Ga.—Kent’s Super Market destroyed. 
Possible arson by burglars. 

Savannah, Ga.—Four-story building housing 
Adler’s Department Store severely damaged. 

Watkinsville, Ga.—Anderson Lumber Yard de- 
stroyed. 

Pierce, Idaho—Pierce Hotel destroyed. 

Bloomington, Ill.—State Farm Insurance Co.’s 
warehouse destroyed. 

Chicago, Ill.—Building housing Ed. R. Bethke 

, Co., Paul Berndt & Co., Lake Packing Co., 
John R. Morreale & Co., and Glenn & An- 
derson Co., all meat provisioning firms, dam- 
aged. 

Chicago, Ill.—Christ Temple Church destroyed. 
Arson. 

Chicago, Ill,—Majestic Wood Carving Co. lum- 
ber storage yard damaged. 

Des Plaines, Ill—All Weather Steel Products 
Co, plant destroyed. 

Mount Pulaski, Ill.—Zion Evangelical Church, 
grade and high schools and hundreds of 
dwellings destroyed or damaged, Explosion 
of solvent-filled tank car on Illinois Central 
train. 

Fort Wayne, Ind.—General Industries, Inc., pre- 
fabricated home manufacturers, damaged. 
Indianapolis, Ind.—Gates Rubber Co. ware- 

house destroyed. 

North Liberty, Ind.—Machine shop at muck 
crop farm of Elmer Gumz destroyed. 

Atlantic, Iowa—Poultry processing plant of 
Blue Star Foods of Indiana destroyed, 

Des Moines, Iowa—lIowa Fibre Products Inc. 
destroyed. Lightning. 

Exiria, Iowa—Exiria Creamery Co, main plant 
destroyed. 

Elizabethtown, Ky.—Dwelling and garage of 
Mayor Leonard T. Bean extensively damaged. 

Louisville, Ky—Bumpers Inc. automobile repair 
garage damaged. 

Louisville, Ky.—One hundred-year-old Nor- 
mandy Hotel building badly damaged. 

Westwego, La.—American Liberty Terminal Co. 
storage tank heavily damaged, 
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Bangor, Me.—Ax handle factory destroyed. 
Dresden, Me.—Garage and general store owned 
by Fire Chief Richard Robbins destroyed. 
Winslow, Me.—C. H. Vigue & Sons lumber 

yard damaged. 

Chevy Chase, Md.—Safeway Store destroyed. 

Beverly, Mass.—Building housing North Store 
Restaurant, G & E Appliance Center, Beverly 
Package Store and apartments badly damaged. 

Boston, Mass. — Apartment dwelling at 175 
Dartmouth Street damaged. 

Boston, Mass.—Boston & Albany Railroad ware- 
house destroyed, 

Boston, Mass.—Block housing All-Craft Boiler 
Mfg. Co., Lewis Shipping Co., and William 
Crane Properties, damaged. 

Boston, Mass.—Waldorf Restaurant damaged. 

Carlton, Mass.—Coffin Antique Shop and dwell- 
ing of Charles T, Coffin destroyed. Rubbish 
pile. 

Chelsea, Mass.—Dwelling at 152 Arlington St., 
variety store of Harry Tashjian, apartment 
dwelling, M. Kaplan’s garage and Williams 
School damaged. 

East Cambridge, Mass.—Four-story apartment 
and store building at 782-798 Main Street 
damaged. 

Fall River, Mass.—Building housing Armando’s 
Restaurant and adjoining building housing 
R. C, Adams Machine Shop, Holden’s Auto 
Parts and apartments, badly damaged. 

Fall River, Mass.—St. Ann’s Monastery badly 
damaged. 

Granby, Mass.—Notch Machine & Lumber Co. 
and adjacent Notch Apartments damaged. 

Haverhill, Mass.—New Restaurant and adjacent 
Super Show Repair Service extensively dam- 
aged. Overheated electric motor in refrigera- 
tion unit. 

Lynn, Mass.— Camera Center, Kauf’s Auto 
Stores, and C, V. Stackpole & Sons Stores 
badly damaged. 

Lynn, Mass.—Lynn Dance Academy, Rose Di- 
Castro’s piano studies, and Marquis Dancing 
Studio along with Bargain Spot Stores and 
other stores damaged. 

Vineyard Haven, Mass. 
stroyed. 

West Tisbury, Mass.—Reinforced Plastics Corp. 
damaged. 

Birmingham, Mich.—Dwelling of Dr. J. Clark 
Maloney damaged. Defective incinerator 
chimney. 

Fowlerville, Mich.—Utilex Division of Hoover 
Ball Bearing Co. and nearby dwelling of 
Russell Risdon damaged. 

Kalamazoo, Mich.—Carl R. Johnson Packing 
House damaged. Believed incendiary or acci- 
dental by safecrackers. 

Shepherd, Mich.—Fred Goffnut implement store 
destroyed. 

Lake Park, Minn.—Barn and four buildings on 
Lester Berg farm destroyed, 

Minneapolis, Minn.—1400 Harmon Place build- 
ing housing Physicians & Hospital Supply Co., 
extensively damaged. 

Jackson, Miss.—Dwelling of Susie Barber de- 
stroyed; Farmers Union Co-operative ware- 
house damaged. 

Vicksburg, Miss.—Beechwood Motel destroyed. 

West Point, Miss.—Dormitory at Mary Holmes 
Junior College for Negroes destroyed. Short 
circuit. 

Cape Girardeau, Mo.—Cape Boating Co.’s sport- 
ing goods store damaged. Lightning. 

Gallatin, Mo.—Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
depot, 60-year-old landmark, destroyed. 

St. Louis, Mo.—Main office and lumber yard 
of Reis Moran Lumber Co, destroyed. Nearby 
truck collision, 

St. Louis, Mo.—Walgreen’s Drug Store, Sears 
Roebuck & Co. store and adjoining shoe store 
damaged. 

Judith Gap, Mont.—McCabe Elevator destroyed. 

Goffstown, N. H.—Town shed housing heavy 
road equipment destroyed, 

Manchester, N. H.—Granary and warehouse of 
South End Grain Inc. destroyed. 

Bayonne, N. J.—Two piers and bulkhead at 
Bayonne Industries Inc. extensively damaged. 
Explosions in ethyl gasoline pipeline. 

Cranbury, N. J.—Fertilizer firm of Earl Apple- 
gate & Son damaged. 

Culvers Lake, N. J.—Culver Lake Country 
Club destroyed. 

Dunellin, N. J.—Toth’s Delicatessen destroyed; 
Conroy’s Tavern and apartments in same 
building damaged, 

Highland Park, N. J.—Ten Broeck Motors Inc. 
damaged. 

Perth Amboy, N. J.—Two stores, dentist office 
and apartment at 102 Smith Street damaged. 
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MADE POSSIBLE TIGHTER 
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FIRE PUMPS 


revolutionized fire fighting over 25 
years ago and are recognized today as 
“One Man Fire Departments — 
Worth Their Weight in Gold.”’ 


No. 90 INDIAN 
Sliding Pump Type 
7 bd dha BOTH TYPES 
APPROVED BY 
UNDERWRITERS’ 
LABORATORIES, 

INC. 


No. 80 INDIAN 
Lever Type Pump 
and Handle 








“Nothing Like an INDIAN” 


‘‘We have 6 INDIAN FIRE PUMPS and 
have used them for 8 years. They are 
still just like new and we like them very 
much. We use them for everything in- 
cluding grass, house, barn, roof, rubbish 
and many other fires. There is nothing 
else like them.”’ 
Earl L. Koch, Asst. Chief 
Ann Arbor, Mich. Fire Dept. 














Write for New Catalog 
“‘For 70 Years the Leaders”’ 


ai, B. SMITH & Co. 406 MAIN ST., UTICA 2, N. Y. 


PACIFIC COAST BRANCHES CANADIAN AGENTS 
Hercules Equipment & Rubber Co., Inc. Fred E. Barnett Co., Portland, Ore. | FleckBros. Limited, Vancouver,B.C. 
San Francisco 7, Cal. Fred E. Barnett Co., Kiamath Falls, Ore. C. E. Hickey & Sons, Ltd., Hamilton 
Halprin Supply Co., Los Angeles15, Cal. Mill & Mine Supply, Inc., Seattle, Wash. Bison Hardware Co., Toronto 
L. M. Curtis & Sons, Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Perth Amboy, N. J.—Ira R. Crouse Lumber Co. 
yard, E, J. Hurley lumber yard and dwellings 
on Elizabeth, Miller and Gold streets de- 
stroyed or damaged. 


Afton, N. Y.—McArdle & Casazza warehouse 
destroyed. Lightning. 
Clayton, N. Y.—Palatial summer dwellings of 





Austin Wilde, Richard P. Bryne and Lot J. 
Doherty on one of the Thousand Islands, de- 
stroyed; another dwelling damaged. 

Coeyman’s, N. Y.—Mushroom growing plant 
destroyed. 

Ellenville, N. Y.—Melbourne Hotel damaged. 

Rathbone, N. Y.—Barns and silos on Hunt farm 
destroyed. Defective wiring. 

Syracuse, N. Y.—Restaurant and two adjoining 
buildings in heart of downtown section dam- 
aged. 

Windsor, N. Y. 
equipment on 
farm destroyed. 





Barn, two silos, trucks and 
Arthur Miller and Son dairy 


Fayetteville, N. C.—Massey High School badly 
damaged, Arson suspected. 

Fayetteville, N. C.—Storage warehouse housing 
T & B Superservice Oldsmobile Agency de- 
stroyed. 

Jamestown, N. C.—Dining hall at Boy Scouts 
of America Camp Uwharrie damaged. 

Lenoir, N. C.—Bernhardt Furniture Mfg. Co. 
damaged. Electrical motor. 

Washington, N. C.—St. Peters Episcopal Church 
and parish house destroyed. 

Winston-Salem, N. C.—Taylor’s tobacco ware- 
house damaged. 

Cando, N. D.—Twin elevators of Towner 
County Grain Co., coal sheds and a _ truck 
destroyed; storage sheds of Cando Sales and 
Service and the Chevrolet garage damaged. 

Mandan, N. D.—Vegas Supper Club destroyed. 

Cincinnati, Ohio—Whittier School heavily dam- 








aged. Lightning. 
Cleveland, Ohio—Highland View Hospital dam- 
aged. 











y 8'4” HIGH! 





Washington aitillones COT!! 


Now you can get an ambulance cot that 
is REALLY LOW — only 8/4 inches high 
—the perfect answer for cars that have 
less head room, and for overhanging 
stretchers. The new Washington model 
21-L is of special value for heart cases, 
and other patients who must be kept in a 
sitting position. Washington's famous top- 
quality craftsmanship is apparent through- 


ADJUSTABLE-BACK 
EMERGENCY STRETCHER 
MODEL 9AB 


Four adjustable positions on 
back rest, folds to only 4% 
inches high! One of Wash- 
ington'’s complete line of 
folding emergency stretchers 
for every need, in every 
price range. 


NEW PUSH-TYPE 
COT FASTENER 
MODEL 3A 


—— 












out this wew model cot with such yer 
as sturdy, rigid construction . . . highly 
polished aluminum tubing and castings 
... very lightweight yet strong .. . trig- 
ger release side rails . . . adjustable back 
rest with nine-position squeeze- -lock ad- 
justment. It always pays to choose Wash- 
ington for the newest and best in all 
emergency room or vehicle requirements. 


This new and improved cot fastener 
holds cots securely in station wagons 
and other types of emergency vehicles. 
Washington makes four other models of 
cot fasteners, to meet every need for 
any kind of vehicle. Tell us the make 
and model of your vehicle, and we'll 
recommend suitable fasteners. 


See your jobber or write for FREE catalog! 


Washington Products Co.| 


WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE, OHIO] 





Cleveland, Ohio—Office building of Reserve 
Lumber Co, damaged. 

Tulsa, Okla.—Tulsa Fairgrounds grandstand, 
housing 150 new cars and trucks, destroyed, 

Burns, Ore.—Union High School destroyed, 

Cottage Grove, Ore.—Chapman Lumber Mill 
damaged. Faulty burner. 

Grants Pass, Ore.—Southern Oregon Construc- 
tion Co, warehouse destroyed. 

LaComb, Ore.—Newberg Shingle Mill destroyed, 

Portland, Ore.—Shannon Building damaged. 

Enola, Pa.—Dwellings at 11, 13, and 15-17 
West Pine Street destroyed. 

Leetsdale, Pa.—Sterling Varnish Co. paint and 
varnish plant destroyed. 

Marcus Hook, Pa.—Furnace unit of vacuum 
distillation tower at Marcus Hook Refinery of 
Sun Oil Co. damaged. Explosion. 

Natrona, Pa.—Pennsalt Chemical Corp. build- 
ing damaged, Explosion. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Aldan Rubber Co. plant dam- 
aged. 

Pottsville, Pa.—Marlin Coal Co. 
machinery destroyed. 

Seven Valleys, Pa.—Aircraft 
Inc. damaged. 

Somerset, Pa.—Four buildings at Boswell Lum- 
ber Co. destroyed. 

Narragansett, R. I.— Beachwood Hotel de- 
stroyed. 

Greenwood, S. C. 
heavily damaged. 

Nashville, Tenn.—McGavock Grammar School 
damaged. Possible arson. 

Nashville, Tenn.—Historic Maxwell House Hotel 
damaged. 

Dallas, Tex.—Wyatt Food Store 
Shopping Center destroyed. 
Garland, Tex.—Custom Distilling Co. damaged. 
Seagoville, Tex.—Building at Federal Correc- 
tional Institution destroyed. Welding torch 

ignited paint fumes. 

Ogden, Utah—Royal Canning Corp. destroyed. 

Charlottesville, _Va.—Observation tower on 
Brown’s Mountain and J. Nelson Brown’s gift 
shop destroyed; nearby stables damaged. 

Gate City, Va.—Virginia Motor Co. garage de- 
stroyed. Gasoline on floor ignited. 

Olympia, Wash.—Ideal Cafe and two adjoining 
shops destroyed. Short circuit. 

Olympia, Wash.—Stookey Bulb Farm damaged. 

Seattle, Wash.—Allentown Bridge destroyed. 

Seattle, Wash.—Seattle Cedar Lumber Mill de- 
stroyed, Faulty dry kiln. 

Tacoma, Wash.—Industrial Rubber Supply Co. 
destroyed. 





breaker and 


Marine Products 





Greenwood Mills Foundry 


in Clearview 


Vancouver, Wash.—Richardson Heating Co. 
damaged. 

Vancouver, Wash.—Ward’s Manor general store 
destroyed. Explosion. 


Charleston, W. Va.—West Virginia Body Works 
destroyed. 

Alberni, B. C.—Albern Furniture, 
Grocery stores destroyed. 

Vancouver, B. C.—Ballantyne Pier and five box 
cars destroyed. Reported arson. 

William Lake, B, C.—Anaham Indian Reserve 
Hospital destroyed. 

Minitonas, Man.—Five buildings, including Jack 
Cryderman’s store and shed destroyed. 

Toronto, Ont.—Barrie Golf and Country Club 


Electric, and 





‘ 








clubhouse damaged. 

Toronto, Ont. Nursing Home extensively 
damaged. 

Montreal, Que.—Electrical, stationery, shoe, 


bakery stores and beauty parlor, along with 
apartments, badly damaged. [[(] 


Push Buttons—Fire Out! 


A flash fire on May 19 in the new 
$4 million DMT plant of the Hercules 
Powder Co., Burlington, N. J., was ex- 
tinguished in three minutes by a handful 
of technicians who merely pushed _but- 
tons and pulled control rods. A 6-inch 
blanket of foam immediately covered all 
three floors of the building, quickly 
smothering the flames. 

Damage, mostly to instruments, was 
estimated at less than $50,000. The plant 
manufactures dimethyl _ terephthalate, 
basic chemical used in producing tere- 
lyne, British equivalent of “Dacron.” 

Robert C. Bartosz 
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Among the Buffs 


By Paul C. Ditzel 

















JUST TO PROVE that the darndest 
things happen to readers of this column, 
I offer the following: 

Dr. Norman Zaffater (who was plain 
Norm a few issues back before he got 
his dental degree) is by now married to 
Carol, that Southern Belle who spent her 
birthday chasing New Orleans fire appa- 
ratus. The good dentist admits as how 
he “might be sliding the pole head first” 
but adds that he thinks marriage is a good 
investment from a_ buff’s standpoint. 

“I was over at her house the other 
night watching TV (uh huh!) and just 
as I turned to ask her if she would like 
to send along any rejoinder to the April 
‘Among the Buffs’ comments, we were 
jolted from our seats by an explosion a 
block away. We couldn’t locate it until 
the fire department rescue unit and a full 
assignment were rolling up to the site. . . 
It was a natural gas explosion in a newly 
occupied apartment.” 

All of which proves that this column 
has IMPACT! 

For those of you who are still wonder- 
ing what Dr. Zaffater aims to do if a 
two-bagger strikes in the middle of an 
extraction, he replied: “I'd extract and 
prepare the patient for recall.” 

Thanks to Charley Price, Smokestack 
Hardy and others who sent along kind 
invitations to the International Fire Buffs 
Association’s convention in Baltimore, 
June 26 through 28. Would that I could 
go, but I gotta sit one out close by my 
typewriter. 

My next effusion will appear in the 
new issue of Challenge Magazine and is 
a story of the Los Angeles Fire Depart- 
ment’s extraordinary work in averting 
disaster when a giant airliner came in on 
her belly at Los Angeles International 
Airport. 

Captain “Red” Smith is co-byliner on 
this one. He’s modest about the role he 
played and credits everything to his su- 
periors and the rank-and-filers who 
helped. “Red” is one fine fireman, a 
gentleman, and a great credit to the 
LAFD. . 

Postcards arriving almost daily from 
International Firefan Tom Jewett, Jr., 
globetrotter extraordinary. The last I 
heard he was in Sweden, coercing books, 
helmets and badges. Or was it in Inns- 
bruch? Hello Tom, and Mrs. Jewett, 
wherever you are. I fully believe Tom 
will be the first buff to land on the moon! 

While I spend my summer and vaca- 
tion (what’s a vacation?) here atop the 
Baldwin Hills, I can only reflect upon 
the good word as preached by the very 
excellent Fire Fighter Magazine of Local 
36, IAFF, District of Columbia. I was 
fascinated by two items in recent issues: 

“A bag of charcoal stored in the base- 
ment may be a booby trap,” says the ar- 
ticle and to this barbecue chef in hip 
boots that makes me perk up. “Insurance 
companies have statistics to prove that 
the outdoor cooking type charcoal is high- 
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ADD PRESTIGE TO 
Youn DEPARTMENT 


with a custom designed badge by 


BLACKINTON... 


Shown here are striking ex- 
amples of Blackinton badge 
customizing. Already in service, 
these badges depict the colorful 
history of the department they 
ile department also has a 
rich historical background, let 
Blackinton interpret it in shining 
metals and enamel. Contact your 
badge supplier or uniform manu- 
facturer for full details and infor- 
mation on Blackinton custom 
design service at no obligation. 





V. H. BLACKINTON & CO. INC., ATTLEBORO FALLS, MASS 





ly susceptible to breaking out in flames 
when stored, and list four common 
causes for spontaneous ignition of stored 
charcoal.” 

Now ain't that a _hankie-wringer! I 
squirt firelighter onto the charcoal against 
the best advice of friend Fire Chief Bill 
Millen; I light milk bottle cartons; I fan 
the coals, and still my charcoal won't 
burn. Now comes the experts to tell me 
the secret: put it in the basement and 
leave it alone. It'll start by itself. Where 
have I been all these years with my half- 
cooked weenies and burgers? 

Fascinating tidbit No. 2 culled from 


of “Atomic Submarine Sandwiches.” 
Wonder if the Friendship Fire Associa- 
tion and pal John Lee Turner have in- 
vestigated this possibility for their can- 
teen? 

Ray Wheatley of the Baltimore 414’ers 
sends along this one: On March 11th the 
wife of Lieutenant Francis Kemper of En- 
gine 2 heard an announcement on TV 
that a general alarmer was rolling good 
in New York. She relayed the information 
to 414 er William Murphy, who called 
Fire Fighter Gil Jory, Ladder 19 (they 
wanted to see a real New York worker). 
Gil called Sol Elbaum, a Bronx buff who 





immediately found out the truth, The 
“5-alarmer and 23 specials” blaze was a 
rehash Mickey Mousketeer program of 


the Fire Fighter: The Shrimp Boat res- 
taurant at 4510 East Capitol Street, 
Washington, specializes in carry-out boxes 
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2-WAY RADIO 


can be installed in 


ONE MINUTE 


Temporary installation of 2-way radio 
in any car for emergencies or during 
heavy traffic load periods can be 
accomplished with the new Industrial 
Radio Portable/Mobile in 60 seconds. 


The Portable/Mobile is a completely 
new design to meet the combined 
problems of reducing the cost of 
radio communication and the ability 
to transfer equipment quickly from 
one vehicle to another by unskilled 
personnel. 


The Portable/Mobile is the newest 
product of the manufacturers of the 
famous Pak-Fone Portable and the 
powerful Volunteer Communication 
Receiver, both in wide use in Public 
Safety Services and in industry. 


Nationwide Sales and Service 
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More Features Than Mobile 
Units Costing Half Again As 
Much! 

e Transistorized Power Supply 


e Powerful Transmitter and 
Sensitive Receiver in One Com- 
pact Self-Contained Unit 


e One Minute Installation 
e Low Battery Drain 


e Attractive Chrome Plated Steel 
Case 


See your local Industrial Radio Dealer or write for complete technical data 


INDUSTRIAL RADIO CORP. 


462 N. Parkside Ave., Chicago 44, Illinois 
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the big pier fire. “Now they're trying to 
settle who owes who for a long distance 
call.” says Ray. 

The March 19th meeting of the Third 
Alarm Association, Bronx buffs club ex- 
traordinary, was all set to harken to Bat- 
talion Chief Theodore Beliakoff of the 
division of safety and research, New York 
Fire Department, give a lecture on the 
use of masks and other safety equipment 
employed by today’s fire fighters. But 
the lecture never came off! Reason? A 
fifth alarm (Box 342) at 4:35 p.m.... 
a third alarm (Box 2737) at 7:37 p.m. 

. a second alarm (Box 1253) at 8:58 
p.m. ... an “all hands (Box 1620) at 
9:20 p.m. and an “all hands” (Box 
1185) at 9:22 p.m.—all in Manhattan 
and Bronx, completely erased the meeting 
but chalked up some sort of new glory 
record for the busy Bronx buffs. 

The Fire Alarm Club of Cleveland, 
Inc., recently held its third annual dinner, 
during which the organization was pre- 
sented with the latest model Caloric gas 
burner for use in its mobile canteen, 
reports Louis W. Sinnema, 3429 High- 
view Avenue, Cleveland 9, Ohio. Hon- 
ored guests at the banquet included Fire 
Chief Elmer Cain, Assistant Chief Frank 
Cooney, and all CFD battalion chiefs, 
plus high-ranking police officers. Hugh A. 
Halligan, retired deputy chief of New 
York was principal speaker. 

The Fire Bell Club of New York’s 19th 
anniversary dinner brought out 350 
guests, reports Jerry Adelsdorfer of 63 
East Sth Street, New York 3. One of 
those who attended was Lester Fisher of 
Los Angeles, who, from all this column 
can gather, commutes between LA, San 
Francisco and New York, taking in fires. 
Jerry was dinner committee chairman. 

The Chicago Fire Fans Association is 
living up to its excellent reputation. Asso- 
ciation President James J. Horan, on be- 
half of club members, presented checks 
of $100 each to the widows or families of 
three Chicago firemen killed in a South 
Side auto agency fire on March 27th. The 
project was a close one to Jim whose 
Dad, a battalion chief, was killed in 1910. 

The CFFA was also up to the occasion 
when four scholarships were presented by 
the American Legion Fireman’s Post 667 
to four deserving Chicago youths. A fifth 
Chicagoan tied the fourth place winner, 
so the CFFA boys pitched in and came 
up with their own scholarship. They pre- 
sented it to Donna Murray, daughter of 
Jim Murray, deceased engineer of En- 
gine 28. I’m told the friendly hand of 
Sixth Division Marshal Jim Lahey 
worked with the CFFA on this one. I 
expect to be in Chicago next fall. Wonder 
what the Old Town looks like? Some 
courteous soul—could it be John Phil 
McMahon?—sent me the CFD annual 
report. It’s a beauty! Chief Al Petersen 
looks 10 years younger; perhaps because 
I’ve never seen him before sans uniform. 

That’s about the size of it for another 
month, Please be sure to correct your 
address books: Paul Ditzel, P. O. Box 
8731, Crenshaw Station, Los Angeles 8, 
Calif. Wouldst appreciate self-stamped 
and addressed envelopes if you wish re- 


plies. OO 
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MacDonald Elected 
By Eastern 


Commissioner Edward J. MacDonald, 
White Plains, N. Y. was elected presi- 
dent of the Eastern Association of Fire 
Chiefs at its 1958 conference held in the 
Yorktowne Hotel, York, Pa. on May 15 
to 17. 

Deputy Chief F. Lee Cockey, Balti- 
more County, Md., was advanced to first 
vice president; Chief A. Russell Aulen- 
back, Lebanon, Pa., was elected second 
vice president; Chief Andrew Hutch, 
Nutley, N. J., was elected treasurer; and 
Chief Edwin J. Clark, Wayne, Pa., was 
reclected secretary. 

Speakers for the technical sessions of 
the program on May 16 and 17 included 
B. Richter Townsend, secretary-manager, 
International Association of Fire Chiefs; 
Deputy Commissioner and Chief of De- 
partment George E. Hink, Philadelphia; 
Assistant Safety Engineer George S. Miles, 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission; Staff 
Assistant Edward J. Reilly, National Auto- 
matic Sprinkler and Fire Control Associa- 
tion; and Chief James C. Rodgers, Nassau 
County, N. Y., Firemen’s School of In- 
struction. 


Rockets and Fireworks 
Building Grim Record 


This is the time of the year when fire- 
cracker casualties help swell the grim 
records being chalked up by rocketry, 
or what passes for it. 

Two incidents within 24 hours of each 
other in widely separated cities serve to 
illustrate the point. 

Case No. 1 concerns a 15-year-old 
honor student, Angelo Roselli, at Samuel 
Gompers Vocational and Technical High 
School in the Bronx, when a firecracker 
he was making blew off his left hand and 
perforated his body. 

Police reported young Rosselli poured 
the contents of 30 “ash-cans”—a_ highly 
explosive type of firecracker—into an 8- 
inch length of pipe which was _ then 
sealed, Rosselli started to pound the pipe 
with a hammer and nail to make a hole 
for the wick. Rosselli’s condition was 
listed as critical, but 29 other students 
and an instructor pearby in the school 
shop were uninjured. 

Police arrested one John Pulcino of the 
Bronx, after an investigation, charging 
him with illegal possession and sale of 
fireworks. 

Incident No. 2 occurred June 12, when 
a homemade rocket primed with 1,200 
match heads as fuel blew up, injuring 
three boys, one seriously. He was Michael 
Johnson, 13, who suffered a_ possible 
skull fracture. 

Police said the boys used a 2-foot 
length of 3%-inch copper pipe for the 
body of the rocket. “They capped one 
end,” it was explained, “then they filled 
the tube with 1,200 match heads.” 

“They propped it up skyward on a 
board in a vacant lot and made some sort 
of fuse, but the fuse didn’t work. When 
the fuse didn’t work, the boys built a fire 
under the rocket. Then it went off.” 


for JULY, 1958 


OIL-RESISTANT 
NEOPRENE TUBE 





OIL-RESISTANT 
OUTER COATING 





Strong, light, flexible 


Petrochem 


Fire Hose 


RESISTS CHEMICALS AND OIL 


QUAKER PETROCHEM is the first 
fire hose made especially to take the 
worst abuses of the chemical and 
petroleum industries. Here’s how it 
does the job: 


DURABLE « PETROCHEM hose 
stands up to abrasion and weather, 
because it’s sheathed in a tough, 
flexible jacket of DuPont ‘““Dacron.”’ 
Oil-resistant neoprene tube and 
jacket-backing assure long life. 


STRONG ¢ Functions safely under 
high pressure (up to 500 psi) and 
excessive heat (up to 300° F). 


CHEMICAL- AND OIL-RESISTANT 
e PETROCHEM ‘White’ defies de- 
terioration both inside and out, has 
good resistance to acids, alkalies, 
and oxidants that attack from out- 
side. For extreme corrosion-resis- 
tance, see next column. 


FLEXIBLE ¢ Takes tight twists or 
knots without injury. Coils easily 


and compactly. Only 30 lbs. per 
50-foot length. 


UL-APPROVED « PETROCHEM 
is the only 100% synthetic fire hose 
that carries the coveted Underwrit- 
ers’ Laboratories seal of approval. 


FOR EXTREME CORROSION-RE- 
SISTANCE, as where fire hose is 
under constant exposure to severe 
chemical attack, specify PETRO- 
CHEM ‘Black’, which has the add- 
ed protection of neoprene-impreg- 
nated ‘‘Dacron’’ jacket. 


ASK THE QUAKER INDUSTRIAL 
DISTRIBUTOR about PETRO- 
CHEM ‘White’ and ‘Black’. He 
knows hose, knows how to select the 
right hose for the job, and can de- 
liver fast. For his name, write 
Quaker Rubber Division, H.K. Porter 
Company, Inc.; Philadelphia 24, Pa., 
or Pittsburg, California. 


H.K. PORTER COMPANY, INC. 


QUAKER RUBBER DIVISION 
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BRAXMAR 
BADGES 





















Better today than ever before in 
our 78 years of fine badge mak- 
ing—better through employment 
of latest techniques plus greater 
experience. We offer the widest 
selection of badge designs—all 
available in a wealth of excellent 
Any badge you want 
can be had in nickel, chromium, 
rhodium, sterling silver, gold 
plate, perma-glo, gold filled and 
14 kt. gold. 


materials. 


There is no substitute for top 


get both at Braxmar. 


Send tor new price list 
on badges illustrated in 
our Diamond Jubilee Catalog. 





THE C. G. BRAXMAR CO., INC. 
Dept. FE 
216 East 45th Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 





560 


quality and experience and you | 
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—— JHE WATCH DESK 


overhauling the firemanic news of the day 

















“Fish Pond” Problem 
Perplexes Portsmouth Firemen 


One of the most “pressing problems” 
facing firemen of the Portsmouth, Ohio, 
Gallia Street station is what to do about 
their “cussed goldfish pond.” Cold weath- 
er, cats and catfish, as well as high 
school students are causing all the trouble. 

Alternate winter freezes and thaws 
break loose rocks lining the pond and the 
rocks tumble into the water. In the spring 
the firemen get out tools and mortar, be- 
come stonemasons and repair the damage. 

Goldfish thrive in the pond and cats 
are frequently emulating Izaak Walton. 
Thus far, no human anglers have been 
apprehended. 

The fire station is just four blocks from 
the Portsmouth High School and students 
passing the vicinity delight in “dunking” 
one another in the limpid waters. This 
doesn’t hurt the goldfish but firemen fear 
the students may injure themselves with 
their pranks. 

On one occasion, a_ practical joker 
placed a huge catfish in the pool—and 
exit numerous goldfish! 

“He really had a feast until we found 
him,” recalls Chief Anton Straker. . . 

Anybody any suggestions? 


Lightning Is Cig’ Lighter 


In Cleveland, Ohio, Michael M. Gru- 
ber, 45, set some sort of record on June 
8 last, aided by a bolt of lightning. 

Michael was hurled 14 feet across the 
room and an unlit cigarette in his hand 
was lighted by lightning which burst 
through—of all places—the receiver of a 
telephone he was using in his Broadview 
Heights’ home. 


His brother, Nicholas Gruber, who 
witnessed the startling incident, said 
Michael received nothing more than a 


bump on his head “as big as an apple.” 

Nicholas said his brother was talking 
to his brother-in-law John Zaccaro on 
the telephone when the mouthpiece sud- 


denly glowed and the shock sent the 
startled Michael spinning across the 
room. 


Norris T. Morton 


Inhalator Saves Calf 


One of the few times when a fire de- 
partment inhalator was used to save 
dumb animals occurred during a fire that 
consumed a large barn and several small 
adjacent structures on the Dill farm, 
R. D. 1, in Harborcreek, Pa., May 9. 

The fire is believed to have started in 
the barn from a hot tractor used in the 
fields all day. The Harborcreek Fire De- 
partment received the first call for the 
fire at 6:25 p.m. and as flames shot into 
the evening sky, Fire Chief Don Warner 


quickly summoned two other volunteer 
companies, Brookside and Fairfield Hose, 
to help prevent involvement of the Dill 
house, located 125 feet distant from the 
blazing barn and other outbuildings. 

First-arriving volunteers made every 
effort to save the livestock in the absence 
of the Dill family which was not at home 
at the time. One calf was burned to 
death, but another was rescued although 
in bad condition from smoke poisoning. 
It was revived, however, by firemen 
using a standard inhalator. 

“It’s the first time we ever used the 
inhalator on a calf,” a bemused fire 
fighter observed—‘“but it paid off.” 

Two Brookside firemen were injured 
when a gasoline drum exploded and sent 
pieces of lumber flying through the in- 
ferno. Both were rushed to area doctors. 

Hard work by firemen prevented in- 
volvement of the Dill house, although 
two sheds and a large corncrib were 
leveled. Valuable farm machinery and 
equipment were lost. Total damage was 
estimated at $15,000. 

John Shreve 


“Squirrel” Alarm 

On June 12 the regular 6:00 p.m. 
siren test of the Williston Park, L. L., 
Fire Department was conspicuous by its 


absence and several curious firemen went | 


to the station to find out the cause of 
the failure. A check of the alarm circuit 
disclosed no trouble so the aerial ladder 
was raised and the siren atop the fire 
house examined. 

It was discovered that a squirrel was 
lodged in the mechanism of the 5-hp 
electric alarm (squirrel cage wound mo- 
tor—no doubt). Following removal of the 


‘unfortunate rodent the siren responded 


to the first touch of the test button—and 
60 vamps as well! All were given credit 
for reporting for an alarm. 

John O. Grundel 


Hot Off the Tape 


In South Bend, Ind., the only casualty 
of a fire which emptied Frank’s Bar of its 
25 patrons was a 10-year-old boy who 
climbed a tree to watch the fire and fell 
out of it. . . . Akron, Ohio, fire fighters 
are an accommodating bunch. Seems that 
when Harold Kiggans, proprietor of a 
barbership, couldn’t arouse one of his 
deep-sleeping employees, the Brothers 
rolled one of their fire trucks into the 
man’s yard and left loose with their siren. 
He awoke! . . . In East Rockaway, L. I. 
John Settelle who had just been elected 
chief of the fire department, was taking 
the oath of office from former Chief Stan- 
ley Stanweisse when an alarm sounded 
for a fire at Ship’s Inn Restaurant on the 
waterfront. Chief Settele finished the 
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swearing-in pronto and dashed off to the 


fire which proved insignificant. . . . In | 


Cooper Township, Mich., Kenneth W. 
Knapp, 19, was sentenced to 30 days in 
jail and fined $25 when he pleaded guilty 
to setting grass fires and turning in false 
alarms after he was fired from the town- 
ship fire department. . . . Chief Henry G. 
Thomas of Hartford, Conn., recently re- 
fused to sign a new contract for his serv- 
ices until certain conditions were elimi- 
nated. The chief became a “holdout” 
when he noticed the official document re- 
quired him to accept certain benefits for 
“maternity leave.” The city promised to 
correct the contract promptly. 


Fire Chiefs Die in Duel 


Amos Gray, 37, became fire chief of the 
Prestonburg, Ky., Fire Department last 
year, following dismissal of the former 
chief, Vernon Blackbury, 39. 

The events that led to the shift in fire 
chiefs have not been broadcast. The se- 


quel to the affair, however, received na- | 
tionwide publicity. That sequel ended in | 


a gun duel to the death of the chief and 


ex-chief in Chief Gray’s apartment in | 


Prestonburg. 
Officials said the duel was the result of 


a long-standing feud between the two, | 
which climaxed in the appointment of | 


Gray. It is said that Chief Gray’s wife 
and 12-year-old son both witnessed the 
double slaying. 


Chief Gray who was shot once just 


above the heart was dead on arrival at 
Prestonburg General Hospital. Ex-Chief 


Blackburn died later in the hospital of | 


four bullet wounds. He left a wife and 
two children. 


Short Sermon on Shortening 
or Firemen Get Cookies 


According to the press, East Lansing, 
Mich., Brothers gave it the old double 
take May 26 last, when an alarm of fire 
came from 716 Ann Street. That’s the 
home of the city’s fire marshal, Phil 
Patriarche. 

Seems that in the absence of Phil, his 
wife was having shortening trouble. The 


long and short of it was the liquid short- | 


ening she used to grease her nice cookie 
pan was afire—in the oven. 
Putting her home training to use, Mrs. 


Patriarche called the lads—then set to | 
work with baking soda to save her oven- | 


load. She did, too. 

Lieutenant Victor Gregg said she’s a 
good firewoman. She used baking soda 
by the handful and had the fire out be- 


fore the firemen got there. And she saved | 


her cookies—for the firemen. 

Marshal Patriarche was impelled to 
look at his records. He said it was the 
fifth kitchen fire of the month since May 


14 and the second caused by liquid | 
shortening. The first, on that day, caused | 


$1,800 damage. 


If you’ve gotta use liquid shortening, | 
says the marshal, always have extinguish- | 
ing agents close. Firemen also make good | 


extinguishing mediums—and they love 
cookies! 


for JULY, 1958 


ose BRACKETS 


for Custom Made Racks 





$3.65 F.O.B. WICHITA 4 








Convert Waste Space 
To Valuable Storage! 





Lok-Tite fire hose brackets provide 
storage racks in odd dimension areas 
where ready-made storage will not 


Ceiling 
Flange 


1%” pipe 





fit. Encourage good housekeeping supports 
: . LOK-TITE 

practices . . . assure easy hose in- ere 
° ° e FLOOR 

spection and correct ventilation by FLANGE 

building sturdy storage with Lok- Po 

Tite brackets approved by hose 

manufacturers and fire departments 

everywhere. saa f 
y belt tothe /. 





LOK-TITE _ige 


MANUFACTURING | i%c%:.. ly 


support at 


COMPANY = |=" 


157 N. WACO e WICHITA, KANSAS 




















W. B. MANUFACTURING CO. 








| 157 North Waco * Wichita, Kansas @ Simple to install 
Please send me ___ brackets @ $3.65. @ Easy to adjust 
NAME @ Big load support 
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World-Wide Fire News 

















55 Homeless In Two 
New Brunswick Fires 


High winds whipped flames through 
six dwellings in South Bathurst, N. B., 
on May 2, resulting in 44 persons being 
made homeless. The community has no 
fire department or water system; firemen 
from Bathurst and East Bathurst finally 
brought the flames under control. 

Earlier the same day, fire destroyed a 
dwelling in East Bathurst leaving a family 
of 11 homeless. 











The time has come when rural fire protection 
should leave the “Fancy Dan” class so that every 

small community can do a real down-to-earth job of 
extinguishing fires rapidly, simply and inexpensively. 


Freak Accident Kills Two 


Two sailors of the crew of the U. S. 
Destroyer Cogswell located in San Diego 
Bay were asphyxiated in a combination 
of freak mishaps on June 14. Three others 
were treated at the naval hospital. 

According to information released by 
the Navy to the press, the men were ac- 
cidentally locked in a compartment of 
the ship when they were playing cards. 
Afterwards, carbon dioxide was released 
accidentally into the campartment from 
the ship’s fire control system. 

No details are available as to how three 
of the card players escaped death while 
two succumbed, or of the concentration 
of carbon dioxide gas in the compart- 
ment. The Navy merely reports the men 











The nickel plate, red paint, gadgets and polish are good if you can 
afford them. But all you need for sound, economical fire protection is 
an Oberdorfer All Bronze Pump hooked up to the transmission of a 
dependable truck that carries a tank of water loaded with a good 
wetting agent. 

Effective fire control starts just as soon as this outfit can reach its des- 
tination and a man can grab the nozzle end of the booster hose and get 
to the fire. The resulting penetrating stream of over | 20 Ibs. pressure 
is the fastest and most important phase of fire fighting. 

Do you have a garage, a truck and a mechanic with a little common 
sense? We have the pump you need. Write for details. 


OBERDORFER 


BRONZE ROTARY GEAR 


PUMP 
__ == 


| 


Slightly higher 
West of Rockies 


PERFORMANCE DATA—No. 26 PUMP SHOWN ABOVE 














Pump Shaft Pounds Hose Length | Dry Suction | Vol. in Gal. 
R.P.M. Pressure and Size Lift in Feet | Per Minute 
1600 120 500’—11,.” 20’ 150 




















For complete specifications.of this and other Oberdorfer All Bronze Booster 


Pumps, and name of your nearest distributor, write: 


FIRE PUMP DIVISION OBERDORFER FOUNDRIES, INC., Syracuse, N.Y. 
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were discovered “only by a routine in- 
spection.” 

The three men treated at the naval 
hospital were said to be in good condi- 
tion. As far as can be learned, no blame 
attaches to either the fire extinguishing 
system or to the carbon dioxide extin- 
guishing agent said to be the cause of the 
fatalities. 


High Jinks No Joke 
To British Fire Laddies 


Stolid Britishers popped eyeballs last 
month when they beheld a battered pre- 
war-vintage truck perched on the roof 
atop Cambridge University’s sedate Sen- 
ate House, where college degrees have 
been the most exciting things for over 


] 200 years. 


QED: Who put the battered petrol 
wagon up there—150 feet above street 
level? 

Nobody’s talking, but students, primed 
with the joie de vivre of spring and ap- 
proaching graduation, are believed to 
have been responsible. 

How did it get there? It’s hinted that 
some sort of derrick hoist was improvised 
out of scaffolding “borrowed” from a 
nearby work site. 

How was it retrieved to terra firma? 
Firemen, with their gear, were called to 
the job. Norris T. Morton 


From the World News Ticker 


At least 45 shops and 11 apartments 
were burned June 6 in one of the worst 
fires in New Delhi, India’s _ history. 
Fanned by a 67-mph storm, the fire 
quickly engulfed the newly built market 
at Sadar bazaar in the old city and threat- 
ened the nearby railroad station. . . . One 
man was burned to death and 32 others 
injured June 6 in 24 fires in widely scat- 
tered areas of Tokyo, Japan—the largest 
number of fires in one night since the 
war. . .. Fire on June 4 swept the United 
States Information Agency auditorium at 
New Delhi, India, destroying projection 
equipment and films, Officials saved most 
of the books and papers. Cause undis- 
closed. . . . A mother and four of her 
nine children were suffocated June 6 in 
a fire that badly damaged their 2-story 
cement block home at Pembroke, Ont., 
100 miles northwest of Ottawa. . . . Fire 
aboard the 2217-ton Toyomatsu Maru, a 
Japanese freighter, in Tsushima Strait, 
May 24, threatened the lives of 28 crew- 
men. Three rescue ships, including U. S. 
Navy LST-616, sped to the scene. ... 
A twin-jet U. S. Navy plane exploded in 
the air over the small town of Seville, 


| Fla., June 2, setting two houses afire and 


damaging a church. The pilot was killed 
but two crewmen parachuted to safety. 
... When an Air Lebanon airliner made 
an emergency landing at Amman, Jordan, 
May 20, the 27 persons aboard all es- 
caped but the plane burned completely. 
.. . The heat wave which recently struck 
India caused serious water shortages with 


| consequent heavy losses from fire. In 


Bihar Province, many homes _ were 


| burned, leaving 75 persons dead and 


3,000 homeless 
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Persons in the News 


Fire Chief Honored 
For Service To Deaf 


Fire Chief Roma C. Fortune, Burling- 
ton, N. C., was recently presented with a 
special plaque by the people of Burling- 
ton in “appreciation of his interest, kind- 
ness and inspiration to those who live in a 








—Times-News photo by Don Bolden | 


world of silence.” The chief donates a 
large portion of his time to helping those 
who cannot speak or hear and on occa- 


sions teaches Sunday School in the local | 


church for the deaf. In the photograph 


Chief Fortune receives the ‘extra cur- | 
ticula’ award from Jack,Sutton, who rep- | 


resented the people of Burlington. 


Miller Heads National Board 
Harry W. Miller, general U. S. attorney 


of the Commercial Union-Ocean Group | 


of insurance companies, was elected 


president of the National Board of Fire | 


Underwriters at its 92nd Annual Meeting 
in the Hotel Commodore, New York, May 
22nd. 

Other officers elected are: Kenneth E. 
Black, president of the Home Insurance 


and Home Indemnity Companies, vice | 
president; Lester S. Harvey, president | 
and director of the New Hampshire Fire | 


Insurance Company, secretary; and D, R. 


Ackerman, chairman of the board of the | 


Great American Insurance Company, re- 
elected treasurer. Lewis A. Vincent con- 
tinues as general manager. 


Veteran Volunteer 


G. Raymond Schultz, chief of the | 
Swedesburg Fire Company, Upper Mer- | 
ion Township, Pa., for the past 15 years, | 
is observing his 35th year as a volunteer | 


fireman, The Swedesburg Fire Company | 


awarded Chief Schultz a life member- 
ship. The chief is a garage foreman at 
James Lees & Sons Company, Bridgeport. 
He holds membership in the King of 
Prussia Fire Company, Swedeland Fire 
Company, Fire Chiefs’ Mutual Aid of 
Montgomery County, Jefferson Fire Com- 


for JULY, 1958 






y NEW 
a 


IDEAL FOR CLOSEUP SHADOWLESS 
LIGHTING APPLICATIONS 


Every fire department with a photo department will find the new 
Circular Light Unit indispensable for arson investigations. The 
object being photographed is surrounded with soft, shadowless, 
evenly distributed light, so necessary for the recording of infinite 
detail. It’s ideal for extreme closeups of heel prints, stains, 
fingerprints, photographic prints and other incriminating evidence. 

The Circular Light works in conjunction with any Stroboflash 
electronic flash unit, mounting directly onto the camera lens. It 
is the latest addition to the imposing list of versatile Stroboflash 
components. Stroboflash is the portable, value-packed electronic 
flash unit that delivers thousands of flashes from a repeating flash 
tube. Coupled with the famous Pacemaker Speed Graphic it is 
specified as standard equipment by most fire photo departments. 


For additional information consult the “yellow pages” of your telephone 
directory for the Graflex dealer in your community. If you'd like a free copy 


of “Fire Photography with the Pacemaker Graphic,” 
write Dept. FE-78, Graflex, Inc., Rochester 3, N. Y. 
*Trademark 


GRAFLEX 
/ Hie-(liaing, Cameras and Eujomsie 


A SUBSIDIARY OF GENERAL PRECISION EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 
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— ALLmOVER- 
THE GLOBE 


FIRE FIGHTERS 


&) For Efficiency 


G) For Dependability 


For Flexible 
Performance 


Because of their practical ex- 
perience with HALE Fire Pumps 
and pumping units, Fire Fighters, 
the world over, know that it 
pays to Specify HALE for new 
apparatus. 


Kept modern by constant lab- 
oratory and field research, 
HALE pumps are noted for sim- 
plicity, efficiency and quality. 
They are sold only through 
manufacturers of Quality Ap- 
paratus. They are built in all 
standard capacities. 


WRITE TODAY to Dept. FE for 
our latest literature and other 
valuable information. No Obli- 
gations. 





Lee ee eee eee eee 





. a ee ee 
Please send me your new Bulletin No. 
362 on the QSHD and Bulletin No. 363 
on the Self-Priming Portable “TORRENT” 

. The Unit of 1000 auxiliary uses, 
plus other information on HALE Fire 
Pumps and Pumping Units. 





Name 
Address 
Town 





State 


HALE 


FIRE PUMP COMPANY 
coatmaana, Penna. 
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pany, Montgomery Fire Company, Key- 
stone Fire Chiefs Association, North Penn 
Fire Company, Montgomery County Fire- 
men’s Association and Good Will Fire 
Company of Bridgeport, Pa. 


New Chief at Huntington Park 


Assistant Chief Ray Walton has been 
promoted to chief engineer of the Hunt- 
ington Park, Calif., Fire Department. A 
veteran of 27 years with the department, 
he was assistant chief for the past nine 
years. 

Chief Walton replaces Chief John Slo- 
cum who retired June 1 after 20 years 
as head of the community’s fire depart- 
ment. Cliff Dektar 


Battle Promoted by NBFU 


The National Board of Fire Under- 


writers has announced the appointment 
| of Brendan P. Battle as assistant man- 


ager of the arson department. 

Mr. Battle, a specialist in the detec- 
tion and investigation of arson, has been 
supervising agent of the arson depart- 
ment for a number of years. He will work 
directly under the supervision of A. 
Bruce Bielaski, NBFU’s arson chief and 
former head of the FBI. 


Swaine Heads U. L. of Canada 


Ronald F. Swaine was recently elected 
president of Underwriters’ Laboratories 
of Canada. He is Canadian manager of 
the Norwich Union Group. (JU) 


May Fire Losses 


Estimated fire losses in the United 
States during May amounted to $85,- 
633,000, the National Board of Fire Un- 
derwriters has reported. 

According to Lewis A. Vincent, 
NBFU’s general manager, this $85,633,- 
000 loss represents an increase of 8.3 per 
cent over losses of $79,045,000 reported 
for May 1957 and a decrease of 13.6 per 
cent from losses of $99,061,000 for last 
April. 

Losses for the first five months of 1958 
now total $491,187,000, an increase of 
2.2 per cent over the first five months of 
1957, when they amounted to $480,445,- 
000. 

These estimated losses include an al- 
lowance for uninsured and unreported 
losses. 


Wisconsin-lIllinois Firemen 
Hold 43rd Conference 


The Southern Wisconsin and Northern 
Illinois Firemen’s Association met in 
Browntown, Wis., on Sunday, May 4, for 
its 43rd annual conference. Officers re- 
elected include: Harvey A. Ott, New 
Glarus, president; Lin Ray, North Park, 
first vice president; Warren Uecker, Sa- 
vanna, Ill., second vice president; and 
Herman Pfund, New Glarus, recording 
secretary-treasurer. 


_MEMCO AERIAL LADDER 


| Modern fire fighting demands the 
| use of modern apparatus, and this 
definitely includes the aerial ladder. 


The fast, smooth operating, three 
section, 65’ MEMCO AERIAL LAD- 
DER, pictured below, is solving this 
problem for more and more depart- 
ments throughout the world. 


AVAILABLE IN 
50 and 65 FOOT LENGTHS. 


MEMCO AERIALS ARE NOT 
HIGH PRICED—YOUR DEPART- 
MENT can AFFORD ONE. Your 
fire truck manufacturer can incorpo- 
rate one into a new fire truck—or it 
can be mounted on a truck already 
in service, or on a commercial chassis. 


for details—write or telephone 


MEMCO AERIAL LADDER CO. 


1007 N. W. 36th Street 
Oklahoma City 18, Oklahoma 
Telephone—JAckson 5-6828 
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Fire Prevention Department of the West- 
y this } ern Actuarial Bureau, died June 3 at 
part: Chicago, of a heart condition. He was 
hospitalized just prior to the opening of | 
the National Fire Protection Association’s 
conference in that city. 
Few men have contributed so much to | 
S. the science of fire prevention as Dick 
Vernor; few have enjoyed such nation- 
wide acquaintance and popularity among | 
fire fighters and others kindred to the fire | 
service. | 


| high-p pressure saline by 
BAR-WAY for all types of fabric hose 
| 


FULL FLOW—no significant ~=Syccessfully Tested To Bursting 
reduction of internal diam- : : 2 
eter. Pressure is assured. Point Of Double Jacket, Single 


STREAMLINED—round- eho. _— = 
gaaidhdlenaneedieten. Jacket And Sweat Hose 


INTERNAL EXPANSION ae r¢ 
—prevents shrinkage of the Recognizing the trend toward 


hose at the coupling. higher and higher pressures in fire 
ACCURATELY MACHINED fighting, Bar-Way has developed a 
—always the same. . . lutionary coupling that will 
interchangeable. ee Se 

REMOUNTABLE—can be Withstand the pressure and the 
removed and re-attached pull. This new coupling is designed 
etek eg Dagan f to fire fighting specifications. It 
WEIGHT—no heavier than guarantees full flow, full pressure, 
comparable expansion type it is streamlined to slip over ob- 
om, structions, and it can be inter- 
changed anywhere at any time 
without damage to either the tube 
or fabric. Specify Bar-Way! Write 


rocker and forestry lug. 6 i 
14" in a 6 Bar-Way Mfg.Co.,Stamford,Conn. 


Larger sizes 
my will be 


available. 





So 08 6 O89 6 


4 Available in polished 


bronze in both standard 





Mr. Vernor graduated from Albion 
College to work for the Worcester Salt 
Co. of Ecorse, Mich. In 1914 he joined | 
the Michigan Inspection Bureau as a 
surveyor; from 1916 to 1917 he was a 
special agent for Commercial Union in | 
Michigan and for the next three years | 
he was with L. & L. & G. in the Michigan | a oe — epee “+ 
field as special agent, then state agent. 


He joined the Western Actuarial Bureau | uw ow 
1889 as manager ofthe re prevention | IERRA First lity Fire H 
mong anager of the fire prevention § irs ud | y ire ose 





BAR -WAY MFG. CO., STAMFORD, CONN. 




















ae i cath las tote alle an ee | CONTACT HALPRIN FOR THE FINEST 
— “a its president. At the time of his death | Fire = Booster a Suction 
; € was serving his eighth term as chair- | 


Municipal, Underwriters’ 
& Industrial Grades. 
#a All Cotton or Dacron Filled. 


SEND FOR OUR NEW CATALOG M-300 


TVET Tae 


1355 South Flower St., Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
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icorpo-§ man of its board of directors. He was ‘ 
—or ith elected to the board in 1930, served as dhs LY = Syne 
already vice president from 1944 to 1946 and in | s i) 
.- § 1950 was elected chairman, During his | 
chassis. 28 years’ board service he served as | 
chairman of the Committee on Visual 
Education and as a member of the Com- | 
C0 mittees on Civil Fire Defense, Firemen’s | 
+ § Training, Fire Prevention and Cleanup 
Campaign, and Safety to Life. He also | | 
_ served as president of the Greater Chi- | | 
8 cago Safety Council and as chairman of | 





bone 
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FIRE HELMETS 


LEATHER ALUMINUM PLASTIC 
AND 


PERSONAL 


EQUIPMENT 
FIREMEN 


TURNOUT SUITS RUBBER COATS RUBBER BOOTS 
RUBBER-LINED MITTENS ASBESTOS GLOVES 
SAFETY BELTS OFFICERS’ BELTS CAPS BADGES 

SECRETARY'S RECORD BOOKS 


LOOSE-LEAF FIRE RECORD BOOKS 
SECRETARY'S BLANK FORMS 


Write for Catalog 351 


\ 








From ome chief to another... 


a | : # CHIEF ELMER KLINE 
» | SYLVANIA, OHIO, SAYS: 





“Our Cornelius compressor has 
proven very valuable tous; 

in convenience, economy and 
especially the safety of our 
firemen. We can fill our tanks 
at the station and always 
have full tanks at fires and 
other emergencies.” 


NOW you can CHARGE YouR 
OWN AIR BREATHING EQUIPMENT 


Cornelius compressors are easy to operate. They 
fill air cylinders in minutes and allow every man 
in the department to be properly trained in the 
use of air breathing equipment. Save life, health 
and property. 

Protect your men and inspire their confidence 
with an abundance of pure, fresh air sup- 
plied by a Cornelius compressor. For free 
descriptive literature write: 


(cinells 


MODEL 130R1500 
COMPANY U. S. Navy model recom- 


mended for fire department 
use. 13% CFM—3000 PSI. 








550 - 39th Avenue N.E., Mi polis 21, Minnesot 
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the executive committee of the National 
Fire Waste Council, now the Inter- 
Chamber National Fire Safety Contest 
of the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, a 
post he held since its inception. 

The project of which he was most 
proud was the Fire Department Instruc- 
tors Conference. He held the post of 
chairman of this undertaking from its 
inception and looked forward eagerly to 
next year’s conference which is to mark 
the 25th year in Memphis of this “national 
clearing house for key leadership in mod- 
ern firemanship training,” as it is termed. 

Mr. Vernor was active in the Rotary 
Club of Chicago, serving as past presi- 
dent. He was also past district governor, 
international director and_ international 
treasurer of Rotary. On June 2nd, the day 
before his death, he was re-elected to that 
position. 


Harry E. Newell 


Harry E. Newell, 70, a consultant and 
former assistant chief engineer of the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters, 
died June 10 at his Bloomfield, N. J., 
home following a long illness. 

A leader in fire prevention standard- 
making activities of the NBFU, he was 
awarded the Moorehead Medal for In- 
stallation Requirements of Acetylene 
Generators. He served for many years as 
chairman of the NFPA committee on 
gases and flammable liquids and during 
the years 1934 to 1942 was mayor of 
Bloomfield. [00 


New York State Chiefs 
Elect Fornoff 


Chief George H. Fornoff, Kenmore, 
was elected president of the New York 
State Association of Fire Chiefs at its 
annual conference held June 8-12 at 
Scaroon Manor, Schroon Lake, N. Y. Act- 
ing Fire Marshal Peter E. Lynch, Nassau 
County, was elected first vice president; 
Chief Otto Friskie, Mylan, second vice 


’ president; Chief George W. Briggs, Nor- 


folk, director; and Chief Ward A. Bohner, 
Waterville, was re-elected secretary-treas- 
urer. 

More than 750 guests registered for the 
conference which was presided over by 
Commissioner Edward J. MacDonald, 
White Plains, retiring president and 
president-elect of the Eastern Association 
of Fire Chiefs. Featured speakers in- 
cluded Chief Henry Thomas, Hartford, 
Conn., president, NFPA; Robert C. Byrus, 
director, Fire Service Extension, Univer- 
sity of Maryland and Chief Fire Marshal 
Martin Scott, New York Fire Department. 

During the business session the chiefs 
passed resolutions congratulating the In- 
ternational Association of Fire Chiefs on 
its home fire inspection campaign and 
urged Governor Harriman to hold an an- 
nual conference to further the program. 
It also endorsed the continuance of the 
Legislative Fire Laws Committee; called 
for a uniform fire prevention code and 
urged elimination of inequities in com- 
pensation laws as they pertain to call fire- 
men. 
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ional i | 
= Coming Events q | 
ntest i | 
e, a 3 
most | 
truc- Aug. 17-21—Firemen’s Association of the State FROM 
of New York. Annual meeting, Syracuse, N. Y. 
t of For information contact the offices of the As- 
1 its sociation at the Hotel Martinique, Broadway 
ly to and 82nd Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
mark | Aug. 19-20—Canadian Association of Fire | 
ional Chiefs. Annual meeting, Hamilton, Ont. Sec- | 
mod- retary-Treasurer, Chief Allan H. Clark, Fire 
d Headquarters, Lakefield, Ont. | 
med. 
otary Sept. 11-13—Westchester County Volunteer | 
yresi- Firemen’s Association. Annual meeting, Dobbs | 
one: Ferry, N. Y. Secretary, Harold E. Ackerman, | 
’ 60 Concord Avenue, White Plains, N. Y. | 
ional | Improved | 
> day | September 14—Great Lakes Association of Fire | | 
tl t Chiefs. Annual meeting held in conjunction | 
) tha with the International Association of Fire | | 
Chiefs, Los Angeles, Cal. Secretary-Treasurer, | we 
Chief Elmer Stough, 605 - 4th Street, Lorain, | | 
Ohio. | | 
September 15—-Pacific Coast Inter-Mountain As- | = 
sociation of Fire Chiefs. Annual meeting held 
t and in conjunction with the International Asso- | 
> the ciation of Fire Chiefs, Los Angeles, Calif. | 
ree Secretary-Treasurer, Jay W. Stevens, Mer- 
’ chants Exchange Building, San Francisco. . 
Lt ‘ . ' (Formerly Bell & Pihl) 
September 16-19—International Association of 
Fire Chiefs. Annual meeting, Los Angeles, | 
dard- Calif. Secretary-Manager, B. Richter Town- | 
» was send, 232 Madison Avenue, New York 16, 
r ine N. Y. | o 
Pe ELKHART | Elkhart has the expander that’s right for your 
yien€ | September 18—Delaware Fire Chiefs Associa- | needs. HAN-DRAULIC — latest in the line — is a 
ae a ge ge a meeting, Citizens’ Hose ADDS HAND | hand operated hydraulic expander complete 
‘ on Charles H iiecdeee eee” Secretary, | with Elkhart improvements: 
urin , > , , ; - ' 
ne - eS a a OPERATED | Formerly this hydraulic expander required both the 
Baer seam isel | z holder and mandrel to be threaded 
Association. Annual meeting, Smyrna, Dela. segment ; F : : 
Secretary, E, Reynolds Bradley, Smyrna, Dela. HAN-DRAULIC |! individually into the hydraulic unit. Now, by merely 
‘ aati . . is | slipping Elkhart’s patented mandrel and segment 
ept. 24-27—California State Firemen’s Asso- | holder into one easy-to-fit slot in the power 
ciation. Annual meeting, Santa Barbara, Cal. UNIT TO OFFER : ee ERY . 
Secretary, E. L, Albrecht, Sr., 755 —17th : | unit Han-Draulic segment change is accomplished 
Street, San Bernardino, Cal, COM PLETE | in a matter of seconds. 
Oot: 17-10—Nebeatia State Valuaines Fico | Unit can be mounted on bench, stand or operated 
more, men’s Association, Annual meeting, North EXPANDER | on the ground in case of emergency. 
York — it Russell D. I Used for attaching brass expansion ring couplings 
at its i at a ai ad ke | ° ° « Sa VW" —_114."—9"—_91,4,"—_ 2" 
in sizes: 4"—1"—14"—12"—2°—2n"—3 
12 at} Nov. 6-8—Washington Fire Commissioners As- LINE | 
. Act- sociation. Annual meeting, Bellingham, Wash. { 
lassau For information contact Fred Dustin, 2195 
-<) Mt. Baker Highway, Bellingham, Wash. 
ident; 
1 vice § Nov. 13-15—International Rescue and First 
Nor- Aid Association. Annual meeting, Jackson- ELKHART BRASS 
ville, Fla. Executive Director, Max L. Spray, 
ohner, 101 North Alfred Street, Alexandria, Va. 0 0) MFG. CO., Inc. 
-treas- Elkhart, Indiana 
ig = More than half a century of fire fighting progress 
er by 
onald, | N, M. P. “Fire Village” a 
_—_ 
siation Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, 
rs in- — Syracuse, N. Y., will inaugurate an ex- MORE FIRE 
rtford, f tensive fire training program which will PROTECTION 
Byrus, } include construction of a “Fire Village 
Iniver- § on the outskirts of Oswego, N. Y., accord- CITY - RURAL - FOREST 
farshal § ing to Walter F. Schonhart, supervisor of MODEL 6600 PUMPER—instantly Self-Priming—No wait 
tment. fire training. ing when seconds count 
chiefs—_ The fire school will be utilized to train HIGH PRESSURE—Use one or two hard-hitting streams or 
he In- Niagara Mohawk employees and will be uniira 8 
efs onf available to members of the Oswego Fire Write for NEOPRENE IMPELLERS—Pump dirty water as well as 
n and# Department and the several volunteer fire Bulletin 6600-F clean water—assure long life 
an an- Companies in the area. POWER—Efficient 4-cycle, air-cooled 5 HP engine known uP TO 
7 . and serviced world-wide 
gram. The village which will be constructed 40 GPM 
of thef on a 200 x 300-foot plot, will include a BY-PASS VALVE, SPRING LOADED AT 150 PSI 
called § 20 x 30 metal storage building, a 15 x 20 GREASE CUP, NO LOSS OF PRIME, 
le and§ concrete block fire test building, a large PLUS MANY OTHER FEATURES 
. com-f transformer, an oil circuit breaker, two 
ill fire-} large pits for oil fires and a concrete pad MARINE PRODUCTS COMPANY 
for training in gasoline spill fires. WEIGHS ONLY 110 LBS. 515 LYCASTE AVENUE + DETROIT 14, MICHIGAN 
EERING | for JULY, 1958 567 














— Ea 


i ELECERIC PLANT 
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Carrying frame model —Lightweight tubular alu- 
minum frame for one or two-man carrying. Easily lifted 
in and out of pickup or around on the job site. 


S 


Dolly-mounted 

model—One man 
wheels it anywhere. 
Specially useful on 
such jobs os hedge 
trimming, grass clip- 
ping, construction. 
Big, easy rolling 
rubber tired wheels. 


New 1500 watt D.C. 
Onan Electric Plant 


Here’s more efficient portable power 
for all 115-volt D.C. and universal 
motors or tools and equipment. 
This new Onan power package, 
Model 115AK-115M, gives you more 
power per pound of electric plant, 
more power per gallon of gasoline. 
Recommended specially for turf 
maintenance, emergency rescue serv- 
ice, and fire department use. 





Direct-connected, compact design 
Rugged, single-cylinder, 4-cycle, 
Onan air-cooled engine starts quick- 
ly in any weather. Heavy-duty 
splash-proof generator is direct-con- 
nected to engine, making a rigid, 
compact, long-life unit. Standard 


equipment includes manual starter, | 


oil-bath air cleaner and 4 plug-in re- 
ceptacles. Carrying frame, 2-wheel 


dolly and recoil starter are optional | 


at low cost. 


Standard Model For 
ead eo geet 4 
trucks, on fire rigs etc. Con- 
verts to portable model with 
carrying frame or dolly. 








See — distributor 
or write for information 


D.W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


2948A University Avenue S. E. 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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| Appliances Co. 








| MANUFACTURERS" NEWS 


Continued from page 560 


Associated Manufacturers 
Sponsor New Mask Canisters 


The Industrial Safety Equipment Asso- 
ciation, as it is known, has announced a 
new window indicator for Type N gas 
mask canisters. The visual signal device 
appears on the front of canisters referred 
to as “All-Purpose, All-Service, Protexall, 
Smoke-Eater and Universal.” 

One-half of the circular window con- 
tains a reference color; the other half an 
indicating color. When both colors match 
up, the service life of the canister for pro- 
tection against carbon monoxide is spent. 

Development of the device, which has 
Bureau of Mines Approval, Schedule 14, 


| is the result of a joint undertaking of the 


Gas Mask Group of the ISEA. Associa- 


tion members include Acme Protection 


Equipment Co., E. D. Bullard Co., Davis 
Emergency Equipment Co., Mine Safety 
and Willson Products 
Division. 


Tunable Mobile Receivers 


Monitoradio Division, I.D.E.A., Inc., 
7900 Pendleton Pike, Indianapolis 26, 
Ind., has announced two new tunable 
mobile receivers to operate in the 30-50 
me and 152-174 mc bands. 





Both sets feature tuned r-f stages, dou- 
ble conversion and built-in adjustable 
squelch. Each set has a built-in 4-inch 
speaker and large, well-illuminated slide- 
rule dials. The metal cabinets measure 


only 4% x 6% x 8% inches. 


, tic Company of New Milford, 


Baker Portable Ladder Pipe 


J. M. Baker Pattern Co., Inc., 68 
Sprague Street, Providence 7, R. I., has 
introduced its new portable ladder pipe 
which it states is capable of vertical 





movement through an arc of 120 degrees 
and may be locked in any position by 
means of a quick-operating device. 
The all-bronze, chrome-plated nozzle 
is said to be equally suitable for fixed 
mounting in industrial installations. 


New Oil-Resistant Rubber 


Fire departments often are able to 
utilize water from rivers and harbors for 
fire fighting. This water is usually laden 
with oil, gasoline, and industrial solvents, 
and frequently causes deterioration of 
equipment parts made of ordinary rub- 
ber. 

To solve this problem, such parts as 
valve seats, bumper-protectors, and hand 
grips are now being made from Hycar 


American rubber, a special-purpose raw } 
material supplied by B. F. Goodrich } 


Chemical Company. The special parts 
were developed by Jet Rubber and Plas- 
Ohio, 
and are used in fire fighting equipment 
manufactured by Akron Brass Manufac- 
turing Company of Wooster, Ohio. 


S & S Ambulance for Landover Hills, Md. 


Firemen Charles E. Conway and Wil- 
liam R. McLaughlin of the Landover 
Hills, Md., Fire Department are shown 


Cis Seiiibinnstecmnanmetiit i SERED. naan bei 


f 
TEI. ie 


taking delivery of a new 1958 S & S 
Kensington ambulance at the factory of 
Hess and Eisenhardt, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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New Dry Chemical Units 


Dry chemical extinguishers are now 
available in 20 and 30-pound pressurized 
heavy-duty models from the Pyrene-C-O- 
Two Division, The Fyr-Fyter Company, 
Newark 1, N. J. 





They are approved by both Factory 
Mutual and Underwriters’ Laboratories 
and carry a U.L. rating of 20 B.C. 


Wilson & Cousins Ltd. Expands 


Wilson & Cousins Limited, has opened 
two new offices in western Canada. 

British Columbia headquarters are lo- 
cated at 364 Alexander Street, Vancouver, 
with W. (Shag) Park as manager. 

The Prairie Provinces, stretching from 
Winnipeg to British Columbia, will be 
served from the new branch at 3501-18th 


G. H. Rutherford as manager. 


Oxygen Re-breathing Unit 


The Palmer Co., 606-06 Perry-Payne 
Building, Cleveland 13, Ohio, has intro- 
duced the “Dalanator,” a portable oxy- 
gen re-breathing unit weighing one 
pound. 





It consists of a. thumb-size oxygen | 
cartridge which is discharged into a | 
silicon vinyl] breathing bag; the facepiece | 
is extruded nylon. The oxygen passes | 


for JULY, 1958 


Are You Ready For All 
Those Grass Fire Runs? 


is) 


» 
“= 4 
7 





Sdavings in equipment and manpower are yours 
when you answer grass fire calls with a truck 
Sharpsville-designed for light jobs! This little gem car- 
ries all the special equipment you require, yet is com- 
pactly designed to fit even a pick-up truck chassis! The 
resulting savings in first cost is followed by less costly 
runs and lower maintenance cost! Let Sharpsville help 
you select your next fire truck—write or phone today! 





STEEL FABRICATORS, 
SHARPSVILLE, PA. 


Litives 


BUILDERS OF SERVICE, CRASH AND LADDER TRUCKS + VOLUME AND HIGH- 
SQUAD AND EMERGENCY CARS - STORAGE TANKS 


PRESSURE PUMPERS - 








CHIEF HALLIGAN SAYS:— 


TRY THIS HOOK 


THE HALLIGAN HOOK is a forcible entry tool designed by me after 41 years 
service—28 as chief officer of New York City F. D. You can be sure of its 
practical value in fast entry— it’s the strongest, toughest tool on the mar- 
ket. | WILL SEND IT TO ANY FIRE OR POLICE DEPT. on trial. See it—Use 
it—if you don’t agree it’s something you can use—send it back—but by 
all means TRY IT OUT! A companion to the famous Halligan TOOL. 


GET A REQUEST 
OFF TODAY! 


HALLIGAN HOOK 


From 3 to 10 ft. 





M. A. HALLIGAN 1505 METROPOLITAN AVE., NEW YORK 62, NEW YORK 
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DRAGON 
FIRE 
PUMPS 


DESIGNED FROM 
THE FIREMAN’S 
POINT OF VIEW 


Mfg. By 


PARCO PRODUCTS 
COMPANY 
PENNSBURG, PA. 





FIREMEN’S UNIFORMS 


and 


ACCESSORIES 





Uniforms tailored 
from the new 
DuPont Dacron® 
blended materials 


RUSSELL 
UNIFORM 


Company 
NEW YORK 

















RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 
192 Lexington Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 
Please send free information as checked 
below. 
(_] Circular of firemen's uniforms and 
equipment 
(] Samples of all wool materials and 
measurement forms 
[] Samples of Dacron blended ma- 
terials, prices and measurement 
forms 
Me Ubichesestascebacktaasa sean haw 
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| process. 


through a chemical filter for removing | 
carbon dioxide during the re-breathing | 


The unit is not designed to replace 
standard inhalators or resuscitators but 
rather to supply 5 to 10 minutes of im- 
mediate emergency oxygen. 


Burns Combination Tool 





The Burns Tool Co., 1526 Lucia Ave- 
nue, Waukegan, IIl., is marketing a new 
tool which is basically a combination 
spanner and hydrant wrench with the | 
addition of pliers on one end. It weighs 
24 ounces and measures only 2 inches | 
longer than a standard spanner. 

Invented by a Waukegan fireman, it | 
is said to be useful as a pry-bar, pliers, 
screwdriver, nail puller, hammer, and 
gas shutoff in addition to opening hy- 
drants and hose couplings. 


Appointments and Promotions 


Darrel Johnston, a former member of | 


| the Lansing Fire Department, has been 
| appointed service manager of the Fire 


| ern regional 


Apparatus Department, John Bean Divi- 
sion, Food Machinery and Chemical 
Corp., Lausing, Mich. 





In his new position, Johnston will be 
in charge of instruction and training in 
the company’s fire school as well as 
handling service details. 


George F. Clark, vice president-secre- 
tary of the General Fire Extinguisher 
Corp., Philadelphia, Pa., has been named 
second vice president of the Fire Equip- 
ment Manufacturers’ Association. He is 
also chairman of FEMA’s sales and 
marketing committee. 


Carl G. Link has been appointed east- 
manager of the Boston 


| Woven Hose & Rubber Co., Div. of 


American Biltrite Rubber Co., Boston 3, 
Mass. This is a new position with the 
company and includes the area from 
New York State to New Orleans with 











THERE’S A DIFFERENCE 





© EASILY RECOGNIZED 
© LONG REMEMBERED 


Compliment your uniform and appearance 
with all the handsome beauty of the EXCLU- 
SIVE NIELSEN-RIONDA SOLID FLAT BACK 
BADGE. 


RUGGED DURABILITY . . . including hat and 
coat attachments, center emblems and num- 
bers all guaranteed for 10 years against sepa- 
rating from the badge body. 





Check the new STA-BRITE BADGES. Rich 
golden colored metal throughout the entire 
badge body. Easily maintained for a lifetime 
of sparkling golden brilliancy. 


Send for free 32 page catalog containing 
complete information and illustrating the full 
line of badges in all finishes. 


NIELSEN-RIONDA, INC. 
Dept. FE-2 
40 JOHN ST., NEW YORK 38,N. Y. 














The Original 


MIDWESTEAN 


STRIPED SAFETY COAT 





© Brilliant Yellow 


i 
© Maximum Visibility! 
@ Maximum Durability! 
@ Exclusive Safety Features! 


_ your Midwestern dealer or WRITE 
for Free Catalog and fabric samples 


Illinois 


akela dhitek 
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headquarters in New York City. Previ- 
ously, Mr. Link was sales manager of 
The New York Belting and Packing Co. 


Hodge C. Morgan has been named 
manager of the Industrial Communica- 
tions and Electronics Department, Ben- 
dix Radio Division, Bendix Aviation 
Corp., Baltimore 4, Md. 


John H. McCormick has been named 
manager of system sales for two-way 
radio units made by the General Electric 
Communication Products Department, 
Electronics Park, Syracuse, N. Y. Imme- 





diately prior to his new appointment, Mr. 
McCormick was commercial engineer in 
G-E’s two-way radio product planning 
section. 


Hoyt M. Ayers is now associated with 
V. C. Malone and Associates, Birming- 
ham, Ala., distributors of Howe Fire ap- 
paratus, Mr. Ayers retired as chief of the 
Birmingham Fire Department on Novem- 
ber 4, 1957 after 32 ycars of service. 


‘“‘Penet-Ray’’ Warning Light 


The Sireno Co., Inc., 214 William 
Street, New York 38, N. Y., announces 
“Penet-Ray,” a portable warning light 
which attaches to either the roof or dash 
of a vehicle by means of two magnets 
and a suction cup. 





The parabolic reflector rotates through 
360 degrees and a slip-on shield protects 
car occupants from the light beam when 
mounted on the dashboard. 
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Flashers for 
Warning Lights 


Kay -lab 


‘*KAY-LAB’’ FLASHERS are spec- 
ified by many fire depts. Repeat- 
| | edly the choice of City, County 
| | and State governments requiring 
| | flashing lights on emergency ve- 
| 

| 











hicles because only ‘“‘Kay-Lab” 
has the features specified. 





FIRE TRUCKS 


““STOP-IT’’? SAFETY FLASHER FOR 
‘“‘CHIEFS’’ CAR 
Makes lights flash on-and-off. Used for flashing 
warning signals and directional signals. Con- 
tinues to burn lamps with a steady light in event 
of failure. Available in 4 types. Will flash one, 
two, three, four or any combination of lamps up 
to 6 amperes without matching flasher to load. 
6 and 12 volts. 
“UNIVERSAL”? ALTERNATING 
FLASHER—FOR ‘‘HOOK-AND- 
LADDERS’? AND MULTIPLE LIGHT 
VEHICLES 
Heavy duty. Meets requirements of State Laws 
for alternating flashing signals. Up to 15 am- 
peres. 6 or 12 volts. No parts to wear out, re- 
quires no lubrication, no up-keep. Operates 
magnetically. Good for lights or horn signals. 
Write for Folder, Prices and Discounts. 


MACCHI & COMPANY 


819 Valencia Street, San Francisco 10, Calif. 










































Bronze Weather Cap 


catia Prevents ice-locking of operating nut. 


Oil Reservoir 

Automatic lubrication of all 
threads and bearing 

| — surfaces each time hydrant. 
| is eperated. 


Dry Top Design 
Operating threads and bearing surfaces 
sealed from water. 


Breech-Locked Nozzles 
Interlocking lugs plus calking prevent 


“O” Ri i 
Two “0” Ring Seals blow-out. 


Permanent seals without 


adjustments or binding. 
; ' Individual Non-Kinking Chains 


‘MUELLER: 


AWWA Improved 
Fire Hydrants 


ABOVE-GROUND MAINTENANCE! 


Safety Flange and 

Stem Coupling 

Prevents permanent traffic 
damage and permits facing 
of nozzles, extensions or 
barrel changes without 
digging. 














DESIGNED FOR 


Bronze Seat Ring 
Straight threads permit easy 
removal from above without 


digging. 
Bronze Cap Nut 





Compression-Type Main Valve 

loses with the water pressure—and stays 
closed. Permits repair or modification 
without water shut-off! 


Double Drain Openings 


Automatically force-flushed each time 
hydrant is opened or closed. 


MUELLER CO. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Factories at: Decatur, Chattanooga, Los Angeles 


See your Mueller Represent- 
ative or write direct for full 


details. In Coneda: Mueller, Limited, Sernio, Ontorio. 
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W. H. Barnett, Superintendent, P. O. Box 
785, Ocala, Fla. 


Indiana State Fire School—Sept. 9-12, Purdue 
University, Lafayette, Ind. For information 
contact Professor Shelby Gallien, Director, 
Public Safety Institute, Purdue University, 
Lafayette, Ind, 


Vi 
BADGES "<2"... PYR-A-LARM 
W 
4 Arizona State Fire School—Oct. 16-18, Phoenix, 
O aut ority Ariz. Director, Battalion Chief Jake Siken, | 
Fire Fighting Instruction Supervisor, 49 South 
First Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 
| Central Missouri Fire Conference—July 25-27, 
University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo. T 
| { 
| Florida State Fire College—Aug. 4-8—Seminar 
| in Arson Investigation and Detection. Sept. 
| 8-12—Units 101, Tools, Forcible Entry, B: 
| Breathing Apparatus; 107, Arson Detection; ‘ 
| 201, Instructor Training. Sept. 15-19—Units Fy 
| 102, Hose and Ladders; 106, Fire Inspection; wi 
| 202, Company Officer Training. Sept. 22-26 Ju 
| —Units 103, Rescue, Ventilation, Salvage 
| and Overhaul; 105, Fire Apparatus and on 
Pumps; 204, Fire Fighting Tactics. Sept. 29- sa. 
Oct. 3—Units 104, Fire Streams; 206, Fire | 
Prevention and Protection; 208, Fire Depart- . 
} ment Administration. For information, contact ee 
| a 





DESIGNED WITH DISTINCTION 
EXECUTED IN METALS OF 


NUCLEAR ENERGY 
takes over the FIRE WATCH! is 














































TIMELESS BEAUTY...WORN | Kansas ae Fire Staite. ogg at | bu 
| sity of Kansas, wrence. Director, Clyde A. ‘ 
WITH HONOR AND RESPECT | Babb, 111 Fraser Hall, University of Kansas, SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE a 
Lawrence, Kans. rm" : re 
4 _ | In 
Descriptive catalog free on request ee ee oa . 
4-6. Annual Short Course for Firemen—Sept. . #1 » e Sal 
Everson-Ross 2-5, all at University of Maryland, College | a 
Park, Md. For information contact Robert C. y j / pre 
Byrus, Director, Fire Service Extension, Col- we 
55 VANDAM STREET lege of Engineering, University of Maryland, | A melo sg Inc. 
College Park, Md. | 
NEW YORK 7, N.Y. | Ba 
Morris County, N. J., Fire School—August 5, | POST OFFICE BOX 390, NEWARK,.N. J. the 
Roxbury Engine Company, Succasunna; Sep- = er: 
eT ee a, = ae pe tember 2, Morristown Municipal Airport, ss 
Morristown. For information, write Robert H. | me 
Wright, Publicity Chairman, Long Hill Lane, siV 
g 
= Chatham, N, J. < 
New Hampshire Firemanship School—Sept. 8- S P ID CIA J j suc 
N K E ® S$ U ! 7 S$ 12, Fitzwilliam, N. H. For information, Con- | in | 
tact Chief Donald Holbrook, Meadowood Fire | me 
Department, Fitzwilliam, N. H. BIND R S pane 
FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION | 1... rice Protection Conference—Oct. | ID _ 
13-15, Socorro, N. M. tha 
Ohio State Fire School—Sept. 8-12, Ohio State A ) A I i A B : , E sal\ 
University, Columbus. For information, con- dle 
tact Wayne C. Jenkins, Chief of Fire Preven- firs! 
tion, State Fire Marshal’s Office, Wyandotte ; 7 
Building, Columbus, Ohio. eal 
el 
Ontario Fire College—Aug. 25-29—Administra- . % em] 
tion Course for Senior Fire Department Offi- Every issue of FIRE ENGI The 
cers; Sept. 22-26—Fire Inspection Practices; | NEERING has something in it cor 
Sept. 29-Oct. 10—Techniques of Instruction | : 
for Fire Department Instructors; Oct. 20-24— that you want to keep for trib 
Fire Forum for County Fire Co-ordinators. future reference. If you have 
All courses to be held at Ontario Fire Col- ; 
lege, Gravenhurst, Muskoka, Ont, For infor- one of the standard handy 
mation, contact W. J. Scott, Ontario Fire binder. ill hav r 
Marshal, 210 Huron Street, Toronto, Ont. - » reine 7 +6 re St 
article at your fingertips and 1 
Pennsylvania Fire School—Apr. 28-Nov. 1. Six . 
distinct courses within each training cycle; a complete yearly index of wor 
Annual State Fire School—Aug. 4-8; D-2 | everything we have published. Mar 
Extension Course—aAug. 11-15; all at Pennsyl- . . 
vania Fire School. For information, contact The binder holds 24 issues she 
WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR Art Espey, Director, Box 631, Lewistown, Pa. and two yearly indexes. I ga 
oin 
Southern Wi & Northern Illinois Fire tee 
SIREN BOOTS School—Sept. 6-7, Savanna, Ill. For informa- eff 
tion, write Norton T. Ames, , Wis. e 
We have been supplying FIREMEN’S ee ee a Price $3.00 E 
CLOTHING for over 36 years. Suffolk County Fire Chiefs’ Field Conference. vent 
ie Annual meeting, Sept. 20-21, Suffolk County a 
Any fireman can have a catalog by writing— Fire Training Grounds, Yaphank, N. Y. For B k D has 
information contact Ernest G_ Wilcox, P. O. oo epartment 9 
Box 125, Smithtown, N. Y. Or §) 
FIRE ous 
B @) D Y - G U A R D Tennessee State Fire Service School—Aug. 18- ENGINEERING poe 
23, Middle Tennessee State College Campus, eee 
M A N U FA Cc T U R I N G C oO ° Murfreesboro, Tenn. Director, Homer S. 305 East 45th St., New York 17, N. Y. $25¢ 
ST. JOSEPH . a . MISSOURI Elkins, 215 Chestnut Street, Chattanooga. expe 
FIRE ENGINEERING for J 
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Virginia State Fire School—Aug. 25-29, South 
Boston, Va. Director, Lawrence Oliver, Su- 
| pervisor, Fire Service Training, P. O. Box 654, MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
Harrisonburg, Va. el 
for Emergency Vehicles 


Be Le OU 


Western Pennsylvania Firemen’s Training Insti- 
tute—Aug. 18-22, State Teachers College, 
California, Pa. For further information con- 
tact James Silbaugh, Secretary, Fire School 


famaiies, Caan oe Siren sounds a penetrating 


warning, red light automatically 
flashes authority. Traffic opens 
instantly, day or night. FREE 
ROLLING feature. 


@ HANDSOME 
@ RUGGED 
@ RELIABLE 


Built by proud craftsmen to the highest standards of 
precision manufacturing . . . utilizing materials of finest 
quality .. . Sterling Sirens give year-after-year of 
unsurpassed dependability and satisfaction. 





Taps for Baltimore Corps 


The Fire Insurance Salvage Corps of 
Baltimore, headed by Superintendent 
Frank Pollock, after 72 years of service, 
will suspend operations at midnight, 
June 30. Closing of this service leaves 
only seven other insurance-supported 
salvage corps in existence. 

The salvage corps was formed by fire 
insurance companies and their agents in 
Baltimore in 1886 to protect and save 
property endangered from fire. It has 


oe aa by the insurance com- x token ae 


In its announcement to end the corps, [ for Volunteer Systems 





the Board of Management comments, “It 
is too bad to see the salvage corps closed, 
but it was becoming an anachronism in 
this modern age.” When it was formed, 
fire departments were interested in sav- 
ing lives and extinguishing fires; little 
ad thought was given to property damage. 
Salvage corps, devoted to protection of 
property, were formed in many cities; 22 
were supported by the insurance industry. 

Over the 72 years of operation of the 
Baltimore corps, the opinion and aims of 


Quick acceleration, power- 
plus... Model M really 
gets the boys out in a hurry! 
Used by championship 
companies from coast to 
coast. A dependable, heavy- 
duty siren built of the 
finest materials throughout. 





Complete line of Siren Equipment * Bulletin on Request 


eee ee ee meen HE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. 





J. the fire service changed and salvage op- 10 BARTLETT ST., ROCHESTER 8, N. Y. 
— erations were recognized as a fire depart- 

ment function and part of the service 
. given by a city to the taxpayer. 


“Through use of modern equipment, 
such as fog nozzles and complete training 
in proper methods, up-to-date fire depart- 
ments under progressive administration 
and aggressive leadership have reduced 
the need for separate salvage corps so 
that the spreading of covers and other 
salvage operations at most fires are han- 
dled by the firemen responding to the 
first alarm.” 

The Board of Management reports that 
neither the City of Baltimore nor the 


employees of the salvage corps will suffer. 


: PERMANENT MOUNTED 
The equipment and apparatus of the 
corps has been offered the city for dis- Send for Jit . DELUGE GUN 
‘ > 


tribution to the fire department. Bulletin 1-56 
Ls . 





Ad 










Step Up Canadian F.P. Effort Eastman Model 20 Del- ions requiring quick 


uge Gun is designed for effective fire protection. 


To further Canadian fire prevention 


work, the Association of Canadian: Fire permanent installation When a large volume of 
Marshals and the Canadian Association 

of Fire Chiefs have joined hands in the on fire apparatus, fire water is to be delivered 
legal incorporation of the ACFM-CAFC ‘ . . ‘ ‘ 
Joint Fire Prevention Publicity Commit- boats, oil refineries, in solid, far-reaching 


tee, in support of the public educational 
effort by the nation’s 27,000 fire fighters. 

Established in 1955 to expand Fire Pre- 
vention Week publicity, the committee 
has won wide praise for the “extraordi- 
nary” results achieved. In 1957 the value 
of space, time, etc., contributed by vari- 
ous media to Fire Prevention Week was 
estimated at $750,000, an increase of 


streams —SPECIFY 
EASTMAN MODEL 20. 


lumber yards, or any 





outside plant installa- 





¢ SAMUEL EASTMAN CO., INC. 
$250,000 over 1956. In 1958 the figure is y j CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


expected to exceed one million dollars. 
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PLANNING A 
FUND RAISING 
CAMPAIGN? 


GET 
RETURNS 
with less effort 


at a nominal 
cost to you! 











Handford Brown 


COIN 
CARDS 


The tested and proven way to raise 
funds. Used successfully by fire 
departments all over the nation. 
Holds up to $5.00 in quarters or 
$3.00 in dimes. Donations can now 
be given on the popular budget 
system. 


i 
¥ 
; 
é 
(PE REBRERERREERRERERERRERRRRE eee SE Se 


WRITE OR PHONE FOR SAMPLES, DETAILS 
REGARDING = AND PRICES 
DAY. 


HANDFORD 
-ji ie)’ i, Beier 





COYTESVILLE oe NEW JERSEY 
WINDSOR 4-0454 


| 


| tremely high buildings. For 





—fthe round table — 


discussion of current fire department and fire management problems 








The Use Of Portable Radios 


INCLUDED AMONG THE FRE- 
QUENCY ALLOCATIONS for fire 
service radio are special low power 
channels, These are provided for the 
sole use of portable transceiver-type 
radio units, commonly referred to as 
“walkie-talkies.” Employment of the 
equipment is not limited to the special 
frequencies and it is frequently found 
that the compact units are operated on 
the normal base and mobile channels. 

The size of the transmitter and re- 
ceiver package, ranging from a re- 
cently announced belt-carried set to 


| the back-pack style, permits officers 


and firemen to carry the completely 
self-contained radio directly to the 
scene of emergency operations, Com- 
munications can then be maintained 
over short distances with greater effi- 
ciency than is possible with other 
methods. 

The power supply for the miniature 
equipment is either wet or dry bat- 
teries with the latter the more com- 


| mon. In the past this factor has limited 


the permissible operating period to a 
few hours before power pack replace- 
ment or recharge was necessary. The 
recent introduction of the transistor to 
replace most, if not all, vacuum tubes 
used in the units holds promise of 


_ longer battery life and greater power 


output with increased 
utility value. 

In order to find out how the units 
are being employed by the fire service 
the editors asked representative fire 
chiefs the questions shown elsewhere 
on this page; the replies follow. Read- 


consequent 


| ers are invited to join in the discussion 
| by addressing their comments to The 


Round Table Editor, Fire ENGINEER- 
ING, 305 East 45th Street, New York 


| 17, N. Y. 


The Discussion 
H. S. Bird, Chief, Vancouver, B. C.: 


We carry three portable units which oper- 
ate on a fire department frequency. 

They are set up in the location on the 
site of a fire where they would be of the 
most value for relaying information. 

They are carried on the assistant and 
deputy chiefs’ cars. 

We do not use these units for other 
than emergency operations. 

The walkie-talkies are used generally 
at major fires, or where fires occur in ex- 
instance, 


| where a fire occurred in the 16th floor, 


they were used to relay orders to the 
street level as to what equipment was to 
be taken up to combat the conflagration. 
In case of a large fire, a walkie-talkie 
would be set up at the rear, or on the 
roof, or in any other location where they 
would be of benefit, and through this 
system to the fire operational car, from 
which more men, hose lines, or other fire 
fighting equipment can be dispatched 
upon request. 


Clyde L. Peterson, Chief, Ogden, 
Utah: At the present time, we carry two 
portable radio units. However, two more 
are available from the police department, 
if needed. The fire department and police 
department share the same frequency. 

One unit is assigned to the battalion 
chief and the other to the chief and is 
carried on their cars. 

Up to the present time, we have used 
the portable radios for emergency work 
only. 


Edward Wischer, Chief, Milwaukee, 
Wis.: We carry thirty units, which oper- 
ate on a frequency of 153.83 mc. 

They are assigned to any officers who 
might desire their use and carried on the 
deputy chief and battalion chief’s cars, 
ladder trucks, high-pressure truck and 
fireboat. 

We have used the units only on rare 
occasions. However, we might use them 
in any emergency. 


Leo E. Weidner, Assistant Chief, Port- 
land, Ore.: We carry three walkie-talkies 
on the Jay W. Stevens car disaster service 
unit. These operate on fire department 
frequency. 





THIS MONTH’S QUESTIONS 


How many portable radio 
units (walkie-talkies, pack sets, 
etc.) do you carry? 


Do these units operate on a 
fire department frequency or do 
you share a frequency with an- 
other service? 


To whom are these units as- 
signed at the scene of an emer- 
gency? 

On what fire department ve- 
hicles are the units carried? 


Do you use the units in other 
than emergency operations? If 
so, please explain. 
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JANESVILLE TURN-OUT et 
COAT OFFERS DOUBLE 
PROTECTION 


Protection against 
searing heat and freez- 
ing rain with a detach- 
able wool or flannel 
lining. May be quick 
ly changed to fit 
working conditions. 
Firemen want and 

get the best in 
Janesville suits. 


















Comfort e 
Finest 
Material e 
Rugged 
Construction e 

Custom built 
coat and 
sleeve lengths e 


APPAREL CO. 


JANESVILLE, WISCONSIN 


Yauesuille 











The ‘‘Original’’ McIntire 


INVINCIBLE 
NOZZLE 











NG 


From 
300 to 
10,000 

GPM 

s 
Locks 
in 
Position 
a 





Fig. 3 


Comes as a complete unit ready to 
thread to standpipe. Universal in action. 
Locks in position — can be used un- 
attended. Used on either trucks or as 
fixed protection in hazardous locations. 
Write for further information. 


F. N. McINTIRE 
BRASS WORKS, INC. 
CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS. 
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| two-way 


One unit is assigned to the assistant 
chief in charge of the division and the 
others to the battalion chiefs or other 
officers. 

The units are sometimes used at regu- 
lar minor fire incidents for directing oper- 
ations as desired. 


W. A. Dunham, Chief, Spokane, 
Wash.: We carry four portable radio 
units, which operate on a fire department 
frequency. 

They are assigned to the commanding 
officers and aerial truck captains and are 
carried on battalion chiefs’ cars and aerial 
trucks. 

We use these units for company inspec- 
tion where the entire company wishes to 
make a tour of the plant or building for 
pre-fire planning. Battalion chiefs also 
use them to stay in service when neces- 
sary to be away from the car, We also 
find them invaluable in high fires where 
communication with companies on the 
ground is essential. 


G. R. McAlpine, Chief, Oklahoma 
City, Okla.: We are fully equipped with 
radios on all fire apparatus, 
chiefs’ cars, and other fire department 
vehicles. However, we have never 
equipped the department with portable 


| walkie-talkie type radios. We have only 








two units of the walkie-talkie type and 
these are only available for special assign- 
ments. 

We use one of these units the second 
and fourth Saturdays of each month to 


keep in constant touch with the depart- | 


ment’s operations while the Board of 
Chief Officers is holding its regular meet- 
ing. , 

The two units we have operate on the 
regular fire department wave length. 

There is no doubt a useful place for 
this type of equipment but as yet, we 
have not considered this of such impor- 
tance that it be made a “must.” 

We can and do communicate from the 
hotel room to fire alarm headquarters 
with this portable unit, and its transmis- 
sion is highly successful. 








A. McC. Marsh, Chief, Columbia, | 


S. C.: We have a total of four portable 
radio units in our department, which op- 
erate on the fire department frequency. 

They are assigned to the officer-in- 
charge, which is usually the fire chief or 
assistant fire chief. The drivers of the cars 
are the persons who actually handle the 
equipment. 


The units are usually carried on the | 


chiefs’ cars. 

We use them often for inspection tours 
and other business matters when the 
officer-in-charge is out of the station and 
where his duties and assignments will 


take him to a remote distance from the | 


mobile unit. 


L. H. Culbertson, Chief, Barberton, 
Ohio: At the present time we do not carry 
portable radio units. 

I would like very much to have three 
or four walkie-talkies which would oper- 


ate on our fire department frequency so | 
that officers inside of a building or at | 
| some distance away from the truck could 


~Kolary Gear 


SUPPORTED 1... 
LIFE by Timken 


Tapered Roller Bearings 


| 





THE self-priming pump that can 
run continuously with NO 
maintenance... 


THE versatile pump that really 
DOES reduce your Depart- 
ment costs! 


ASK the Chief who uses one, 

ASK your local dealer, ASK 

ANYBODY who knows pumps! 
POTTER -HORN inc. 


936 Statler Bidg., Boston 16, Mass. 


SOMETHING NEW 
UNDER THE SUN! 











‘| atti | 





/ |KINGOF THEM ALL 


cor scratches, 
urns, Sings, 
Cuts, Sunburn, 
Scalds, Babies’ 
Urine Rash 

















CONQUERS BURNS 
THE LITTLE 1ST AID DOCTOR 


FOR EVERY HOME 


Don't be caught without it! 
Kills pain; it’s antiseptic; keeps parts soft 
and flexible; soothing; causes fast healing. 
Always ready; quickly applied. 
(Cut this out) 

TO McCANN PRODUCTS CO. 

100 S. Federal Hwy., Pompano Beach, Fla. 
Here’s my dollar! 
Rush a bottle of Konkr-Burn to me. Satisfac- 
tion, or money back. 
Name 


Addr 























issue instructions to the operator without 
making a trip back; also so that the officer 
inside of the building can be informed 
of conditions outside the building or in 
other locations within the building. 


Joseph H. Clements, Chief, Arlington, 
Va.: Our department carries two walkie- 
talkies, which operate on a fire depart- 
ment frequency. 

On all working fires, our department 
sets up a communication system using 
one of the chief's cars, usually the first 
car on the scene. One man is detailed to 
the chief with a walkie-talkie. He relays 
the necessary orders, messages, etc., back 
to the communications car, which directs 
this information to the proper source. 
This, we feel, speeds up inside work op- 
erations in tall buildings. 

The units are carried on truck company 
vehicles. 

They are used in civil defense pro- 
grams and exercises, fire schools (drill 
ground and tower), and searching for lost 
children. 


Wayne Ulm, Chief, Des Moines, Iowa: 
At the present time, we do not carry 
portable radio units but we plan to pur- 
chase two or three in 1959, which will 
operate on a fire department frequency. 


They will be assigned to the fire chief 
and district chiefs and carried on their 
cars. 

We do not plan to use the units for 
other than emergency operations. 


J. K. Piercey, Chief, Salt Lake City, 
Utah: Five walkie-talkies are carried by 
our department and operate on a shared 
frequency with the police department. 

These units are assigned to combat 
chief officers and carried on their cars. 

They are used for emergency work 
only. 


John C. Klinck, Chief, Memphis, 
Tenn.: Our department carries three 
portable units, which operate on a fire 
department frequency. 

They are assigned to a communication 
group and carried on training division 
vehicles. 

The units are also used in school pro- 
grams, conferences, patrols and other fire 
department activities. 


G. L. Sartain, Chief, Tulsa, Okla.: We 
carry a total of six walkie-talkies. These 
units operate on a fire department fre- 
quency. 

Three of them are assigned to the two 
downtown chiefs and Ladder 1. 


They are carried on the chiefs’ cars 
and on Ladder 1. 

Three units are assigned to rescue and 
training operations. Two of these units 
are so designed to operate with mobile 
units and with each other and not with 
the base station. 

The walkie-talkies are used at the train- 
ing center to check out pressures and 
flows in connection with relays, ladder 
pipe hookups, standpipe hookups, and 
elevated hand lines. 

We find the units very valuable in con- 
nection with body recoveries in our lakes 
and rivers. 


Eugene W. Fields, Chief, Omaha, 
Nebr.: We carry four walkie-talkies (a 
minimum of 12 is desired), which oper- 
ate on an assigned fire department fre- 
quency of 154.19 mc. They are assigned 
to chiefs or aides and are carried on the 
chiefs’ vehicles. It is our desire to have at 
least one walkie-talkie unit assigned to 
each chiefs’ vehicle, which in our case 
represents one chief, one assistant chief, 
and four district chiefs’ vehicles. In addi- 
tion, we would like to acquire four addi- 
tional walkie-talkie units for a minimum 
of four rescue squad vehicles in active 
duty, plus two additional walkie-talkie 
units to be on hand on a “stand-by” 





Rate $12 per column inch, less 10% for three or more consecutive in- 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS sertions. Closing date for copy, 25th of month preceding date of issue. 


Address Fire ENGINEERING, 305 East 45th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 








FOR SALE 


_—m Nr Ae 





HOWE 1943, 500 GPM Fire Truck, included 44 
ft. ladders, 2—10’ hard suctions, 2—2'/2” soft 
suctions, {! playpipe, 1 shutoff nozzle, 1” fog 
nozzle, axe, pinch bar, hard suction strainer & 
adapter, hose bed cover, 100 gal. tank. $1500.00 


CHIEF F nag ena 
Chillicothe, ItHinois 


ABSOLUTELY FREE 


Yours for the asking. Send post card today re- 
questing Folder F showing complete line of belt 
buckles with your name or personal initials 
and latest Fire Engines, Pumpers, Hook and 
Ladder, Rescue Wagons, Salvage Trucks and 
other Firemen enameled emblems. Write: 
HOOK-FAST 
Box 1425 
Providence, R. 1. 


POSITION WANTED 
Fire Captain, twenty (20) years experience with 
Fire Department in one of the leading 4 
Cities, Ten (10) years as rank of Captain with 
Civil Service status. 45 years of age, perfect 
health. Best references. 
Box 420 
FIRE ENGINEERING 
305 East 45th St. 
New York 17, N. Y 

















FOR SALE 


1—1941 Seagrave, i! G.P.M. pumper 
400 gal. Booster tank, 8 cyl. Motor, 2—6 Volt 
Batteries, Dual ignition, 6—900 x 20 Mud grip 
tires, very low mileage, repainted June 16, 1958. 
Location Chicago. Price $1650.00. 


W. ACKERLUND 
2527 Oak Street 
River Grove, Illinois 
Phone: Gladstone 3-2284 





FIRE PARTY HEADQUARTERS 


OUR PARTY SPECIALTIES ARE PERFECT 
FOR YOUR NEXT BANQUET 
OR CONVENTION 


Heavy Coasters depicting 4 Antique Rigs in 
Color, 12 Doz. $4.00 Ppd. ow ge Cocktail 
Napkins. Box. ‘of 100 $2.25 Pod. Large 4 Rig 
Place Mats, 50 mats $1.50; 100 Mats $2.75 Ppd. 
Place Cards with Ass’t Rigs, 3 Doz. $1.00. 100 
Cards $2.25. We will imprint your name or 
Organization for $1.00 per 100 Extra. Gift 
Wrapped Free. 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON LARGE ORDERS 


HOBBY MATS 
BOX 145 DEPT. F BALSAM LAKE, WISC. 





PART TIME SALESMEN WANTED 
Sell the finest fire alarm systems for homes or 
commercial places in your spare time. The de- 
mand for alarm systems is tremendous today. 
For free profit facts and product information 
write today. 

} FIRE-LITE ALARMS, INC. 
192-M Futton Terrace 
New Haven 2, Conn. 














PRICES REDUCED on used sirens 


6 or 12 volts 
PD EE UL, croc onpaseesnapersceed 
Federal’s Fireball Light ... 
Model R-5-R Sireno ....... 
Beacon Ray Lights ......... 
Federal WLR Sirens ..............0e000. 


CONVERT 


your six volt sirens to twelve volts 


TRADE IN YOUR OLD 
sirens on LEADING BRANDS of new sirens and 
Beacon Ray Lights 
For information and guarantee write: 
EDWIN R. JENNY 


= Heitman St. 
Fort Myers, Fla. 














FOR SALE 


1948 Dodge Fire Truck 

5 speed transmission 2 speed rear 
500 GPM Waterous Pump (Rotary) 
750 Gallon Water Tank 

Fully equipped except for hose 
Must be seen to be appreciated 


CITIZENS’ HOSE CO., NO. 1, INC. 
Smyrna, Delaware 


FOR SALE 

1937 Hahn Tank rad Somend “T" Chassis 
350 Gal. Tank—250 GPM Pump—3 lengths a 
Hard Suction—Booster Reet Divided Hose B 
=. 1%” and 22” Ho 6’ Wood Lapses 

Equipment — Axe — Pike Pole — Tools. 
Euupment _ a woe Condition. Inspection In- 
vited. Write t 


WILDE 
Saddle River Fire Department 
P. 0. Box #19 Saddie River, N. J. 
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on this page 
BRINGS RESULTS 





WHENEVER 
YOU WRITE 
USE THE 


Fa es | 
NUMBER 


it’s the key to prompt 
and efficient mail service 
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IDLING CONTROL 
EXTENDS ENGINE LIFE 
REDUCES FUEL 
CONSUMPTION 
LOWERS MAINTENANCE 

ST 





WINCO 
MODEL 
205B14S2D-1M 
2500 watts, di- 
rect drive, 115 


volts, 60 cycle 
A 4 i 


‘ Light- 
weight. Carry- 
ing Cradle op- 
tional. 

After starting, plant automatically idles, 
until load of 75 watts or more is ap- 
plied. Automatic CONSERV-er brings 
engine to full power when tool is turned 
on, reduces engine to idling speed when 
tool is turned off—all automatically. 
Get all the facts on this Profit-Building 
Winco feature. 

FULL LINE OF PORTABLE AND_ STAND-BY 
AC & DC PLANTS. 300 WATTS TO 10 KW 


WRITE DEPT. FE-78 





WINCHARGER CORPORATION 


SIOUX CITY, IOWA 
Subsidiary of Zenith Radio Corporation 








CRYSTAL CONTROLLED 





TONE ACTIVATED 


High Frequency Radio Receiver 


THE MODERN ALARM 


® Buy a Fyrcall for each fireman. Send spoken 
alarm & instructions. 
Use present police or fire transmitter to send 
alarms. 
Receives only messages preceded by a tone. 
(1000 to 3000 cps available.) 
Manual reset button. 
Crystal frequency control. 
High volume to 3 miles with no outside 
antenna. Volume control on back. 
Low cost. Low power consumption. 6 tubes 
& rectifier. 27 Watts. 

DEALERS WANTED 

Please Write to 


PLECTRON CORPORATION 


Overton, Nebraska 


for JULY, 1958 


| basis to temporarily replace an apparatus 


two-way radio in need of repair and/or 
defective walkie-talkie unit in need of 


| repair, etc. 


Walkie-talkies provide liaison with base 
station via relay through fire apparatus 
attending company plant or building in- 
spections, during which time, it is re- 
quired that at least one piece of appa- 
ratus in attendance (or the only piece of 
apparatus) shall keep their radio turned 
on, with a fireman present, in order that 
they may receive instructions, dispatches, 


| and announcements of fire alarms, which 
| may require their response. Walkie-talkies 





cannot be depended upon for direct com- 
munications with a base station, unless 
they are outside a building and within a 
reasonable distance of such base station 
or stations, including favorable propaga- 
tion conditions. 


Samuel M. Ake, Chief, Altoona, Pa.: 
We have ten radio sets mounted in 
pumpers and cars. 

We share the frequency with the elec- 
trical, highway, water and health depart- 
ments. 

Each car has a call number with no 
priority. 

These units are carried on seven pump- 
ers, the chief’s car, assistant chief’s car 
and the mechanic’s car. 

They are used only for emergency op- 
erations. 


Dan F. Vogel, Chief, Cincinnati, Ohio: 
We tried to get portable radio units in 
the 1958 budget but they were turned 
down. I have asked for six in the 1959 
budget as I know how useful they can be. 


D. Clawson, Chief, Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba: Two walkie-talkie units are carried 
by this department and operate on a fire 
department frequency. 

They are usually assigned to the bat- 
talion chief in charge of fire and are car- 
ried on rescue company vehicles. 

We use them for company unit inspec- 
tions where the battalion or district chief 
uses one to contact his driver in the car, 
while going through a building. 


M. W. Dolman, Chief, Ottawa, Ont.: 
We do not have any portable radio units 
in this department but are awaiting fur- 
ther information before purchase of same. 


R. E. Pare, Chief, Montreal, Que.: Our 
department carries six units, which oper- 
ate on a fire department frequency. 

They are assigned to rescue unit crews 


| and carried on their vehicles. 


We use the units during parades, dem- 


| onstrations and when bad road conditions 


keep us from reaching a spot with our 
cars. 


F. E. Saefke, Chief, Fargo, N. Dak.: 

We carry two portable radio units, 
which operate on a shared frequency 
with the police department. 

We assign them in accordance with 


| the type of emergency encountered. 


The units are not carried on any par- 


| ticular vehicle but used as stand-bys. 


| where other communication is 


We also use them for guard duty and 
inade- 


| quate. 
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THAT’S THE ONLY WAY YOU CAN 
BE CERTAIN YOU GET THE WORLD’S 
FINEST LIFE NET. SEND FOR DATA. 


ATLAS SAFETY EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 


174 N, 10th St., 








wisi 


HIGHEST QUALITY 


ARMY DUCK 


WATER REPELLENT FINISH 
BLACK OR WHITE 







* 
Lined with Rubberized 
Flannel 
F 
No. 50 diemaamie 
Available 

















See Your Local Dealer or Write 


MORNING PRIDE MFG. CO. 


1986 HOME AVE., DAYTON 7, OHIO 





MARTA A 


BOOSTER HOSE 


ALLWAYS BETTER 


ALLWAY COUPLING CO. 


BOX 2181, Grand Central Station 
New York City, New York 
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Acme Protection Equipment Co. 

Akron Brass Mfg, Co., Inc. ......-..--020 000s 
8 ee 
Aluminum Ladder Co. . 

Atlas Safety Equipment Co., Inc. 
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Davis Emergency Equipment Co. .............. 521 
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Elkhart Brass Mfg. Co., Inc. 
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Janesville Apparel Co. 
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Parco Products 
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Powhatan Brass & Iron Works 
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